
Some 200 people participated in 
the Anti-Olympic Torch Light Parade 
marking the 1-Year Countdown to 
the 2010 Winter Games on Feb 
12, 2009 in Vancouver, Canada. 
No 2010 protests are anti-colonial 
resistance to a multi-billion dollar 
industry backed by powerful elites 
taking place on stolen land. The 
Olympics have a long history of 
racism. Forests are being destroyed 
and mountains are being cut into to 
make way for Olympic venues and 
highway expansions. Successive 
Olympics have caused the displace-
ment of hundreds to thousands 
of people who have been made 
homeless or moved on, as homes 
are evicted to enable construction 
and attempts are made to “clean 
up” the city of the poor.

The rally lit a ‘Torch of Resistance’, 
burning a Canadian Olympic flag 
and marching to the Queen Eliza-
beth Theatre where a 2010 “Count-
down” concert was taking place. 
The protest then moved to the of-
fices of various corporate sponsors. 
Several targets were hit with paint 
bombs. Direct action and resistance 
to the 2010 Olympics have been 
ongoing, and have broadened into 

an attack on the entire colonial 
capitalist system. Recent actions 
include: numerous RBC offices (a 
corporate sponsor of the games) 
attacked; attacks on the Royal Bank 
of Canada; and repeated disrup-
tions of the Olympic “spirit train”, 
including a blockade of the Ca-
nadian train line with dismantled 
telephone poles that was described 
as not only an attempt to disrupt 
the Olympic train, but to disrupt 
and bring down the entire colonial 
rail and economic system.

“Every ride on the rails is a ride for 
the same invasion that’s been going 
on since the railway was built to 
colonize this whole place. This rail 
system has been developed and is 
utilized to serve our exploiters and 
enemies. As long as the exploiters 
exist, infrastructure will always be 
their weapon. So we wanna de-
stroy it all... their railway, highways, 
cameras, telecommunications, it’s 
all serving the masters and their 
police. We’re not interested in 
expressing our dissatisfaction at 
a symbolic part of the problem. 
We want to actually dismantle the 
whole system and hit these cracker-
ass-capitalists where it hurts. It’s 

not just the Spirit Train; it’s every 
train, the tracks and the social 
structure they maintain!”

See www.no2010.com for more 
details about resistance and the No 
2010 Winter Olympics convergence 
in Canada in February.
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GUNNS SUES 
TRIABUNNA 13 

Logging trucks stopped as the pulp mill is shut down Dec 08 photo: The Mercury newspaper

In early January, 13 activists from the 
Huon Valley Environment Centre and Still 
Wild Still Threatened were sued by Gunns 
Limited. Gunns is claiming punitive dam-
ages and an injunction to prevent future
protests after activists halted operations      

at it’s Triabunna woodchip late last year.

 The peaceful action at the east coast  
mill was conducted in direct response to 
the Rudd Government’s climate change 
White Paper, and to slow the continued 
destruction of ancient forest being driven 
by Gunns Limited. The logging of native 
forest appears to be Tasmania’s largest
carbon emitter, although official figures 
exclude emissions from native forest log-
ging, and the federal government has to 
date refused to consider protecting for-
ests as part of necessary deep emissions
cuts.

As part of the writ, Gunns are seeking 
damages as the action was calculated 
to “publicize the political beliefs” of the 
defendents. On the 3rd of February the 
Triabunna 13 launched their defense. 
There is a constitutional right for the Aus-
tralian public to engage on “government 
and political matters”, and on this basis 
the Triabunna 13 believes Gunns is not 
continued next page



able to sue activists for publicising their
political beliefs.

The Triabunna 13 have also counter-sued 
Gunns. The Trade Practices Act requires 
corporations to refrain from “misleading 
or decieving” regarding business transac-
tions. There is strong evidence that Gunns
have mislead the Tasmanian public and 
potential investors over their claims that 
no old growth trees or forests will be used 
in the Tamar Valley pulp mill.

While being sued is an experience the Tri-
abunna 13 could well do without out, the 
activists are committed to fighting the case 
through. In order to do this we need the 
assistance of all those who support an
end to the destruction of Tasmania’s 
ancient forests, deep reductions in carbon 
emissions, and the right of Australians to 
conduct peaceful protest.

Court cases are expensive and any finan-
cial assistance that will allow the Triabun-
na 13 to fight this case, and to succes-
fully counter sue Gunns Limited, is much 
appreciated.

For the Forests.

DEFENCE COUNTERCLAIM AGAINST 
GUNNS LIMITED AND CALTON FRAME.

 The 13 forest activists sued over Decem-
ber’s climate change focused shutdown 
of  Gunns’ Triabunna woodchip mill lodged 
their defence in the Launceston Supreme 
Court late yesterday afternoon. The activ-
ists’ defence is based on the legal right to 
communicate information about govern-
ment and political matters.

 “The peaceful action at the Triabunna 
woodchip mill was conducted in direct 
response to the federal government’s 
climate change White Paper, and to the 
ongoing destruction of Tasmania’s ancient 
forests – a political issue if ever there was 
one,” Huon Valley Environment Centre 
spokesperson and Triabunna 13 defendant 
Warrick Jordan said.

 The forest activists have also served a 
counterclaim on Gunns Limited and Calton 
Frame, which states that representations 
regarding the use of old growth logs in 
Gunns’ proposed pulp mill are mislead-
ing and deceptive. The counterclaim 
seeks an order that Gunns Limited and 
Calton Frame be permanently restrained 
from representing that no wood from old 
growth forests and no old growth logs will 
be used in the pulp mill.

 “Gunns have consistently claimed that 
their proposed Tamar Valley pulp mill will 
not use old growth logs. Our counterclaim 
states that Gunns have used misleading 
and deceptive representations, which con-
stitutes a breach of Section 52 of the Trade 
Practices Act,” Still Wild Still Threatened 
spokesperson and Triabunna 13 defendant 
Ula Majewski said.

 “Gunns Limited have failed to show any 
accountability in regards to the public, 
the media, political process or Tasmania’s 
natural environment. However, Gunns 
Limited and Calton Frame are certainly 
accountable to the courts” said Warrick 
Jordan.
“Much of Gunns’ efforts to raise finance 

for the proposed mill have relied heavily 
on its alleged environmental credentials 
as has its social license. The Tasmanian 
and Australian publics as well as poten-
tial investors deserve better than to be 
subjected to these kinds of deceptive 
and misleading representations” said Ula 
Majewski.

Invasion Day, Sovereignty 
Day, Survival Day
Indigenous Australians and support-
ers demonstrated across the country on 
January 26th, the 221st anniversary of the 
British invasion to commemorate ongoing 
First Nations resistance to the colonisation 
and continuing occupation of this country. 
Festivals and gatherings were held in vari-
ous Indigenous nations to celebrate the 
survival of Indigenous peoples despite 221 
years of genocide and oppression.

Mona-Mona fight on!
Mona-Mona community, near Kuranda 
30 km west of Cairns, has vowed it will 
continue its 40 year resistance to the 
QLD Government by not moving from 
the land. On the 9th December the QLD 
Government announced that it was no 
longer funding any housing repairs or new 
infrastructure at the community, instead 
turning 1500ha of the land to Queensland 
Parks and Wildlife and leaving only 100 ha 
for the community. Formerly a mission, 
from which the residents were forced off 
in 1962 for a proposed dam that was never 
built, reoccupying it again in the late 60’s, 
Mona-Mona residents Rhonda Brim and 
Andrew Duffy told the crowd at the Tent 
Embassy in Canberra during the Conver-
gence at the opening of Parliament  that 
the community of Mona-Mona was not 
moving. Community residents reiterate 
that Mona-Mona is on their land, is where 
their grandparents were removed to. 
Residents say that having people living at 
Mona-Mona is the only way to ensure the 
land is looked after according to traditional 
law and custom. 

A Facebook has been developed to keep in 
touch with residents of Mona Mona, and 
interested persons can contact Brisbane 
Aboriginal Rights Coalition to find out 
more.

NT Government releases 
findings of “business oppor-
tunity study”
In January, the NT Government released 
findings of a report comparing business 
opportunities in the remote Arnhem 

Land community of Maningrida to high-
way towns Coonabarabran and Gundagai 
in NSW. The report was carried out as 
all three towns have roughly the same 
population size. Unsurprisingly, the report 
found that Maningrida has less business 
opportunities than the other towns, situ-
ated on the Hume and Newell Highways.  
The Government is using the report to 
suggest that different business approaches 
are needed for different areas, part of an 
overall approach by the N.T. and Common-
wealth Governments through the Inter-
vention and related assimilationist policies 
aimed towards “development” of Indige-
nous communities into towns no different 
to that of other areas of the country.

UNESCO finds 100 aboriginal 
languages in Australia are 
endangered
A recently released report from UNESCO 
has found that close to 100 Aboriginal 
languages in Australia are in danger of 
becoming extinct. This report comes at 
a time in which the NT Government is 
looking at effectively guttering bi-lingual 
education in the NT, with English being 
compulsorily taught for the first 4 hours of 
each day. Garth Aigus, from the Katherine 
Language Centre, which is working exten-
sively to preserve 22 of the 29 languages 
spoken in the region, says that bi-lingual 
education is the best way to teach Aborigi-
nal children, the best way to help children 
learn English, and to ensure that Aborigi-
nal languages do not become extinct. In 
the Katherine region only there are six lan-
guages that are only spoken by a handful 
of elders that could become extinct soon.  
Mr Agius says that there needs to be more 
linguists to help preserve and ensure that 
these languages and the culture of them 
do not die out.

8 Indigenous activists to ap-
pear in court over kangaroo 
culling protest
On the 24th and 25th of March, 8 Indig-
enous activists will appear in a Canberra 
court charged with trespass after pro-
testing the culling of 400 eastern gray 
kangaroos at a Defense site in Canberra 
in May last year. Protestors were calling 
on Defense to relocate rather than kill the 
kangaroos, whom they consider sacred. 
Defense said that relocation would be too 
expensive. They are calling for supporters 
to join them at the Aboriginal Tent Em-
bassy and accompany them to court.

St Mary’s church signs trea-
ty with Traditional Owners
In an Australian first St Mary’s Church in 
Brisbane has signed a treaty with Tradi-
tional Owners. The treaty was signed in a 
ceremony between Father Peter Kennedy,  
Bejam Denis Walker of the Oodgeroo of 

ABOUT WAI
In your hands is the seond issue of Wai, 
the first for 2009. ‘Wai’ is a Pitjantjara 
word that means ‘hey’ – a name born of 
the centre, the desert, the land and it’s 
history, and most importantly, a name 
that is about shouting out.  It is a free 
independent quarterly newspaper. In a 
society where our access to news and 
information is controlled by corporate 
interests and driven by profit-seeking, 
we wanted to create an alternative 
source of information that anyone can 
contribute to and access.

Wai is an attempt to make alternative, 
anti-capitalist and subversive ideas 
and action more accessible to a wider 
audience, containing information on 
environmentl, social justice, human 
rights and social change issues from an 
Australian and regional perspective.

In this issue, articles have been 
contributed on issues ranging from 
the economic crisis, the Government’s 
expanding interventionist agenda with 
regards to First Nations communities, 
climate change and government 
responses, uranium mining and forest 
defence movements. The paper is 
also available online at waiquarterly.
wordpress.com. Thanks to all those who 
contributed and  assisted in the making 
and printing of Wai in any way.

We are looking for people to contribute 
to the next edition of Wai, to be released 
by the end of June - the more people 
contribute to this paper, the more it 
becomes an independent and diverse 
resource. The deadline for articles, 
photos, news items and events 
listings is June 10. Please email to 
waiquarterly@gmail.com.

We are also looking for people to help 
with fundraising or to make donations 
to cover the cost of printing (roughly 
$1700) to keep this newspaper free. Our 
bank details are:
BSB: 633-000
Account Name: Wai Quarterly
Account Number: 135 225 514

Thanks again, 
the ‘Wai’ team*
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Wai was written in numerous nations from Wurundjeri, Gadigal, Arrente. We recognise the sovereignty of every Indigenous nation on this continent, acknowledge that sover-
eignty has never been ceded, and pay our respects to all Traditional Owners, past, present and future.. We will continue to support Indigenous peoples in their struggle for respect, 
compensation and self-determination.  True justice will only be achieved when we recognise and rectify the injustices to the traditional custodians and the land on which we walk.

NEWS AND CURRENT EVENTS

*Disclaimer: The editors do not 
necessarily share or agree with the 

opinions expressed in this paper. Noth-
ing within this paper is intended to incite 

illegal activity.



the tribe Noonuccal, Custodian of the land 
Minjerribah, Peace Prosperity and Healing, 
Sacred Treaty Circles. The treaty comes 
after Father Kennedy was threatened 
and subsequently sacked for Un-Catholic 
practices. These practices include presid-
ing over gay commitment ceremonies, 
allowing women to preach, and incorrectly 
baptising people, Father Kennedy prefer-
ring the phrase ‘the creator, the saviour 
and the life force’ rather than ‘the Father, 
the son and the holy spirit’.  Sam Watson 
told the audience gathered on the signing 
of the treaty that “St Marys has meant a 
lot to the Aboriginal Community of Bris-
bane, and with this treaty, the land. As of 
the end February, Father Kennedy was still 
presiding over the Sunday mass in spite of 
the Archbishop of Brisbane sacking him. A 
complaint has also been put to the Human 
Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission 
over his dismissal.

More can be read about the treaty process 
here at: www.treatynow.wordpress.com

 Injunction on Barrick Gold
On Friday February 6, the NSW Land and 
Environment Court handed down an 
injunction restraining NSW Minister of 
Planning from determining the E42 Modifi-
cation Request for the proposed expansion 
of mining giant Barrick Gold’s mine in Lake 
Cowal, NSW, finding in favour of Wiradjuri 
Traditional Owner Neville Chappy Williams. 

“We have been fighting against the world’s 
largest gold mining company, Barrick 
Gold, for nearly 10 years, we will continue 
to fight until we get justice. Barrick Gold 
has ridden shot gun over this ecologically 
significant and sacred land for far too long, 
“said Mr Williams.
“We are also concerned about ongoing pit 
wall slippages and the incredible increase 
of water use that would come with the 
proposed mine expansion.” 

McArthur River mine shuts 
down! ... Then sadly re-
opens again.
During December last year, the Federal 
Court ruled that former Environment Min-
ister Ian Campbell was wrong to approval 
Xstrata’s zinc mine in the N.T., ordering the 
mine to be shut down immediately. The 
controversial decision that caused three 
Indigenous Labour MP’s to cross the floor 
came after successive protests last year 
after the McArthur River was diverted 5km 
from its original law, causing Dreaming 
lines to be changed and lost with flooding. 

However, in January, Peter Garrett dealt 
Traditional Owners another blow, first 
stating that Xstrata would not have to pay 
compensation for the loss of sacred sites, 
and then in February giving the green light 
for the mine to re-open. Traditional Own-
ers and the Northern Land Council have 
expressed outrage and disappointment in 
the decision to allow sacred and ecologi-
cally significant lands to be destroyed. 

Traditional owners continue 
ban on Koongarra uranium 
mining

Traditional Owners in the N.T.’s Kakadu 
region have decided to continue a ban on 
mining at the $5 billion Koongarra uranium 
deposit. French company Areva wants to 
mine 14,000 tonnes of uranium at the site 
that is surrounded by Kakadu National 
Park. The site is 3km from Nourlangie 
Rock, a sacred art site. By law the matter 
can be revisited, but the Northern Land 
Council says it has been told by traditional 
owner Jeffrey Lee that he never wants 
to discuss the company’s proposal again, 
and wants the site to be incorporated into 
Kakadu National Park.

Nuclear waste dump update
A Senate Inquiry into the Commonwealth 
Radioactive Waste Management Act that 
overrides Northern Territory legislation to 
impose a nuclear waste dump on the N.T. 
has recommended repeal of the legisla-
tion. The Inquiry pointed to issues of 
contention such as the overriding of N.T. 
laws and contention and conflict between 
Traditional Owners over the nomination 
of the Muckaty site by the Northern Land 
Council. The Inquiry recommended proper 
investigation and consultation before 
replacement legislation is put in place. The 
Government has so far not acted on the 
recommendations of the Report.

Meeting of Indigenous lead-
ers affected by uranium
On February 26 a group of Indigenous 
leaders from around the world, includ-
ing America, Australia and Niger, met in 
Washington DC to speak out against the 
disproportionate discrimination against 
First Nations peoples caused by uranium 
mining. The group also included a promi-
nent French nuclear scientist and actor 
James Cronwell. They called for an end to 
uranium mining and the nuclear power 
programs uranium fuels.

Uranium mining, necessary to extract 
the metal ore needed to produce nuclear 
weapons and fuel for nuclear reactors, has  
for decades targeted both low-income and
majority indigenous communities around 
the globe. The Navajo Nation in the 
American Southwest has been burdened 
with more than 1,300 uranium mines most 
of which, now closed, have never been 
adequately cleaned up and which have left 
drinking water contaminated and a legacy 
of fatal illnesses, particularly cancers. In 
Niger, close to 140 prospective uranium 
mines approved by the government 
threaten to deplete the northern Sahara of 
its already scarce water supply, threatening 
an elimination of the traditional nomadic 
Touareg. The French nuclear company, 
Areva, has already mined uranium there 
for 40 years, creating widespread radioac-
tive contamination of the air, sand and 
water and high incidences of cancers and 
pulmonary illnesses. The pattern is similar 
in Australia where the government is at-
tempting to seize Aboriginal land to make 
way for new uranium mines.

Nuclear waste snuck out of 
Port Kembla 

A shipment of high level spent nuclear fuel 
rods from Lucas Heights nuclear reactor 
has departed from Port Kembla in NSW 
south coast, heading for the U.S. 8 contain-
ers escorted by 3 busloads of police arrived 
at Port Kembla to be loaded onto the ship 
at 1:30am, leaving at 4:30am escorted by 
a police boat and helicopter. This secret 
shipment occurred despite significant 
community concerns about the safety of 
radioactive waste transportation, espe-
cially in areas such as the Illawarra region 
that do not have well maintained roads 
and transport systems in place.

Nuclear leak in Kakadu Na-
tional Park
 About 100,000 litres of contaminated wa-
ter is seeping from a tailings dam at ERA’s 
Ranger Uranium mine, located in an area 
excised from and surrounded by Kakadu 
National Park, every day. As usual, the 
ERA and the Commonwealth Office of the 
Supervising Scientist deny the reports, say-
ing that the leak is not seeping into Kakadu 
National Park, and that there is no reason 
for concern, despite evidence to the con-
trary. Expansion proposals were put to the 
Environment Minister last week, involving 
expansion and the use of acid leaching to 
mine for uranium. The mine is currently 
scheduled to finish in 2012, but ERA wants 
it to continue until 2020. 

This is not the first time the ERA mine 
has been found to be leaking into rivers 
that run through the National Park. The 
company has repeatedly been found to 
be failing to monitor its radioactive waste 
management. In 2004, a piping mishap 
led to workers showering in and drinking 
contaminated water. Community groups 
and environmental scientists are calling for 
the mine’s planned expansion to be put 
on hold, citing past and current accidents, 
leaks and spills to demonstrate that the 
mine already poses a significant risk to 
the surrounding environment, one which 
should not be made any greater.

Protest Camp at Sacred 
Boolah Dillah Mountain
Traditional Owners of the Worrimi Nation 
in NSW are calling for protection of a pre-
cious mountain near Buladelah, leading to 
the establishment of a protest camp. They 
want to prevent the destruction of the 
Sacred Boolah Dillah Mountain from Pacific 
Highway Upgrade Option E, a bypass that 
will run directly through the area. Not 
only is the western side of the moun-
tain a Sacred Creation Site for Aboriginal 
people but it has high environmental and 
economic value for the local community. 
There are 4 other options for the highway 
upgrade, all of which are cheaper and have 
more community support. Traditional own-
ers and supporters say they will continue 
to protest and if necessary blockade until 
their demands are met.

Camp Florentine busted and 
re-established
On January 12, police stormed Camp 
Florentine, a two year blockade in the Up-
per Florentine Valley. Blockaders resisted 
the bust with tree sits, a tunnel under the 
logging road preventing machinery passing 
over above, and continual lock-on actions 
to logging machinery as contractors and 
Forestry Tasmania pushed a logging access 
road 4km further into the Upper Floren-
tine old-growth rainforest. A community 
walk-in a week after the bust attracted 500 
people, and solidarity actions were held 
nationally and internationally including at 
the Australian embassy in London. After 
successive actions, the blockade was re-

established and Forestry pulled out of the 
area, citing a “lack of money” to continue 
operations at the present time.

Regular actions continue in the Florentine, 
Styx and Weld Valleys. 

Tasmanian old growth still 
sent to Japan
A paper released by the Wilderness Soci-
ety and Still Wild, Still Threatened reports 
that Japanese paper manufacturers are 
still sourcing woodchips created  from the 
destruction of Tasmania’a old growth and 
high conservation value forests. These 
forests are being chipped and exported 
to Japan by Gunns Ltd. Early last year the 
chairman of the Japan Paper Association 
and Oji Paper admitted the companies 
had been falsifying information about the 
amount of recycled content in their paper 
products.

4 State Forests Created in 
Victoria
In late December 2008 the Brumby Gov-
ernment announced the creation of 4 new 
Parks in Victoria and the protection of over 
95 000 hectares of forests. These parks are
located on the Goulbourn, Ovens  River 
and Murray River and include the XXXXXX
Two of these parks are to be jointly man-
aged by Parks Victoria and Yorta Yorta 
owners. This will be the first time that any 
Park in Victoria has been jointly managed.

This is a great achievement after a long 
struggle, but the Campaign is not yet over. 
Whilst the Victorian Government has an-
nounced its decision, they have not yet 
enacted legislation or come to terms of 
agreement about what the joint manage-
ment will entail. It is expected the Govern-
ment will sort both of these out by the end 
of the year. To keep in touch with the de-
velopment in this aspect of the Campaign, 
contact the Barmah-Milewa collective at 
Friends of the Earth Melbourne.

Whilst the Victorian side of the Murray is 
now being protected, the NSW side is still 
open to clearing for cattle and logging, 
destroying the unique red-gum forests.

5 arrested at North-South 
Pipeline
In January, 5 people were arrested just 
outside Seymour for shutting down work 
on the controversial North-South water 
pipeline. As yet no charges have been 
laid. Community support and resistance 
has been building across the state at the 
absurdity of the Victorian Government’s 
decision to pump water from the almost 
depleted Lake Eildon to Sugarloaf Basin.

Sea Shepherd raided by Fed-
eral Police
Sea Shepherd ship the ‘Steve Irwin’ was 
raided by the Australian Federal Police in 
February after a complaint was lodged by 
Japanese authorities. A log book and hun-
dreds of hours of raw footage of whales 
being killed were confiscated and handed 
to the Japanese administration. 



Defense spending continues 
unabated
The Australian government has recently 
spent up to $35 billion on new Defense 
submarines, despite economic crisis caus-
ing job losses and increased homelessness, 
poverty and hardship for families and 
workers across the country. 

“The cost of just one of these new subma-
rines would cover a $35 a week increase 
for all Australian pensioners,” said Greens 
Senator Scott Ludlam. “Defence proposes 
paying for European-designed hulls and 
US combat systems, for six more subma-
rines built by a privatised ASC, instead of 
supporting sustainable jobs in a carbon-
constrained age.” 

“Submarines can never address climate 
change, natural disasters or water shortag-
es - our real and present security threats. 
Instead, this will divert enormous finan-
cial, technical and human resources from 
where they are urgently needed.”

Covert Prison Privatisation
On Sunday 15th March the Department 
of Corrective Services trucked around 207 
prisoners out of Cessnock jail in Victoria in 
the middle of the night. Staff were stood 
aside, and when the next shift arrived in 
the morning they had found they had been 
locked out. When finally allowed in they 
found evidence of a late night raid. Pa-
perwork on the whereabouts of prisoners 
had been taken. The media have reported 
that the Department’s reasoning for the 
midnight move was to reduce the prison’s 
population to prepare it for privatisation 
later this year.

Draconian Pine Gap Law 
Reforms
The Federal Government has secretly 
reformed laws protecting US spy base 
Pine Gap to ensure protestors will face 
up to seven years’ jail if they go near or 

photograph the facility. The amendment 
was slipped into a miscellaneous defence 
bill in early March. It was originally drafted 
by the Howard government after four 
protestors were acquitted on appeal last 
February of charges under the Defence 
(Special Undertakings) Act for entering the 
base in 2005. The Court found that any 
person charged was entitled to challenge 
at trial whether or not the declaration of a 
‘prohibited area’ – in this case, Pine Gap – 
was necessary for the defence of Australia. 
The new amendment defines Pine Gap as a 
“special defence undertaking” and a “pro-
hibited area” necessary for the defence of 
Australia, and can no longer be questioned 
or challenged in Court.

Antifa action Melbourne
Anti-fascist demonstrators briefly con-
fronted a get together of the Melbourne 
Southern Cross Soldiers gathering to 
celebrate “Australia Day” (Invasion Day) 
and recruit members for their nationalist 
group. The group’s website puts out anti-
immigrant and other racist propaganda, 
promoting a link to the Cronulla riots and 
heralding white nationalism and patrio-
tism. When asked if the group planned to 
start another riot on the beach, one of the 
members replied, “Yeah, I do, and I’m go-
ing to be drunk when I do it.” While most 
of the group were in their late teens and 
early twenties, they were accompanied by 
at least one older man, wearing a Ku Klux 
Klan t-shirt and thought to be a member of 
white supremacist group “Stormfront”.

Farmer resistance to GM 
foods
On January 6th, 30 Williams farmers and 
families took to the streets to fight the WA 
Government’s decision to start genetically 
modified canola trials, allowing 1000ha 
of Monsanto’s Roundup Ready canola to 
be grown this year. The group are calling 
for urgent support to combat the genetic 
modification of WA, inviting visitors to 

their farm to help strategise for an ongoing 
struggle.

Job losses and worker dem-
onstrations
Workers are taking action as job losses 
increase as companies try to cut costs in 
the face of economic crisis. Pacific Brands 
has sacked 1800 workers and is moving 
production off-shore to take advantage of 
cheaper labour in countries struggling with 
poverty, leading to protests and demon-
strations such as in Melbourne on March 
7. In Lavington, NSW, workers camped at 
the gates of a Kaitlers Road factor demand-
ing the $5 million in entitlements owed to 
the workforce after workers were sacked 
without pay, informed that there was no 
money. Management and executive staff 
were retained on full wages. 

Direct action to reclaim tra-
ditional lands in Vanuatu
In Vanuatu last month the First Nations 
Vete Association undertook direct action 
to reclaim their customary lands from 
the Vanuatu Government and foreign 
investors, occupying vacant lands and 
graffitiing on so-called “private property”. 
85 of their members are currently sum-
monsed to court, as yet without charges, 
and plan to contest based on Vanuatu’s 
constitution article 73 which states ‘All 
land in the Republic of Vanuatu belongs to 
the indigenous custom owners and their 
descendants.”

Insurrection in Greece
On December 6 in Greece, police mur-
dered 15 year old Alexandros Grigoropou-
los. A wave of demonstrations, occupa-
tions, riots and strikes began in response, 
stretching out into an insurrection lasting 
weeks. What began as a response against 
state murder broadened into a response 
to all state murder, and then to an outcry 
of resistance to capitalism, the state and 
social control. Demonstrators were holding 
up an anarchist, anti-authoritarian vision 
of freedom, equality and solidarity; a free 
expression of peoples’ desire to determine 
their own lives. People from all across 
Greece, students and youth, workers, job-
less, immigrants, and families participated 
in various actions, targeting banks, minis-
tries, department stores, police stations, 
Parliament and more. A general student 
and worker strike was called, and the Poly-
technic University was occupied as a site 
to gather and share information. The trade 
union offices were occupied by workers as 
a point for self-organisation and the asser-
tion of worker control. Protests were met 
with intense police repression and brutal-
ity, arrests and imprisonment, ideological 
attacks and propaganda wars. The Greek 
riots seem to have solidified radical Greek 
resistance to the state, and established 
more concrete links and solidarity across 
different groups around the country for a 
more organised anti-authoritarian struggle 
even though the riots have subsided.

Hannah Elvery and Steph Long (FOEAus)
Friends of the Earth International went 
to the UN climate negotiations in Poznan, 
Poland in December 2008, hoping for 
progress. We had hoped industrialised 
countries would commit to steep emission 
reductions - without offset loopholes - 
and would announce their willingness to 
support developing country mitigation and 
adaptation actions.

The outcomes of the Poznan talks 
however, were thoroughly lamentable. 
Over 11,000 people travelled across the 
world for two weeks of negotiations only 
to come away with virtually no political 
outcomes. It was an extraordinary waste 
of resources, and a terrifying lack of 

progress for the billions who are already 
being affected both by climate change and 
the so-called ‘solutions’ being marketed in 
the international policy arena. 

The distinct lack of achievement in 
Poland falls squarely on the shoulders 
of the rich industrialised countries who 
after 16 years, and despite the rhetoric 
we have heard about urgency, are still 
failing to take the climate crisis seriously 
and realise their obligations under the 
Convention. Instead, most wealthy 
industrialised countries spent the majority 
of this precious negotiating time in Poland 
crafting get-out-clauses and offsetting 
schemes at the expense of genuine 
reductions in emissions. We saw, yet 
again, the same obstructionist, business- 
           as-usual approach        
                                         of developed 
                                         countries.  
  
                                        In addition to 
                                        massive domestic 
                                        reductions, rich                            
                                        industrialised 
                                        countries must 
                                        provide support to 
                                        Southern nations. 
                                        To achieve 
n                                      necessary emissions 
r                                       reductions globally,
 f                                      finance and genuine
                                        renewable and 

efficient technology must be urgently 
delivered to allow Southern nations to 
make a just-transition towards low-carbon 
development. Negotiations on forest 
protection in developing countries must 
ensure the custodial rights and rights of 
free prior informed consent of Indigenous 
Peoples and local communities are 
genuinely protected. Monoculture tree 
plantations must be excluded from the 
definition of forests and there must be an 
absolute rejection of the privatisation of 
forests through market-based schemes.

This seriously damaging stalling at 
the annual UN climate negotiations in 
Poland was combined with substantial 
regression in climate and energy policy 
at the European Union in Brussels in the 
second week of December 2008. On 12th 
December, the EU package offered 20% to 
30% emissions cuts by 2020 – the latter 
dependant on the level of international 
commitment - with 60% of these 
obligations to be met through offsets 
overseas. To simplify, the EU is proposing 
that almost two-thirds of its inadequate 
emission reductions will be met through 
purchasing emissions reductions ‘credits’ 
from other countries to allow business-as-
usual pollution in the EU. 

This was then also followed by the 
despairingly inadequate emissions 
reduction targets announced by the 

Australian government on the 14 
December. All these elements combined 
mark 2009 as a year when substantial 
shifts in political will and commitment to 
meet existing international obligations in 
rich, industrialised countries are required 
if there is any worth in the agreement to 
be reached in Copenhagen in December. 
Without reaching an agreement in 
December 2009, there is a substantial risk 
that the UN climate talks will falter and 
no confirmation of a second commitment 
period for the Kyoto Protocol after 2012.

However, before we join the mounting 
hysteria of the importance of the climate 
negotiations in Copenhagen to confirm 
the global climate agreement for 2013 and 
beyond – we have to seriously consider 
what kind of agreement is likely to be 
forged and if this will be more damaging 
than no agreement at all.

Many of the developments at the talks 
are damaging. For example, the clean 
development mechanism is proposed to 
be expanded to include the options of 
nuclear, so called ‘clean-coal’ or carbon 
capture and storage, and ‘exhausted 
forests’ which is code for plantations that 
are beyond their commercial viability. 
The World Bank is currently receiving the 
bulk of climate finance, which is not being 
delivered as appropriate community-
based adaptation in Least Developed 
Countries, or supporting genuine clean 
technology. REDD could well finance 

Grim Climate Justice Outcomes in December 2008

continue on next page...



WE WON’T PAy FOR ThE CRISIS. ThE RICh hAVE TO PAy FOR IT!

Declaration of the Assembly of the 
Social Movements, World Social Forum 
belum,Brazil 
5 February 2009

Anti-imperialist, anti-capitalist, feminist, 
environmentalist and socialist alternatives 
are necessary 

We the social movements from all over 
the world came together on the occasion 
of the 8th World Social Forum in Belém, 
Amazonia, where the peoples have been 
resisting attempts to usurp Nature, their 
lands and their cultures. We are here in 
Latin America, where over the last decade 
the social movements and the indigenous 
movements have joined forces and radi-
cally question the capitalist system from 
their cosmovision. Over the last few years, 
in Latin America highly radical social 
struggles have resulted in the overthrow of 
neoliberal governments and the empower-
ment of governments that have carried out 
many positive reforms such as the nation-
alisation of core sectors of the economy 
and democratic constitutional reforms.

In this context the social movements in Lat-
in America have responded appropriately, 
deciding to support the positive measures 
adopted by these governments while keep-
ing a critical distance. These experiences 
will be of help in order to strengthen the 
peoples’ staunch resistance against the 
policies of governments, corporations and 
banks who shift the burden of the crisis 
onto the oppressed. We the social move-
ments of the globe are currently facing a 
historic challenge. The international capi-
talist crisis manifests itself as detrimental 
to humankind in various ways: it affects 
food, finance, the economy, climate, ener-
gy, population migration… and civilisation 
itself, as there is also a crisis in internation-
al order and political structures.

We are facing a global crisis which is a 
direct consequence of the capitalist system 
and therefore cannot find a solution within 
the system. All the measures that have 
been taken so far to overcome the crisis 
merely aim at socialising losses so as to 
ensure the survival of a system based on 
privatising strategic economic sectors, pub-
lic services, natural and energy resources 
and on the commoditisation of life and the 
exploitation of labour and of nature as well 
as on the transfer of resources from the 
Periphery to the Centre and from workers 
to the capitalist class.

The present system is based on exploita-
tion, competition, promotion of individual 
private interests to the detriment of the 
collective interest, and the frenzied 

accumulation of wealth by a handful of 
rich people. It results in bloody wars, fuels 
xenophobia, racism and religious funda-
mentalisms; it intensifies the exploitation 
of women and the criminalisation of social 
movements. In the context of the present 
crisis the rights of peoples are system-
atically denied. The Israeli government’s 
savage aggression against the Palestin-
ian people is a violation of International 
Law and amounts to a war crime, a crime 
against humanity, and a symbol of the 
denial of a people’s rights that can be 
observed in other parts of the world. The 
shameful impunity must be stopped. The 
social movements reassert their active 
support of the struggle of the Palestinian 
people as well as of all actions against op-
pression by peoples worldwide.

In order to overcome the crisis we have to 
grapple with the root of the problem and 
progress as fast as possible towards the 
construction of a radical alternative that 
would do away with the capitalist system 
and patriarchal domination. We must work 
towards a society that meets social needs 
and respects nature’s rights as well as 
supporting democratic participation in a 
context of full political freedom. We must 
see to it that all international treaties on 
our indivisible civic, political, economic, 
social and cultural rights, both individual 
and collective, are implemented. 

In this perspective we must contribute to 
the largest possible popular mobilisation 
to enforce a number of urgent measures 
such as:

- Nationalising the banking sector without 
compensations and with full social moni-
toring,

- Reducing working time without any wage 
cut,

- Taking measures to ensure food and 
energy sovereignty

- Stopping wars, withdraw occupation 
troops and dismantle military foreign bases

- Acknowledging the peoples’ sovereignty 
and autonomy ensuring their right to self-
determination

- Guaranteeing rights to land, territory, 
work, education and health for all.

- Democratise access to means of commu-
nication and knowledge.

The social emancipation process carried by 
the feminist, environmentalist and socialist 
movements in the 21st century aims at 

liberating society from capitalist 
domination of the means of production, 
communication and services, achieved by 
supporting forms of ownership that favour 
the social interest: small family freehold, 
public, cooperative, communal and collec-
tive property.

Such an alternative will necessarily be 
feminist since it is impossible to build a 
society based on social justice and equality 
of rights when half of humankind is op
pressed and exploited.

Lastly, we commit ourselves to enriching 
the construction of a society based on a 
life lived in harmony with oneself, others 
and the world around (“el buen vivir”) by 
acknowledging the active participation and 
contribution of the native peoples.

We, the social movements, are faced with 
a historic opportunity to develop eman-
cipatory initiatives on a global scale. Only 
through the social struggle of the masses 
can populations overcome the crisis. In 
order to promote this struggle, it is es-
sential to work on consciousness-raising 
and mobilisation from the grassroots. The 
challenge for the social movements is to 
achieve a convergence of global mobilisa-
tion. It is also to strengthen our ability to 
act by supporting the convergence of all 
movements striving to withstand oppres-
sion and exploitation.

We thus commit ourselves to:

- Launch a Global Week of Action against 
Capitalism and War from March 28 to April 
4, 2009 with: anti-G20 mobilisation on 
March 28, mobilisation against war and 
crisis on March 30, a Day of Solidarity with 
the Palestinian People to promote boycott, 
disinvestment and sanctions against Israel 
on March 30, mobilisation for the 60th An-
niversary of NATO on April 4, etc.

- Increase occasions for mobilisation 
through the year: March 8, International 
Women Day; April 17, International Day 
for Food Sovereignty; May 1, International 
Workers’ Day; October 12, Global Mobilisa-
tion of Struggle for Mother Earth, against 
colonisation and commodification of life.

- Schedule an agenda of acts of resistance 
against the G8 Summit in Sardinia, the Cli-
mate Summit in Copenhagen, the Summit 
of the Americas in Trinidad and Tobago, 
etc.

Through such demands and initiatives we 
thus respond to the crisis with radical and 
emancipatory solutions.

plantations, land grabbing, the violation of 
Indigenous Peoples and local communities’ 
rights, and create the climate regime’s 
greatest loophole. 

With a plethora of environmentally and 
socially devastating technologies and 
practices seeking legitimacy through the 
international climate negotiations, a key 
question to ask is: Is this the kind of ‘deal’ 
that we want?  And if it isn’t, then is a bad 
deal better than no deal at all?

Even the framing of the climate 
negotiations and pre-occupation with a 
‘deal’ implies that this is something to be 
bargained, something that each of the 
nations have to give and take on. This is 
a contradiction to the two fundamental 
aspects of the UN climate convention: 
That the historically responsible, rich 
industrialised countries much reduce 
emissions first and fastest; and that they 
must finance the adaptation needs, 
technology sharing and mitigation actions 
of Southern countries. These are the 
requirements for a just agreement, but 
to date neither of these obligations have 
been met and they are currently being 
played off against each other, smoothed 
over in the polite doublespeak of 
international diplomacy. 

The reality of using the term ‘deal’ is 
that a number of wealthy industrialised 
countries, including Australia,  are using 
the concept of a ‘deal’ to reopen the 
principle of historical responsibility and 
shift the blame onto major developing 
countries such as India and China, rather 
than acknowledging the 16 year failure of 
rich countries to live up to their historical 
and legal responsibilities of emissions 
reductions and finance for the Global 
South

While climate change requires global 
action, the historical responsibility for 
the vast majority of greenhouse gas 
emissions over the past 250 years lies with 
the industrialised countries of the global 
North. Communities in the global South 
(as well as low-income communities in the 
North) are still bearing the toxic burden 
of this fossil fuel extraction and are facing 
the worst impacts of climate change. Now, 
they are also staring down the path of a 
new form of colonialism, with international 
climate policies that force them to bear 
the financial and social costs of mitigating 
the global North’s carbon intensive 
development. Wealthy, industrialised 
countries have failed to commit despite 
the full knowledge of their actions and 
historical responsibility, and their current 
policy positions are further entrenching 
global inequalities. That makes them 
actively complicit in climate chaos. 
 
So while we debate whether a bad deal 
this year is better than no deal at all, it is 
crucial that we still use the momentum 
of the climate talks in Copenhagen to 
put pressure with strong justice based 
demands on national governments which, 
of course, make up the UN climate change 
convention signatories. To do so, we 
must build a global peoples movement 
to achieve all of our goals: keeping fossil 
fuels in the ground and transitioning to 
renewables; radically reducing luxury 
consumption in the global north; rejecting 
forest carbon trading and supporting 
land rights; stopping the World Bank and 
empowering communities; and ultimately, 
creating more sustainable societies. 

continue on next page...
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“The uranium industry’s attempt to 
promote itself as a cure to Aboriginal 
poverty is in direct conflict to the 
reality of the Aboriginal experience,” 
said ANFA Committee member and 
Adnyamathanha custodian Jillian 
Marsh.  
 
“

Extensive case study research and the 
concerns raised by Aboriginal people 
at the grass roots level shows that 
mining agreements have not improved 
life for Aboriginal people and uranium 
mines mean more problems.” 
 
Late last year a detailed examination of 
hundreds of mining agreements by the 
Native Title working group found 
that less than twenty had brought 
significant benefit to Aboriginal 
communities. 
 
“It is cynical for the uranium industry 
to act as if it can deliver for Aboriginal 
people. The main lasting effect of 
uranium mining for Aboriginal people 
is radioactive waste on their country, 
and no resources to clean up the mess 
left by miners,” said Ms Marsh.  
 
“This is a worldwide phenomenon; 
Australians are one part of a global 

assault inflicted by mining corporations 
and governments who care more 
about profits than about long term 
effects on our Nation and our lands.” 
 
Formed in 1997, the Australian 
Nuclear Free Alliance brings together 
Aboriginal people and environment 
and public health groups concerned 
about existing or proposed nuclear 
developments in Australia, particularly 
on Aboriginal homelands. 
 
The Alliance provides a forum for 
sharing of knowledge, skills and 
experience and an opportunity to 
come together to protect country and 
culture from nuclear developments  to 
the lack of free and informed consent 
and decision-making that is gripping 
the Impact Assessment procedures 
supposedly in place to regulate mining 
industries, and the pro-mining position 
taken by leaders within Native Title 

and Aboriginal Land Rights in Australia. 
 
The Alliance helped to build the 
successful campaign to stop the 
Jabiluka uranium mine in the Northern 
Territory, and more recently, a 
proposed national nuclear waste dump 
in South Australia. 
 
ANFA Committee member and 
Kokatha Mula custodian Sue Coleman 
Haseldine said: “Aboriginal people 
have been and remain at the sharp 
end of resistance to the uranium and 
nuclear industry in Australia and we 
are not about to be swayed by an 
industry PR exercise.”

URANIUM INDUSTRy IS NOT ThE CURE FOR INDIGENOUS POVERTy

An open letter to Climate Summit partici-
pants:

We are deeply concerned with, and criti-
cal of, the direction of the politics of the 
campaign proposals submitted to the 
Climate Summit so far. They advocate 
top-down, government-led solutions to 
climate change. Ideas range from calls 
for ‘government leadership’ and a ‘green 
economy’ to the very scary concept of a 
‘wartime mobilisation’ and ‘declaration of 
climate emergency’.  We feel support for 
top-down, government-controlled climate 
‘solutions’ sits in contradiction with the 
aim to help build a democratic climate 
justice movement in Australia.

Given, for instance, the failure of repeated 
international negotiations between states, 
most recently at Bali and Poznan; the 
target of 5% reductions set in Australia 
by the Labor Party in December; and the 
power of international capital in influenc-
ing government policies; it seems to us 
these approaches have little to no chance 
of success. 

If the proposals are adopted, there’s a 
good chance they will help lend support to 
a wide array of state and capitalist strate-
gies. Under the public face of ‘respond-
ing to climate change’, these will reduce 
control over our own lives and significantly 
increase already massive social divisions.  
They will give greater power to the rich 
and attack the working class and the poor. 
Such approaches include a more authori-
tarian state, price rises of food, fuel and 
other essential goods, the implementation 
of carbon taxes and trading, and the land 
appropriation of Indigenous people.

We are wary of building ‘unity’ in the 
climate justice movement by agreeing to 
emissions reductions targets and however-
many parts per million.  For us, this is a 
false unity, when the strategies and solu-
tions are being put forward could dramati-
cally curtail the dignities and civil rights of 
people across this continent, and the rights 
of peoples across the globe.  

Instead, we believe that our best chance 
lies in supporting the struggles of op-
pressed people, workers and participatory 
movements from below. Movements have 
the ability to be infectious. They have 

changed the world before - and can do so 
again.

There’s potential for a climate justice 
movement to follow in this tradition. But 
this will only happen if we trust people, 
not governments that have a long history 
of oppression and violence.

Across Canberra, at the Aboriginal Tent 
Embassy, people are currently meeting in a 
convergence against the Northern Territory 
Intervention and for justice for Aboriginal 
people. For Labor and Liberal politicians 
alike, the NT intervention,  which is strip-
ping away control of lives and land, is what 
an ‘Emergency Response’ is. It’s hardly 
legislation that can drastically reduce emis-
sions and save the planet.  

Emergency powers on climate change 
are not powers that can increase ‘co-
operation’ on the issue; they are powers 
that will increase state control of polluting 
infrastructure and of our lives.  

2008 saw, in over 30 countries, massive 
protests and direct actions around in-
creasing food and fuel prices all over the 
world. In China, the State reports around 
50,000 protests annually on pollution 
related issues, which have forced  indus-
trial factories to close. In South America, 
indigenous communities are mobilising 
strongly around environmental attacks on 
their land. It could be these kind of ac-
tions, sometimes leading to the closure of 
important greenhouse-related infrastruc-
ture, that makes the difference in prevent-
ing temperature rises that lead to runaway 
climate change.

People around the world are not sitting 
back quietly, politely asking the state for 
results and putting up with environmental 
and economic injustice. We should try and 
work with them: their struggles are ours 
too.

For more reading around these themes, 
please look at:

‘The Movement is Dead, Long live the 
Movement from Turbulence newspaper.
Available at http://turbulence.org.uk/
turbulence-4/the-movement-is-dead-long-
live-the-movement/

‘A New Weather Front’ from Turbulence 
newspaper
Available at http://turbulence.org.uk/
turbulence-1/a-new-weather-front/

‘Energy Crisis (among others) in the Air’ 
from The Commoner No13
Available at http://www.commoner.org.uk/
N13/00-Introduction.pdf

‘Dynamics of a Songful Resistance’ from 
the Commoner No13

Available at http://www.commoner.org.uk/
N13/13-Roa_Avendano_Toloza.pdf

‘Climate Camp hijacked by a hardcore of 
liberals’ from Shift Magazine
Available at http://shiftmag.co.uk/?p=35

By Tim Briedis and Holly Creenaune. 
We’d love to talk more about these 
ideas:  tbriedis@hotmail.com and hol-
lycreenaune@gmail.com

Governments’ can’t solve climate change: only movements can

                               Feel the pressure of roaring seas
                           razor wind blazing against rosy cheeks
                                                                     it seeks
                            solace in soft sun-kissed sands
                             yet remains caged by rage
                                kept for those with blood stained hands
                             untouched by unwept tears
                           and still the smog thickens
                                  looming it lurks
                                 doom here, it smirks
                                          and within it’s dark disguise
                                          leers at those with despair filled eyes
                                  serrated lies sever invaded lives
                               unexpected they’ve taken
                                           ground shaken beneath
                               silken soil still caressing bare-skin feet
                                   for this I weep heartbeats.
                                                                               Shhhhh
                                Rustling leaves. Breeze speaks. Earth  whispers,
                              voice creeps through dusty doors,
                             tree corpses shall barricade no more
                            these waves of ancient wisdom
                                                 crashing
                                                    out denial
                                              The trial is over!

                                            To earth’s embrace
                                        we must return.  
                                                                                    Liv
                                                                           written on Jawoyn Country  



by David Noonan, Australian 
Conservation Foundation
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BHP Billiton are pushing the world’s 
largest uranium mine in proposed 
expansion of the Roxby Downs 
uranium and copper mine from an 
underground mining operation into 
the world’s largest open pit mine. 
The plan is to lock Australia in as 
the world’s uranium quarry and 
to fuel unresolved nuclear waste 
management and nuclear risks around 
the globe in potential accidents, threat 
of nuclear terrorism and nuclear 
weapons proliferation risks from duel 
use nuclear technology, materials and 
know how. 

 They will release an “Environmental 
Impact Statement” (EIS) on Friday May 
1st for 8 weeks public consultation - 
however the process has already been 
rigged by the previous Liberal Federal 
government in excluding the nuclear 
fuel cycle from the terms of reference 
to assess the world’s largest uranium 
mine. You have a right to participate 
and provide your comments as a 
submission to the government decision 
makers by contacting the Federal 
Environment Department at: epbc.
referrals@environment.gov.au

 Release of the Roxby EIS is likely to 
be a major pro-nuclear PR drop by the 
uranium industry and their political 
backers and continue through the SA 
state election in March 2010 and well 
into the Federal election year before 
the Federal Environment Minister and 
the SA Premier give their decisions 
and potentially place conditions on 
the uranium quarry plan. The global 
economic downturn is not delaying 
this company’s grab for government 
approvals.

 It is a long term plan to pollute - if 
given the go ahead BHP Billiton would 
then spend the following four years 
digging the world’s largest open pit 
before any increased ‘production’ 
could occur. The pit would be 3 km 
by 3 km across and 350 metres deep 
just to reach the radioactive ore and is 
proposed to be 7 km by 5 km 

across and up to 1.2 km deep over 
the decades ‘life’ of the mine as a 
radioactive scare on the landscape that 
could be seen from space. 

And as the world’s biggest and 
wealthiest mining company BHP 
Billiton propose to put their hand in 
your pocket to help pay to dig the hole 
– with an ask for around $120 million 
of public subsidies in the form of 
diesel fuel rebates over the four year 
‘construction’ period. 

Nuclear weapons link to Roxby 
uranium trade

BHP Billiton are already in Australia’s 
top two uranium and coal exporters 
– profiting from nuclear risks and 
from greenhouse impacts - and 
plan to become the world’s largest 
uranium producer with the proposed 
Roxby open pit to increase uranium 
production from some 4 500 tonnes 
a year toward 20 000 tonnes a year. 
Much of this uranium will be sold 
to nuclear weapon states – with 
authoritarian China a new customer 
for BHP uranium and with an option 
on Putin’s Russia to process and enrich 
Roxby uranium for on-sale around the 
world. 

Australia should not sell uranium 
to any nuclear weapon state and 
must not turn a blind eye to their 
failure to comply with their nuclear 
disarmament obligations under the 
Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty (the 
NPT), or to Russia’s illegal threat to 
use nuclear weapons against Poland 
in 2008 over US missile defence plans, 
or to China’s continuing practice of 
cultural genocide in Tibet and the 
widespread breach of China’s human 
rights obligations.

 A national Newspoll survey (October 
2008) found two out of three 
Australians are against uranium 
exports to countries with nuclear 
weapons (62 per cent against, 
compared to 31 per cent in favour).  
Forty per cent of Australians are 
against the export of Australian 
uranium to any country for use in 
nuclear power plants for electricity 
generation and a further 22 per cent 

are against the export of uranium 
to countries that possess nuclear 
weapons – even if those countries 
have signed the NPT. The Newspoll 
survey found a majority of Australians 
in every state are opposed to uranium 
exports to countries with nuclear 
weapons or against any uranium 
exports at all – including 73 per cent of 
Australian women and 51 per cent of 
Australian men. 

 BHP Billiton’s plans fail the test of 
public opinion with three out of four 
of your sisters and one in two of your 
brothers already against uranium 
sales to nuclear weapon states. A 
Roxby campaign is largely about 
mobilising community concern over 
nuclear insecurity issues and pinning 
the responsibility for this hazardous 
toxic trade on to BHP and on to their 
political uranium backers at federal 
and state level.

Turning water into radioactive 
waste

BHP Billiton already takes some 35 
million litres of water a day from the 
Great Artesian Basin to process ore 
at the existing Roxby mine. They are 
licensed to take this water free 

of charge under the Roxby Downs 
Indenture Ratification Act 1982 - which 
overrides the Natural Resources 
Act 2004 in SA.  As part of the mine 
expansion works they plan to increase 
this GAB extraction to up to 42 

million litres a day - principally for use 
associated with digging the world’s 
largest open pit.  This will further 
imperil the natural GAB flows to the 
unique and fragile Mound Springs 
– including the Hermit Hill Springs 
that are of spiritual significance to 
the Arabunna people the traditional 
owners of that area north of the mine.

 Australian Conservation Foundation 
(ACF) are calling on BHP to give up 
their outdated legal privileges under 
the 1982 Roxby Indenture that also 
over ride and take precedence over 
the SA Environmental Protection Act 
1993 and the Freedom of Information 
Act 1991 - through the Indenture’s 
“Confidentiality Clause 35” giving 
BHP veto power over public release 
of information that comes under the 
Indenture agreement.

The Roxby expansion involves a 
massive increase in demand for water 
- an additional 120 to 160 million 
litres a day - to come from a major 
desalination plant inappropriately 
located in the low flushing fragile 
Upper Spencer Gulf at Port Bonython 
the site of the breeding ground of the 
charismatic Giant Australian cuttle 
fish. Once again Roxby is risking fragile 
ecosystems to source water to process 
radioactive ore – and in this case to 
pipe the water 350 km north to the 
mine site and to then turn all that 
water into radioactive waste at the 
mine site.

Australia would play host to the 
world’s largest radioactive tailings 
pile under the Roxby mine expansion 
plan. After processing the ore the 
tailings retain some 80 percent of 
the original radioactivity of the ore 
that was originally safe and isolated 
deep underground. Mine tailings are 
a fine heavy power, are readily eroded 
by wind and by water, and must be 
managed for thousands of years to 
come - long after BHP will have gone. 

Production of radioactive tailings will 
increase from 10 million tonnes a year 
to over 70 million tonnes a year under 
the open pit expansion plan – a vast 
volume that will be left for ever on the 
continued on next page

‘Production of radioac-
tive tailings will increase 
from 10 million tonnes 
a year to over 70 million 
tonnes a year under the 
open pit expansion’

Roxby - Facing the World’s Largest Uranium Mine Project

tailings dam photo: Adam D

Governments’ can’t solve climate change: only movements can



    

 Uncle Kevin Buzzacot - Arabunna Elder

“You BHP, the biggest mining company in the world, and here we are the oldest 
peoples in the world. You should be listening to us about this land and the water.

Two years ago when you BHP bought out Western Mining Corporation you bought a 
bad investment, you didn’t ask us, you didn’t consult with us. In the past I’ve told WMC 
that we didn’t want them to continue mining.

We wanted them to stop mining and we wanted them to stop taking the sacred water 
out of the Great Artesian Basin. Now you BHP are doing the same thing and you want 
to make it bigger and you want to make it open cut. 

There should never be an open cut uranium mine in the desert.

Do not expand this mine. We don’t want an open cut mine. We do not want any more 
water taken out of the Great Artesian Basin we want that to stop.

To the Shareholders of BHP don’t invest any more money into this development, 
you will have a lot on your conscience. Sooner or later you will have to pay for the 
rehabilitation of that land, and you should know by now that this land is sacred.

We don’t know if you shareholders understand the impacts of what you’re doing to 
the Arabunna people, the Kokatha people and other tribes around that area. You don’t 
understand what you’re doing to the land and the culture.

My question to you BHP is, is it possible to close down the Olympic Dam Uranium 
mine, immediately, and if not immediately when is the soonest time possible that you 
can shut this mine down.

Can you Shareholders make a decision in this meeting right now to close down the 
Olympic Dam Uranium mine or to take your shares and invest in something else…
and are you prepared to compensate all Aboriginal People around Roxby Downs to 
rehabilitate that country?”

 surface as a threat to the lands of 
theKokatha people the custodians of 
the area.

Transporting a radioactive copper 
concentrate to China

 BHP Billiton intend the Roxby mine 
expansion to be based on overseas 
processing for increased copper 
production rather than the current 
practice of producing copper on site. 
Some 1.6 million tonnes a year of 
a radioactive copper concentrate 
is intended to be transported to 
China – the only country offering 
to take this hazard on board. This 
concentrate would contain some 
400 000 tonnes of copper and a few 
thousand tonnes of uranium - that 
China would process into nuclear 
fuel - and would leave over a million 
tonnes of long lived radioactive wastes 
a year for China to manage into the 
future. The expanding open pit will 
undermine the existing copper smelter 
by around 2020 and the mine may be 
in full quarry mode with no copper 
production on site after that.

 BHP intends to transport this 
radioactive concentrate by train 
through Central Australia and 
out through the Port of Darwin. 
Communities and environments will 
be placed at risk by BHP’s unnecessary 
and hazardous bulk radioactive 

cargoes from Alice Springs to Darwin 
and across China - and none of these 
communities will be given a right of 
informed consent to refuse these 
risks. 

 ACF believe that there should be 
no export of uranium or of any 
radioactive concentrate from Roxby 
and that all radioactive material and 
wastes should be retained on site and 
should not spread around the world 
for corporate profit and societal loss.

 Contact: David Noonan, ACF Nuclear 
Free Campaigner for further info to 
counter the BHP Roxby EIS

d.noonan@acfonline.org.au

Statement to BHP Billiton  and BHP Shareholders at the BHP Annual 
General Meeting 27th November 2008. 

IN Central Australia 
danger looms Explorat-
ion for uranium, the 
raw material used to 
generate nuclear ene-
rgy and nuclear weap-
ons, is rife across the 
region. While up to 200
uranium exploration 
projects are in process 
across the Northern 
Territory, none have 
created as much of a 
stir as the Angela and 
Pamela deposits. Ang-
ela and Pamela lie 25km
south of Alice Springs 
and are located within 
the water catchment 
boundary for the town. 
A joint venture between Canadian uranium 
producer, Cameco and Perth-based 
Paladin was granted the rights to explore 
for uranium by the Northern Territory 
Government (NTG) in early October. This 
has drawn the ire of many people within 
the Alice Springs community and this 
dissent continues to grow. 
  
There have been numerous public meet-
ings, demonstrations and a constant flow 
of letters to the editor in both local papers. 
The issue is hot and a number of groups 
have formed in opposition to the proposal. 
Last year, the Alice Springs Angela Pamela 
(ASAP) Collective put the issue on the 
map, organising public meeting and 
encouraging public participation in the 
issue. Now, Families for a Nuclear-Free 
Future (FFANFF) are taking centre-stage on 
the issue. Monthly pram jams are being 
organised where mums, dads and kids take 
to the streets in opposition to uranium 
exploration and mining. FFANFF has 
been targeting the local council, Territory 
and Federal Ministers and the company, 
Cameco/Paladin. 
  
The build-up to a confrontation began in 
the 1970s when uranium explorer, 

Uranerz, carried out exploration drilling 
on the Angela Pamela deposits. The man 
responsible for this was John Borshoff 
(now Director of Paladin Energy). A pass-
ionate advocate for nuclear energy and 
uranium mining, 

John Borshoff has a personal interest in 
this proposal. When uranium prices fell 
through the 80s, the land was reserved 
from occupation by the NT Government. 
This was lifted in late 2007 by former 
Resources Minister, Chris Natt, who lost 
his seat inthe 2008 NT elections. New/old 
Resources Minister, Kon Vatskalis approved 
the Cameco/Paladin exploration licence in 
October 2008. 
  
The community response to the decision 
was immediate, up to 80 people took 
to the streets that afternoon and 
demonstrated outside the Chief Minister’s 
office and approximately 350 people 
attended a public rallytwo days later.  
Environment Minister and Minister for 
Central Australia, Alison Anderson, pledged 
to take these concerns to her colleagues in 
Darwin. Kon Vatskalis preferred to shout 
down the concerns of residents producing 
a leaflet ‘Angela Pamela Exploration’ 

which “guaranteed” the safety of the 
groundwater. The leaflet was produced 
by the NTG, paid for by the taxpayer, and 
was distributed to every household in 
Alice Springs. However, the leaflet failed 
to alleviate concerns and brought into 
question the NTG’s role in pushinguranium 
exploration, considering that the leaflet did 
not mention the word ‘uranium’, not even 
once! 
  
Cameco and its public relations firm, 
Warren Michel Munday, recently organised 
a phone survey, quizzing people on their 
concerns about the uranium project. 
Questions were loaded and designed 
to identify barriers for the company to 
overcome. People were asked about their 
concerns and who they trust including 
media, councillors and members of the 
public. The survey ended along the lines of 
‘Did you know that nuclear energy is the 
only carbon-neutral source of energy and 
is thus a solution to climate change?’ The 
results will not be made public. 
  
Cameco has a history of groundwater 
pollution in the United States and in 
Canada. All of Alice Springs’ water 
comes from underground. The 
interconnectedness of the surface and 
groundwater systems has beenproven. 
An open-cut uranium mine in the water 
catchment of Alice Springs is a disaster 
waiting to happen. The community is 
divided on the issue. ASAP continues to 
campaign against the proposal and FFANFF 
works at building strong community links 
towards a nuclear-free future. Central 
Australia is under attack from the nuclear 
industry. The new frontier for a sustainable 
energy future (solar) is threatened by 
the potential of radioactive dust and 
groundwater pollution. Angela Pamela 
must be stopped and once that idea is 
buried, we must start working on stopping 
the rest. 
 

YELLOWCAKE CLOUD

The dust was choking and got right up your 
nostrils but it wouldn’t give you cancer. Not 

like it does now. I remember the old dust 
clouds that came up from the South, you’d 
bring your washing in, close your windows 
and wet some handkerchiefs but you knew 

it would finish. You knew that when the 
dust clouds passed you’d have to sweep the 
verandah, clean the windows and life would 

pretty much go back to normal.

We no longer have that luxury.
When the digging started, the company 

lauded its safety record and told us we had 
nothing to worry about.

They did tests, they paid consultants and 
public relations officials to assure us that 

there would be no danger and if something 
went wrong, they had paid the government 
some money to help clean up the problem.
When things went wrong and the market 

fell…the machines and men packed up and 
left. The sprinklers stopped.

The radioactive dust mobilized.

The first dust storm showered the town.

While the company convinced us to dig the 
hole, we’re now left with it.

People in white radiation suits tested the 
town and published the results which caused 

a sharp decline in our visitor numbers.

Although you can’t taste it, smell it, or feel it… 
we know that it’s there.

Children are born abnormal and more people 
are diagnosed with cancer each year.

The signs are clear.
Lung cancer, bone cancer and mutations 

increasing.
Our children are asking us why they are 

hurting.
The answer quite simply…the uranium mines.
We should have fought for our future, rather 

than accepting their lies.

Uranium: Their short term profits, our great, 

great grandchildren’s lives

URANIUM ExPLORATION IN ThE ALICE SPRINGS WATER CATChMENT



I

words: Alyssa
I’ve been living, working and campaigning 
in the NT for nearly 2 years now. By local 
currency, that doesn’t give me much 
standing. But having spent time in many 
of the remote communities and larger 
regional centres, I’m starting to put some 
flesh on the bones of what I know about 
Indigenous people, culture and politics.

I recently returned from Galiwin’ku, a 
beautiful, almost idyllic, island community 
off the Top End Arnhem Land coast. 
Pristine waters teeming with shellfish, fish, 
and stingrays surround the island. The 
bush outside town is dense and almost 
fluorescent green from the heavy wet 
season rains. Evening sunset walks along 
the beach inevitably end with thick grey 
storm clouds sweeping in off the ocean. 

The warmth and openness of the people 
are just as wonderful. I’ve been adopted 
into a family at Milingimbi (Miliŋinbi, 
another island community) but folks at 
Galiwin’ku easily slotted me into the 
overarching kinship system that permeates 
life throughout North-east Arnhem land. 
Whilst work took up much of my time, 

there was always plenty of time for sisters 
(Yapas) and aunties (Mukuls) to take me 
shellfish collecting, or jamming on 
the guitar with my brother (Wäwa), or
listening to the endless stories of one of 
my Grandma’s (Märi) – one of the most 
important relationships for Yolŋu as I am 
learning.

However, the closer you get to the 
coalface, the more you realise that not 
too far beneath the surface of this strong, 
proud community is a fragility borne of the 
struggle to engage with, negotiate and at 
times simply survive, the non-Indigenous 
world. 

It’s another country out there. And I in 
no way mean that as metaphor. This is a 
country of different language, customs, 
worldview, different political systems, and 
different ways of doing business. 

But Galiwin’ku, like most NT communities, 
has been barraged by countless policy 
changes, bureaucrats and (mostly) well-
intentioned “service providers” in recent 
years in a volume of the like not seen for 
some time. Most of these people come 

from far away – another country. They 
view the on-the-ground picture from 
reports, photos or the occasional fly-in fly-
out visit (giving Westerners (Balandas) the 
nickname “seagulls”) and they form 
conclusions based on their own worldview,
ideologies and priorities. “Consultation” is
piece meal at best, and at worst, consists 
of politicians lying to community members 
in an extreme bastardisation of political 
spin.

Communities exist in an information 
vacuum. What little information they 
can get their hands on is in English – a 
second language at best. On a daily basis 
conversations pivot on the tidal waves of 
change that march on relentlessly:

* The ongoing fight for the 
reinstatement of the Racial Discrimination 
Act – a fight which says at its heart that 
community development is not only 
possible whilst maintaining people’s rights, 
it’s the only way

* Negotiating through the 
“transition year” of enforced teaching in 
English and the destruction of hard-fought 
for bilingual education programs, whilst 
point-scoring ministers and their advisers 
completely miss the fact that English is 
actually a second language for the vast 
majority of Indigenous Territorian students

* Delivering manifestos claiming 
the right to live on their own land, 
and defying the new outstation policy 
which falls in alongside the majority of 
Indigenous policy aimed at centralising 
and mainstreaming remote communities 
– Galiwin’ku elders have said they will not 
leave their homelands (Yirralka) even if 
funding is cut off as threatened

*  Leaders acutely feeling the 
intense pressure to sign over the leases to 
their town land in exchange for new houses 
their community members desperately 
need – essentially blackmail, carried out 
with the usual ambivalence towards the 
national plaything that is Indigenous rights

* The closure of community 

councils, the closure of CDEP, the welfare-
school attendance trials, the hardships 
created by income management, gung-
ho police riding the wave of negative 
stereotyping of Indigenous people as 
dysfunctional and violent, the never ending 
grief and trauma of weekly deaths of loved 
ones (the reality of the appalling health 
statistics making headlines down south) – 
the tidal waves march on.

I have seen the incessant pressure on 
leaders and community members to make 
a stand, to fight for justice, community 
control and autonomy, culturally trained 
service deliverers, information in language 
– I’ve seen it lead to depression, alcohol 
abuse, social breakdown, confusion, anger. 
And I watch ill-informed and politically-
motivated policy announcement after 
policy announcement, I watch every man 
and his dog claim the right to speak, to 
blame, to ignore, and I am overcome by 
frustration and sorrow. 

But if people out in the communities can 
live to stand another day, then I will stand 
by them. I’ve still got a lot to learn, but I 
know they’ve got the words that need to 
be listened to. In the meantime, it seems I 
can only hope that Australia will stop using 
blame, punishment, coercion and a quick 
amnesia to inform its relationship with 
Indigenous Australians and instead look to 
genuine partnership, acknowledgment and 
respect.
 

In a letter delivered to all State and Terri-
tory Housing Ministers, Indigenous Affairs 
Minister Jenny Macklin directed that funds 
must not be spent on public housing on 
Aboriginal-owned land in remote regions 
unless Aboriginal landholders first agree to 
lease their property to the Government. 
She says the government must acquire 
control for at least 40 years, though a lon-
ger period will attract additional “advan-
tages” for communities. These advantages 
are unspecified, though communities may 
be able to expect similar to that offered in 
the N.T., where communities have been of-
fered more money or some kind of rent to 
Traditional Owners (in the N.T. this money 
comes from the Aboriginal Benefits Ac-
count, which holds mining royalties already 
owned by TOs). 

This scheme is not just restricted to land-
holders, with the government planning to 
refuse to release Commonwealth housing 
funds for construction of homes on land 
subject to unresolved native title claims, 
fuelling suspicions that Labor is planning 

to introduce a sunset clause or deadline 
on the native title claims process. This 
element of the scheme is likely to pressure 
communities into rushed settlements over 
their native title claims.

Macklin also directs the Ministers to enact 
“tenancy management reforms” aimed 
at ensuring landowners are not able to 
intervene in the relationship between the 
government, as public housing provider, 
and the tenant. She also instructs minis-
ters to ensure that if Aboriginal groups 
are acting as public housing providers, no 
construction begins until they agree to 
be replaced at any time “if required”. In 
2007, there were around 660 Indigenous 
Community Housing Organisations (ICHOs) 
fulfilling this role.

 This plan is currently restricted to remote 
regions, and will affect about one quarter 
of the Indigenous population. This repre-
sents a national roll-out of one of the most 
draconian measures of the N.T. Interven-
tion – compulsory acquisition of Aboriginal 

land for the re/construction of townships, 
and compulsory acquisition, in effect, of 
substantial community assets built up over 
decades by Aboriginal organisations. It is 

also an extension of amendments to the 
N.T. Aboriginal Land Rights Act, strongly 
opposed by Labour when introduced by 
the Howard Government in 2007. There is 
no indication whether communities forced 
into a lease will be compensated for their 

loss of land. In the N.T., single leases over 
an entire township may qualify for a pay-
ment to traditional owners, but govern-
ments have refused to pay rent for leases 
on individual properties.

Macklin’s letter directs Ministers to move 
quickly on the issue, reminding them that 
the Council of Australian Governments Na-
tional Partnership Agreement on Remote 
Indigenous Housing must be finalised by 
no later than March 31 this year. With such 
a short time frame it is difficult to see 
when Indigenous residents and communi-
ties will be given a chance to respond to 
the proposal, or when the issue will be 
opened to any kind of open, public debate.

One Aboriginal leader from west NSW said 
that ‘they might have got away with it in 
the Northern Territory, but they’ll go down 
swinging in NSW.’

(Adapted from www.nit.com.au)

NatioNal iNterveNtioN roll-out

Tidal Waves: Impressions of a remote Indigenous Community



Under the dimly lit marquee Barbara Shaw 
and the rest of the Intervention Rollback 
Action Group (IRAG) sit around the table 
chatting. It’s late on Tuesday night, earlier 
in the day a crowd of over 300 marched 
to the lawns of new Parliament House 
demanding the immediate re-instatement 
of the Racial Discrimination Act (RDA), 
the end to the NT intervention, the UN 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
peoples be signed and for Aboriginal Self-
Determination and Sovereignty. It’s a day 
in which the chant “Stop the Intervention, 
Human Rights for all” was heard in the 
chambers of parliament as the first 
question time for the year was stopped for 
three minutes. 

It’s almost midnight, there’s a meeting at 
8.30 in the morning with Jenny Macklin, 
and the group is still up formulating an 
open letter/statement to be read out and 
given to her. Enough is enough, it’s titled: 
Three words that say it all.

 A year on from the apology and last year’s 
convergence, and the mood around the 
embassy this year is one of determination.

As Jon Altman made clear at Monday 
night’s public forum, “The Northern 
Territory Emergency Response has long 
since stopped becoming an Emergency 
response and has rather become the 
Federal Government’s latest policy 
on Indigenous Affairs in the Northern 
Territory... a policy the Rudd Government 
has acquiesced to and is happy to go along 
with it.”

As many have remarked, the 
Government’s rhetoric of closing the 
gap and recognising human rights for all 
Australians, particularly for those in the 
Northern Territory, is sadly nothing more 
than that: rhetoric.  

You needn’t look far to see. The 2007 
Social Justice reports from HREOC, the 
submissions and the Review into the 
Intervention, prescribed areas people... 
all allude to or explicitly state it: the 
Intervention in its blanket paternalistic 
racist approach deprives Aboriginal citizens 
of the NT basic human rights.  
Not only that, but in same areas the 
NTER has made matters worse. As Irene 
Fisher from Sunrise Community Health 
Services in Katherine recounted, since 
the Intervention they have seen, in their 
biannual surveys, an increase in anaemia, 
people not showing during third trimester 
and most tragically of all youth suicides. 
Irene also expressed fears that children will 
be born underweight.

Just a couple of weeks ago for one whole 
weekend, from Friday morning to Monday 
morning, the computer system in Alice 

went down and no one who was income 
managed could use their basics card. 
Trolleys full of food were left in Woolies 
and Coles in Alice. 

People were forced to scrounge around  
for money. It’s not the first time either. 
When a bus travelled down from Darwin 
to the Convergence in Alice Spring last 
September the basics cards weren’t 
working in Katherine despite those with 
the cards being told that they would 
work! 

Even a High Court judge has hinted as 
much. Justice Michael Kirby as the one and 
only dissenting voice in the  Wurridjal vs 
the Commonwealth of Australia, stated in 
reference to the compulsory 5 year leases 
that are one part of the Northern Territory 
Emergency Response that, “this legislation 
would not be imposed on Non-Aboriginal 
Australians.” 

And this year the UN Committee on the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination has 
been asked to assess the NTER in particular 
regarding the NTER’s suspension of the 
Racial Discrimination Act, a suspension 
that commits many injustices and 
contravenes numerous UN conventions 
Australia is a signature too. 

For a Government whose first act was 
to make a formal apology on behalf of 
previous Governments’ injustice it’s a 
long way backwards in such a short time. 
Although not totally, the prospect of a 
future apology for the NT Intervention 
was muted around the tent embassy last 
year. And it needs to be remembered that 
Australia is the only western democracy 
that has not signed any treaty with its first 
peoples and one of only four countries, 
others abstained from voting but Australia 
loudly and specifically stated NO, that 
have not signed the UN Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

As Barbara Shaw highlighted, there are 
numerous points of the UN Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples that 
Australia is currently violating (articles in 
italics, violations plain):

Article 2•	  Indigenous peoples and 
individuals are free and equal to 
all other peoples and individuals 
and have the right to be free from 
any kind of discrimination, in the 
exercise of their rights, in 
particular that based on their •	
indigenous origin or identity. And 
yet they had to suspend the racial 
discrimination to put the NTER 
on us.
Article 3•	  Indigenous peoples have 
the right to self-determination. 
By virtue of that right they freely 
determine their political status 

and freely pursue their economic, 
social and cultural development. 
Yet the Australian Government 
constantly undermines Aboriginal 
Self-determination.
Article 14. 1.•	  Indigenous peoples 
have the right to establish and 
control their educational systems 
and institutions providing 
education in their own languages, 
in a manner appropriate to their 
cultural methods of teaching 
and learning. Now the NT 
Government wants language 
taken out of our schools and 
English taught for the first 4 
hours. They only way Indigenous 
kids can learn is through our 
language and English so we are 
learning in both worlds.

The list, frustratingly, goes on. The 
defunding of outstations, income 
management, the compulsory land 
leases, mining, shire councils, housing, 
etc  all most all of the 46 articles in the 
UN Declaration Australia’s policies and 
paternalistic attitude contravenes. Take 
Article 23 for instance. It states:

Indigenous peoples have the •	
right to determine and develop 
priorities and strategies 
for exercising their right to 
development. In particular, 
indigenous peoples have the 
right to be actively involved in 
developing and determining 
health, housing and other 
economic and social programmes 
affecting them and, as far as 
possible, to administer such 
programmes through their own 
institutions.

And yet the Federal Government has 
only committed new houses to 16 of the 
73 Communities under the Intervention 
(including outstations there are over 500 
communities in the NT all in need of some 
form of repair or improvement). And the 
community will only get housing if they 
sign a lease with the Government for 40, 
60, 80, 99 years.  So the land that was 
fought and won for over the last 40 years 
now will be returned to the Government 
for a measly sum and a few houses. As 
Harry Jakamara Nelson from Yuendumu 
said at the forum, “We are not going to 
give away our land by signing the leases, 
accepting a bribery. That is out of the 
question!”

Then there is the star chamber powers 
given to police and their inappropriate 
behaviour. Since the Intervention there has 
been a death in custody at Mutijulu,  and a 
man has taken his life in Western  Arnhem 
Land after police chased him regarding a 
consensual relationship he had with his 
promised wife. And in Alice  people have 
been woken up at 6 in the morning as they 
slept outside and  threatened with batons. 

More frighteningly, as people who 
witnessed tell it, police have raided one 
town camp military style, climbing over 
the back fence at dusk with bullet proof 
vests, pointing the laser sights of guns 
at residents’ chests, shaking kids as they 
played in a cubby house, demanding for 
the camp to show them the gun - and all 
because some fire fighters spotted a toy 
pistol in the back of a car. Valerie Napaljarri 
Martin, who was there at the time of the 
raids, said, “How can we trust the police? 
I thought they were out there to help 

and protect but now you can’t trust them 
anymore.”

Its a distrust that also extends to the 
Government both Territory and Federal. 
The list of broken promises and failed 
policy is growing everyday: the review 
recommendations of immediate re-
instatement of the RDA and the end of 
blanket welfare quarranting, the signing 
of the UN Declaration on the rights of 
Indigenous peoples, the funding for 
outstations running out in 2011. On and 
on. 

And on top of this some Aboriginal people 
such as Marcia Langton, Warren Mundine 
and Noel Pearson, and now Bess Price, 
who it needs to be noted is paid by the 
Government for Intervention cultural 
training, speak out in favour of 
the Intervention. Wedging and dividing 
communities. Helping the mainstream 
media in it’s demonising of Aboriginal 
Communities. And it shouldn’t be. As 
Mauri Japarta Ryan told those in Canberra 
“They should know better as intellectuals 
then to speak out about something that is 
not affecting them.” 

Not only should they know better but 
mainstream media should know better. 
There over 45 000 people living as 
proscribed people. More then enough 
voices to listen to. And yet it’s just the 
hand picked ones that seem to get favour. 
With all this it’s little wonder that the 
frustration is building and people are 
screaming enough is enough! 

As a tearful Barbara Shaw reminded 
everyone at the public forum at Albert 
Hall, “We didn’t put ourselves in the 
position of this Intervention... just think 
about who did.” 

Those at the convergence in Canberra 
know who did, hopefully the rest of 
thecountry remembers!

More photos and statements from 
Canberra including audio from the 
convergence and more details about the 
closures to CDEP and the UN case can be 
found at:
www.federalintervention.info
www.rollbacktheintervention.wordpress.
com
www.stoptheintervention.org

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH! 
                           caNbErra cONvErGENcE 09

rally to parliament photo: Hilary Tyler

crowd at parliament photo: Jim

words: Scott photos as stated



STATEmENT
 
My name is Yingiya* Guyula from Liya-dhalinymirr 
clan of the Djambarrpuyŋu People.

 I am a Yolngu Studies lecturer at University in 
Darwin 

 The intervention has only created problems in East 
Arnhemland communities as well remote homeland 
centres. The Intervention has made our people 
more frustrated and confused, the white man’s way 
of thinking is forced on us, and forcing us to aban-
don our culture. 

 Government Ministers have flown into Arnhemland 
communities just for few hours on the ground to 
gather a little bit of information, then they fly back 
into cities thinking they know how to fix the prob-
lems in the communities, thinking they know what’s 
best for us.

 Governments only looked at the fringe camps and 
towns and wet areas where people drink alcohol in 
places such as Nhulunbuy, Katharine, Tenant creek, 
Jabiru Alice Spring and Darwin.

 White people see Aboriginal people in these places 
and think that these people that don’t care about 
life, who don’t care about living. But who are they 
to judge them. They class all Aborigines the same, 
but they are wrong. 

 These white people and those bureaucrats do 
not go out to the East Arnhemland communities, 
where my people live, where there has never been 
alcohol, and these is no child abuse. There are 
Aboriginal people living on remote communities 
of Arnhemland, in homeland centres, away from 
towns, away from the binge drinking areas, poker 
machine and gambling venues. 

 These are people that are able to manage their 
funds and work, or want work, educate, discipline, 
and practice ceremonies. 

 Quarantining of Centrelink payments should be op-
tional and not compulsory. Quarantining might be 
ok for people living in town camps and cities, where 
alcohol and gambling is a problem, but it doesn’t 
work for my people living on remote Arnhemland 
homelands where there is no gambling, no alcohol 
and no child abuse. 

 We are asking simply for understanding that in 
life, their needs to be an understanding between 
two cultures. There needs to be respect between 
cultures.

 Mapuru homeland has a Coop store which won a 
National award for selling healthy food. Centrelink 
won’t approve it to accept quarantined money.  

 This means an aircraft charter fight from the 
mainland homeland at Mapuru to the closest shop 
on Elcho Island costs 560 dollars return. This means 
it’s costing $560 return flight just to buy 150 dollars 
worth of food, where’s the sense in that?

 Arnhemland is like the European Union, made up 
of many different nations, each clan-nation with 
their own language, each with it own national 
estate. Bringing everybody in from the homeland 
centres into the major settlements is not the right 
thing to do because people do not feel secure or 
happy living in another mans land. Children are 
forced to go to school, but really they do not feel 
safe and unsecure on other peoples’ land. 

 There are about 40 children who willingly run to 
school every day at Mapuru homeland because 
it’s their home and they feel secure. Yet the N.T. 
Government wants to close down the homeland 
schools and bring everyone in to the major com-
munities. 

 They think it’s not worth spending money on 
homeland schools who have 40 or more children 
freely, and with their own will attending school, but 
is providing internet services, facilities and technol-
ogy to white schools with attendances as low as 
5. The Education department provides computers 
and internet and distance learning for hundreds of 
cattle station and small schools, across the North-
ern Territory, but homeland schools are neglected.

Further more I would like say that these homelands 
are our homes. There is no violence in the remote 
homeland communities, no child abuse happens, 
no alcohol, no pornography, because out there in 
the bush is where the cultural ceremonial grounds 
are, and from it is where strong discipline comes 
through spirits of our fathers talking through the 
land.

Both the Commonwealth and the Northern Terri-
tory Governments hasn’t given equal opportunity 

Open letter to Jenny Macklin MP regarding the 
Northern Territory Intervention.
February 3, 2009

Enough is enough. 

You talk about ‘closing the gap’ between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous people. But we want to close the Gap our way, on 
our terms- not like past assimilation policies. 

Self-determination has been shattered and abused by the 
government. They change laws every year, every time they 
come into power.

How can we trust your government? You are pushing out 
the NT Intervention, which is racist to the hilt. Your policies 
are hammering down on us on all sides. They are making it 
harder to get food, live on traditional lands and live day to day. 
Children are being punished through this Intervention. All it has 
given us is heartache.

How would you like it if your home were invaded? How would 
you like it to be Income Managed?

The health of our communities is deteriorating. For example, 
Sunrise Health Clinic in Katherine is seeing increasing anaemia 
rates in children. Youth suicide is emerging as a problem, 
where it did not exist before.

Regardless of the consequences and feelings of people who 
are affected, in a law of court you have to be trialled before 
convicted. We didn’t even have that opportunity.

Compulsory land acquisition is a gateway to longer leases. 5 
years, 40 years, 99 years. Now you are threatening to not build 
houses until we sign your leases. But we will not sign.

The government has changed but your top advisors and 
bureaucrats have not. Their brains have melted into John 
Howard’s way. You are listening to them, instead of listening to 
us. It’s really bad. Get rid of your advisors and start afresh.

The vision of our old people comes with responsibility 
to maintain our land and culture. Development of our 
communities must support our dreams and aspirations, with 
our land and resources in our hands.

There is a national campaign that will not accept this racism 
from the government and we will fight- starting from 
prescribed areas, with supporters stretching out across the 
country.

You have the power to reinstate the RDA but you choose 
not to. As long as you don’t, there is still suffering. You are 
murdering us. 

There is nothing dignified about losing our rights as a human 
being based on being an aboriginal citizen. We as a people 
have merit we have worth we have incredible knowledge and 
culture and most of all we have courage and hope for the 
future. 

We demand:

-Repeal of the Northern Territory Intervention laws

-Immediate reinstatement of the Racial Discrimination Act and 
the NT Anti-Discrimination Act

- That you organise a series of day long meetings across the 
NT before March 21, 2009 to come and listen to all Aboriginal 
woman who want to meet with you.

- Funding for housing and essential services for all communities 
without having to sign leases

-Provide us with a list of all of your advisors on the Intervention 

-Provide access to all evidence provided to you from advisors 
regarding the NT Intervention

-Immediately remove all Government Business Managers and 
resource properly funded Aboriginal community councils

-Endorse and implement the UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous People

-Stop the promotion of genocide. By the UN Genocide 
Convention, one definition of genocide is; Conditions of life set 
to destroy the group in whole or in part.

Signed: The Prescribed Area People’s Alliance delegation to 
Canberra, February 2009.

Photo by Jessie Boylan



Right now pressure is mounting in 
the Kimberly’s for an LNG Hub to be 
built by Woodside Petroleum. In spite 
of the numerous dangers that the 
explosion of the gas plant last year in 
the Pilbara region of WA exposed WA 
Liberal Preimer Colin Barnett has been 
pushing to fast track the Kimberely’s 
as Woodside Petroleum’s and WA 
latest gas hub. Having lost the Inpex 
gas plant to Darwin last October, after 
a long drawn out process, Barnett 
seems set on rushing this through as 
quickly as possible.

In December this saw Barnett make 
repeated ultimatums/ threats to the 
Kimberly Land Council that he would 
look at ways of compulsorily acquiring 
the land irrespective of whether the 
Traditional Owners signed on or not. 
In fact the Barnett Government has 
given the Kimberly Land Council 
until the end of March to make a 
deal otherwisethey will proceed to 
compolsurThis line arose out of 
stated concerns from the Kimberly 
Land Council and some traditional 
owners that they didn’t want the 

plant there. It also came after a 
serious of protestors during 2008 from 
traditional owners, environmental 
groups such as the Wilderness Society 
and tourist groups in the region all 
united in their concerns over the 
environmental impact such a plant 
would have on the iconic anpristine 
environment of the Kimberly’s and 
the way in which the Government and 
business interest are rushing  in and 
overriding peoples decision for their 
country.

As the website www.handsoffcountry.
blogspot.com highlights in an entry 
on the 19th February 2009 the land on 
which the Woodside project has been 
proposed, James Price point, ‘consists 
mainly of pindan sand, a clayey sand 
soil... that when dynamic or vibrating 
loads such as those of large motors 
or generators are placed on it... could 
be subject to collapsing.’ This threat 
is illustrated in a video that has been 
posted both on you tube and on the 
blog site.

Earlier Posts from January 2009 show 
what this collapsing may entail. In 

two separate entries on the 8th and 9th 
January we see the effect of collapsing 
pindan. The first entry on the 8th 
shows the pipeline at Woodsides 
plant in the port of Broome becoming 
eroding away after one series wet 
season. What it shows is how the 
simple compensation basin as been 
shifted with a heavy wet season. The 
second entry on the 9th January shows 
the effect of eroding pindan around a 
concrete footpath in Broome. Both of 
these videos highlight the engineering 
dangers of building and illustrated the 
impracticalities of building a gas plant 
in the pindan based region of the 
Kimberly’s.

More poignantly the video of Pixie 
and Daisy exploring James Price Point 
in early January shows just what will 
be lost if the plant is to go ahead. To 
the soft acoustic guitar and female 
voice singing, you see  images of the 
coastline, the trees, the flowers, the 
wildlife that is being threatened, the 
strong red pindan cliffs leading up to 
the beaches, the puddles that form 
from a wet season shower.

It’s spectacular the strong reds next 

to the blues. And watching it brings a 
tear to the eye to think what this site 
could potentially become. The thought 
of a flood coming through also 
makes one wonder how blind are the 
Government and the business to the 
environment in which it’s proposing to 
work? Though not all that surprising, 
the bottom line being for business and 
Government the be all and end all, it’s 
still frustrating that this struggle keeps 
going in the face of all that’s 
happening around and before us.

Having said that with all the footage 
and protest rallies and information its 
website Handsoffcountry highlights 
one way in which you can expose 
campaigns from regions that for the 
majority of a country population is so 
remote and removed from their day to 
day thought. 
For more info and to see all these 
and more in full visit: www.
handsoffcountry.blogspot.com. 
Also check out http://www.
wilderness.org.au/articles/
kimberley-in-crisis

background image: James Price Point, source: 
handsoffcountry.blogspot.com.

to us the First Australians to be able 
to exercise our rights.

 Through the intervention white 
man police stations have been put in 
the major communities for dealing 
mostly with cultural conflict issues 
(problems that can only be solved 
through traditional cultural jus-
tice), but instead the white police-
man force white man law onto us, 
disrespecting our black fella law. 
They think they’ve done the right 
think. But often they’re only making 
it much worst by locking up senior 
leaders, the very ones who are wise 
and keeping our Indigenous Law 
strong.

 This time we are taking the case fur-
ther where it can be heard loud and 
clear by people whose ears, brains, 
feelings have a heart for Indigenous 
Australians. It is now being taken 
further where there is an ear that 
will listen. 

We are taking it further, to the 
United Nations and will talk about 
the intervention, about how income 
management in the Northern Ter-
ritory has had a devastating and 
debilitating impact on remote com-
munities in Arnhemland.

 Finally, we need you to support us. 
We need you to tell governments 
that we want the same opportunities 
as white people, to live and enjoy our 
own cultural life, but they must stop 
trying to make us like whiteman, we 
have our own cultural identity. Let us 
be who we are, and together we will 
have hope for the future.

 Thank you 

* Yingiya is a Yolngu man from North 
East Arnhem Land. His family is 
based in Millinginbi and Gapuwiyak. 
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‘Illustrations of Freedom,’ is a travelling exhibition of 25 original artworks by activist/artists Peta Ridgeway and Fern York. The exhibi-
tion is currently in Sydney at the Little Fish Gallery in Newtown, until the 26th of March.

The artworks are a collection of pieces exploring hope, dignity and strength in oil paint, drawing, collage, mix media and ink. All the 
original works are for sale, as well as prints and patches. 

Illustrations of Freedom is raising funds for Peta and Arthur Ridgeway, Sovereign People based in their ancestral home lands, 
establishing systems of governance. Funds are required for Peta, Arthur and family to travel to New Zealand to sit down with Sovereign 
Peoples who have established a court system.

Fern York has been a sovereignty supporter for a number of years. “Many Australians will find that they have indigenous ancestry that 
has been hidden, covered up and forgotten. I hope to inspire people to discover their lost identity and to take leadership from strong 
sovereign peoples in redressing the genocide that has taken place in this country. Original peoples have suffered greatly. The tide is 
turning. I feel strength and inspiration spending time learning with Original people walking in sovereignty.”

The exhibition will be opening in Newcastle on the 19th of April, with brews not bombs, kumera kitchen snacks and free entry. The 
show will also travel to Melbourne.

If you would like more information or to support Illustrations of Freedom, please contact
Peta: M. 0402436649
Fern: M. 0404576067 E. fernyork@graffiti.net

Illustrations of Freedom



What does sovereignty mean to you?

Burangidigol, it means freedom, it means ancestors, it 
means sovereignty in our own language. We come from a 
society of freedom, thatís what our societyís based on, not 
just free for all and do what you like, but freedom. 

So in being a sovereign and standing as a sovereign and 
walking as a sovereign and breathing as a sovereign I am 
living my culture, itís not an appendage in this day and 
age, I am it, thatís how important it is to me. The word 
sovereignty being an English word, thatís a fantastic one, 
Burangidigol is sovereignty as well in our language and 
itís our birth right, itís not something that we should 
just reclaim, its something about who we are. It means 
walking who we are, walking our culture, not culture as a 
physical act, like masking a basket or blah blah blah blah, 
but this is our culture too, quite frankly.

What actions do you take that are informed by 
your sovereignty?

For a start, I donít acknowledge the jurisdiction of the 
Australian government over my life, because it has none, 
so that is the basis and the foundation of my walk, and my 
fight is to not just actively reject their jurisdiction but to 
put it right, thatís justice to me.
 So thatís the root of our movement, itís not just 
protecting our natural rights, thatís an international law, 
were sovereigns itís about accepting our law and walking 
as we are meant to be walking in this day and age, and 
as weíve always walked, always walked, so itís not new, 
itís something thatís new to a lot of people, yes, because 
weíve been enslaved for so long, Thereís people in the 
world whoíve been enslaved for much longer, itís only 
been 200 years for us but itís about just freeing ourselves 
from the bondage of this society. 

Were not eligible to be bound, thatís the whole point, 
itís the whole foundation of our standing up is that the 
government, theyíre foreign powers, they do not have any 
legal instrument or jurisdiction over us at all, so our walk 
is about educating and rejecting that.

Would you take actions of civil disobedience in 
the course of your sovereignty? 

I wouldnít call it civil disobedience, I call it just our birth 
right, I donít call it war or terror, in fact, were here in our 
own country under duress living the way that we do. What 
they do are acts of terror, they are the terrorists, they are 
the ones enacting war upon us, thatís the thing.

So, itís a long walk, of course, you know, and our fight is 

an endless fight, probably until I close my eyes on life, but 
I hope, when Iím an old girl, Iím gunna have a peaceful 
existence one day, so I gotta get all this straightened out 
now as a young person. Itís my right as an older person, to 
be able to sit down comfortably in my lands somewhere, 
not be invaded by any foreign forces, and to teach my 
grandchildren, great grandchildren, whoeverís about, 
about who they are, and to never forget that, and teach 
them about how to use the environment, and be one 
with the environment, thatís what Iím meant to be fuckiní 
doing, Iím meant to be doing that now as well, thatís 
what Iím meant to be doing every day of my life, I got six 
children, theyíre my responsibility, to teach about this 
stuff, about culture, about how to live. 

We live in a culture today, itís a funny thing to call this 
lifestyle, but it is a culture, this cultureís about slavery, you 
know, itís go get a job, okay, what a job? A job is walking 
for someone elseís dream, you know, I donít want their 
jobs, I donít want to be enslaved or bound to anyone 
elseís dream but my own, you know, or people who have 
like minded dreams. 

I just donít agree with what they want me to do, you 
know, and thereís so many people, no matter where your 
ancestors have come from, in this day and age we have 
the same problem, and thatís all there is too it. They want 
us to voluntarily give up our freedom, so we can help 
someone else, and who is this someone else? In the end, 
someone whoís been ripping our lives apart, and I wonít 
contribute to that, sorry, I never will.

Sovereignty s about governance, itís not about and an 
action, itís not about a protest, itís about governance in 
our lives, which will build into governance of clans, which 
will build into governance of nations, which is I guess 
that catchphrase of self-determination as well, and self 
sufficiency and all these things, you know, and being self 
sufficient in a legal sense of the word to, like, being able to 
hold our own court legally, if we donít know our right, our 
natural rights, if we donít know our own legal jurisdiction 
within our realm, and our legal jurisdiction in their realm, 
and all the other realms that affect us, well then were shot 
ducks, were just bound to be slaves.

So our work is about learning about all these things and in 
turn applying them and protecting ourselves with all those 
facets.

Every single human being on the face of the earth has 
sovereignty, every single person, not just us, itís a natural 
right, thatís an international legal term, natural rights, 
which means that, we donít have to bow down to a 
monarch or a government, thatís how it is for everybody. 

You have the right to be a sovereign if you choose so and 
so do they and her and him, everybody has that right and 
choice. The term is called a freeman, and their rights are, 
like I said, the same as ours, they always fight against, or 
deflect any governing body or foreign power over them, 
itís just about learning how to do that.

The Australian government is a corporation, a corporation 
is not a governing power, itís just like Ronald mc Donald 
saying, oh yea, hereís a licence, drive with it, you know, 
thatís the thing, so all these people [freemen] know the 
truth under common law, no governing power can do 
those things to us so they donít, use licenseís, they get 
pulled up, but if they know all of their shit, their free, you 
gotta know that right things to say, the right questions 
to ask the police when they come, but yea, thatís how it 
works,

How would you like to see other people engage 
in and respect sovereignty?

Well, definitely learn about their own type of sovereignty 
that their entitled to, so what we see is that us having 
jurisdiction means that freemen can come into our 
jurisdiction by invitation and sit inside of our realm, so 
theyíre protected that way. Sovereignty, this movement 
is an endless fight, thatís it. I just hope by the time that 
Iím an old person that Iím not at the same point that 
were at today, you know, If I sit in their jurisdiction and I 
can guarantee that I would be going to the grave fighting, 
tooth nail, every minute, for any given thing, thatís what 
they do to us, Theyíll make a fight there, there, there, 
there and there, and we  go around fighting them all  and 
weíre fucked by the end of the day. They make lots of spot 
fires for us, but what I see with sovereignty, going on the 
route that we are, all those spot fires can be fought with 
one spear thatís what Iím seeing as a practical measure 
as well because everything is to do with sovereignty, 
every single fight, is to do with sovereignty. So yes, people 
learn about their rights and then come and learn about 
our jurisdiction because I donít see any sense in people 
coming from this jurisdiction knowing nothing cause in 
anything they do with us, theyíll get fucked, you know 
what I mean, theyíll get fucked by the system, and we 
donít want that to happen to people. Sovereignty is 
about taking total responsibility for your life. We canít 
carry everybody on our head, sovereignty is about self-
determination and self sufficiency and moving towards 
that, because were not there already, thatís what were 
moving towards. Itís about living our birthright, our own 

law.

The “Oodgeroo of the tribe Noonuccal, 
Custodian of the land Minjerribah, Peace 
Prosperity and Healing, Sacred Treaty 
Circles” has lodged a complaint with the 
Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Com-
mission againstBrisbane Catholic Arch-
bishop John Bathersby, the Trustees of the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Brisbane 
and their lawyers, alleging discrimination 
against Aboriginal people.

The Oodgeroo Treaty Circles have com-
plained that the Archbishop has discrimi-
nated against Aboriginal people by refusing 
to acknowledge the validity of a treaty 
between Father Peter Kennedy on behalf 
of the St. Mary’s South Brisbane parish 
and Bejam Denis Walker on behalf of the 
Noonuccal and other Aboriginal people.

The law firm Thynne and Macartney, act-
ing on behalf of the Archbishop and the 

Corporation of the Trustees of the Roman 
Catholic Archdiocese of Brisbane, have 
written to Bejam Denis Walker and de-
scribed the St. Mary’s treaty as having no 
legal effect or validity and stated that the 
Archbishop will not enter into any discus-
sions or negotiations as to the implications 
of the treaty.

A spokesperson for the Oodgeroo Treaty 
Circles, John Tracey, said…….

The St. Mary’s Treaty was signed during a 
well-attended mass with the congregation 
of St. Mary’s and members of the local 
Aboriginal community witnessing it. The 
treaty was celebrated in coroborree in 
accordance with Aboriginal customary law 
and written on paper in accordance with 
non-Aboriginal law. It is real.”

“The Archbishop has appointed Ian Cal-
linan to mediate between himself and 
St. Mary’s. When Ian Callinan was a high 
court judge he had to be forced off the 
Hindmarsh Island case because of his 
bias against Aboriginal claims of rights 
and interests. The Archbishop’s choice of 
mediator is an example of the contempt 
of Aboriginal law, culture and rights that 
he appears to hold. His blanket refusal to 

discuss the treaty is another.”

“The Oodgeroo Treaty Circles are asking 
the Archbishop and the Brisbane Archdio-
cese to confirm and support the St. Mary’s 
treaty which involves innovative Aboriginal 
welfare and social justice programs such 
as dry camps, a cultural heritage education 
program and the facilitation of Aboriginal 
men’s, women’s and elders business. The 
treaty process provides non-Aboriginal 
Australians a direct relationship with 
Aboriginal culture and programs. This 
path of healing is being obstructed by the 
Archbishop’s refusal to even acknowledge 
Aboriginal rights and interests, let alone 
work pro-actively with them.”

More info

http://treatynow.wordpress.com/

Sovereignty
an interview with Aunty Peta Ridgeway

SACRED TREATY SIGNEE LODGES COMPLAINT TO HREOC 
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interview by Claire and Jen, graphic Tom Civil and Robbie Thorpe



Gunns Limited (Gunns) is proposing to 
build a native-forest-based, chlorine-
bleaching pulp mill in Tasmania, Australia. 
The pulp mill is currently one of the most 
controversial issues in Australia and is 
opposed by the majority of people. 

The project recently received federal 
government approvals for construction 
but not for operation. However, Gunns has 
indicated it will begin construction of the 
project as soon as it secures finance for 
the project. Gunns has not yet completed 
critical scientific work on how the pulp 
mill pollution will impact on marine life 
and the fishing industry. The Australian 
Government needs to put in place 
measures to ensure that Gunns cannot 
begin construction of the pulp mill prior to 
these studies being completed. 

The CSIRO’s leading oceanographer and 
member of the Federal Government 
Independent Expert Group on the pulp mill 
Dr Mike Herzfeld’s report into the impact 
toxic pollution from Gunns pulp mill was 
released on the 29th of January 2009. The 
Herzfeld report confirmed the pulp mill 
would breach permit conditions set for 
the marine environment and pollute the 
coastline of Tasmanian and Flinders Island. 

On 5 January 2008 Federal Environment 
Minister Peter Garrett identified serious 
concerns about the impact Gunns’ 
proposed pulp mill would have on the 
marine environment and insisted that 
more scientific work be completed before 
he would give the full approval to operate 
the pulp mill. Despite this he proceeded 
to grant Gunns further approvals for its 
unpopular project, allowing them to begin 
construction at any time.

The Herzfeld report into the impact 
of Gunns pulp mill on the marine 
environment found that: 

“This creates the possibility for high 
concentrations (of effluent) to be carried 
significant distances from
the source, and will certainly reach         
Commonwealth waters (and the coast) 
under conducive forcing conditions.   

Based on criteria prescribed in the State 
Pulp Mill Permits (2007), maximum 
effluent concentration for Chlorate (the 

most prescriptive constituent in terms of 
mixing zone extent) and target dilutions 
prescribed by GHD, the modelling indicates 
that during the periods simulated the 
effluent dispersion would be in breach of 
the State permit conditions on an almost 
daily basis. There is every reason to expect 
that the mechanisms responsible for these 
exceedances would apply in other periods.”

Minister Garrett has allowed the ludicrous 
situation where construction on the mill 
can begin, without a full understanding of 
the impacts that running the mill would 
have on the marine environment and 
native forest ecosystems. Mr Garrett has 
allowed the cart to go before the horse; 
for construction to begin before he knows 
all of the environmental impacts. The 
majority of people oppose this polluting 
pulp mill and the fast-track assessment 
process that Gunns has been allowed to 
get away with it. 

Yet despite Gunns desire to begin 
construction of their forest-hungry pulp 
mill as soon as possible there are now 
7 major obstacles stopping the project 
proceeding: 

There are currently seven major obstacles 
facing the pulp mill.

1. There is currently a challenge in   the 
Tasmanian Supreme Court by Environment 
Tasmania Inc. and three Tamar Valley 
landowners.

2. A verdict is yet to be delivered in a 
Federal Court challenge by Lawyers for 
Forests.

3. Federal government approval to operate 
the pulp mill has not yet been granted. 
Gunns has been given until March 2011 to 
complete assessment work related to the 
impact effluent would have on the marine 
environment;

4. The West Tamar Council has refused to 
approve access to council land by Gunns 
for construction of its water pipeline.

5. Several Tamar Valley landowners 
are refusing to allow Gunns to build its 
pipelines across their land.

6.Gunns has been unable to raise the $2.2 

billion required to build the pulp mill.

7.The project is opposed by the majority 
of Australians. This fact is consistently 
reflected through independent polling. 

Right now we need the support of people 
like you, from all parts of Australia, to help 
ensure this project doesn’t proceed. We 
want you to become a Super Activist! 

Every year a minimum 9% of your income 
is contributed to your superannuation. 
Today, around $1 trillion is invested by 
Australians in superannuation funds. 
Many of these investments may directly 
contradict your personal values. For 
instance, approximately 40% of Tasmanian 
logging giant Gunns Ltd’s shareholders are 
superannuation funds.

You may not realise, but it is through 
superannuation and other forms of 
investment that major companies’ 
activities, including socially and 
environmentally destructive activities, are 
underwritten.

Fortunately, you don’t have to settle for 
this.In 2005 the Federal Government 
introduced Super Choice legislation. This 
means you now have the right to decide 
how to invest your retirement money.

By becoming a Super Activist, you can 
hold your superfund accountable for the 
investments they make on your behalf. The 
best thing about this is that research has 
shown long-term returns have been 
consistently higher for investors who 
have chosen funds that explicitly take 
environmental, social and governance 

factors into account when choosing 
investments.

Recently, over 40,000 Australians helped 
convince the ANZ bank to decide not 
to fund Gunns’ proposed pulp mill. This 
shows that the genuine actions of a 
committed group of people really can 
make a difference.

Following on from the successful 
campaign to encourage ANZ, Westpac, 
NAB and Commonwealth Bank not 
to fund Gunns proposed pulp mill in 
Tasmania we now need your support to 
get the superannuation industry to end its 
support for the destruction of Australia’s 
irreplaceable native forests. Go to www.
wilderness.org.au/superactivist today and 
mobilise your financial power as a Super 
Activist! 

Gunns Pulping Old Growth Forests

The Gunns Pulp Mill is not 
the first major pulp mill proposed 
for Tasmania. In the late 80’s a 
kraft pulp mill was proposed in 
Wesley Vale, Northern Tasmania. 
After pressure on the State and 
Federal about the environmental 
concerns of the mill, particularly its 
impact on Tasmania’s Wilderness 
Heritage areas, in 1989 the Wesley 
Vale Pulp Mill was sent to the 
shredders. 20 years on, having 
increased logging in Tasmania 
by four fold, and with the dollar 
and price of pulp plummeting, 
Gunns, Tasmanian and Federal 
Government propose another 
pulp mill and further destruction 
of Tasmanian old growth native 

forests.

VICTORIA’S LAST REGNAN FOREST IN DANGER!

Words: Jonathan Earley..

The logging of Australian native forests 
has long been a blatant affront to morality. 
However Victoria can’t seem to rid itself 
fast enough of its fundamental natural 
heritage with over 70% of the state’s native 
forests clear-felled and a staggeringly large 
proportion of our native wildlife rendered 
rare or endangered.

Brown Mountain is a spectacular area 
of dense native forest located in East 
Gippsland. It is the headwaters of the 
Bonang River and is the sole bio-link 
(connecting forest) between the Snowy 
River and the Errinundra National Park.

The region is home to an area of native 

old growth known as ‘The Valley of 
The Giants’, a sublime meeting of lush 
rainforest and awesome trees, hundreds of 
years old. My first thought upon stepping 
into the midst of the staggering gums 
(some up to 13m in circumference!) was 
that I was entering the belly of a giant 
creature. Ducking amidst the ancient tree 
ferns and walking on a bed of damp bark 
you realize everything around you is so 
alive and all part of something greater. The 
beauty of such a place is truly an 
experience you will keep with you forever.
With the logging of native forests still 
rife in Victoria it came as a relief to all 
when during the 2006 state elections the 
ALP made a promise to “Immediately 
protect remaining significant stands of 
old-growth forest currently available for 
timber harvesting by including them in the 
National Parks and reserves systems”. It 
didn’t end there either; they also pledged 
to set up an ‘Old Growth Walk’ at the 
Valley of The Giants in Brown Mountain, 
thus generating a greater number of far 
more long term jobs than logging in the 
area would produce. (In fact only 2% of 
employment in East Gippsland comes from 
logging).

However politicians will be politicians and 
come July of the following year things 

had changed. The Brumby government 
approved the addition of three new 
coupes in the heart of the Valley to the 
logging schedule; 840-502-0015, 840-502-
0019, 840-502-0020, also known as coupe 
15, coupe 19 and coupe 20. Thus it was 
now clear that the Victorian people had 
been taken for a ride and, as the region 
mapped for the Old Growth Walk was now 
to be logged and burned, that too was now 
nothing but political smoke.

Stopping the logging currently taking 
place in Brown Mountain has long been 
an issue of immense urgency; being 
home to countless rare and endangered 
species including the Powerful Owl, Sooty 
Owl, Spotted-tail Quoll and the Long-
footed Potoroo, as well as ancient tree 
ferns and old growth, Brown Mountain 
is well known as one of the most diverse 
ecosystems in the world. In fact it was 
marked as a National Estate area by the 
Commonwealth Heritage Commission in 
the 1980s. Logging of heritage land began 
shortly after in 1989.

The race is on against the timber industry 
for Brown Mountain. They know the 
immorality, illegality, and pure insanity of 
logging such a significant carbon bank and 
habitat for so many native endangered 
species and are thus clamoring for their 
trucks and dozers and pressing forward 
with this conversion before anything can 
be done to stop them. They have already 
completed logging in coupe 20, wiping out 
a large section of the Valley of The Giants 
and significantly crippling the Old Growth 
Walk’s dreams of going ahead.

So what’s being done to stop 
them? In order to reclaim this area, 
environmentalists must use the law in our 

Huge messmate, Brown Mountain

Old growth stump, Brown Mountain
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own favor. With the Brumby government 
compromised by ties to the logging 
industry, locals and volunteers remain the 
only upholders of law and justice in the 
region

We know this area is critical habitat to a 
number of species of glider and owl but 
no surveys had been taken so we could 
not prove this fact. So, under threat of 
arrest, volunteers and amateur surveyors 
took fauna surveys which recorded over 
threshold numbers for the area to be 
legally protected. Professional surveys 
followed which backed up these figures. 
These are currently being officially 
confirmed by government biologists and 
could result in a halt in the logging.

“The place is literally teaming with 
endangered species.” said Jill Redwood 
from Environment East Gippsland (Brown 

Mountain’s local enviro-group). “The 
government and logging industry knows it 
is one of the most diverse and wildlife rich 
sites remaining unprotected, but refused 
to identify these animals before they 
started cutting down their habitat. We had 
to prove it.”

Another known resident of the area is 
the extremely rare Orbost Spiny Crayfish. 
Of course VicForests (the state-owned 
business that manages commercial 
logging) have long denied their existence 
in the region and so that was something 
else that would need proving, but with 
logging already well underway in the area 
the pressure was on. Luckily, a few weeks 
ago one was sighted near Brown Mountain 
Creek and since then professional 
surveys have discovered the presence 
of the Crayfish as well as other known 
endangered inhabitants such as the Sooty 

and Powerful owls. This new evidence 
is great as it is blatantly illegal to log the 
habitat of endangered species, so there is 
a reprieve on logging this coupe at Brown 
Mountain, for now. 

While surveys take place, and legal 
avenues are pursued, is vital to also have 
people on the front line halting this illegal 
felling until the case is through. This is 
where local group Goongerah Environment 
Centre (aka. GECO) are involved; carrying 
out tree sits, locking themselves to dozers 
and, often quite literally, standing in the 
way of the logging in Brown Mountain.

Brown Mountain is crown land; it is held 
by the government on the people’s behalf. 
It belongs to all Victorians, yet, in a recent 
poll, 80% of Victorians were opposed to 
the logging that is currently taking place 
there. Democracy is failing.

Jono is a volunteer forest activist working with 
Victorian environment groups to protect old-growth 
forests.

ECOSySTEmS AS WASTE:
ThE RE-EMERGENCE OF NATIVE FOREST POWER

   

“Forests are a global treasure; and 
a source of beauty, inspiration, 
recreation and outstanding 
products”. Tackle Climate Change - Use 
Wood (Canadian Edition).

To those many inhabitants of planet Earth 
who perceive that the  value of forests  
is unattached to any anthropical utility, 
the above statement is anathema. For 
the “new” forestry industry, however, 
the extraction of every last dollar from 
our forested landscapes is an ongoing 
pursuit. The search for new markets 
and the utilisation of new technologies 
underpins this quest. Steam driven 
sawmills, chainsaws, the emergence of 
high technology machinery from the 
Second World War, Jinka log trucks,and 
rotary veneer mills have all accelerated the 
conversion of ancient forests into dollars. 
The techno-envelope continues to be 
pushed, with emerging technologies such 
as John Deere mechanical harvesters that 
walk through forests like giant arachnids 
having the potential to increase the 
efficient dismemberment of ecosystems.

The latest scheme hatched by the 
international and Australian forestry 
industries,however,  owes more to Ned 
Ludd than to the creators of sci-fi logging 
machines. In 17th  century Britain, the 
cartels that monopolised the supply 
of wood to the emerging mercantile/
industrial economy were superseded by 
new technology (coal). 

Now it seems, the forestry industry is 
seeking to turn back the clock, combining 
disingenuous climate change rhetoric, a 
collapsing woodchip market, and some 
opportunistic riding of the renewable 
energy bandwagon in order to push their 
latest money spinner – native forest fired 
electricity generation, or “dead Koala” 
power.

Over the past decade the Australian 

forestry industry has pursued a number 
of native forest fired power stations. 
Southern Tasmania, the New South Wales 
south coast, the Hunter Valley, south west 
Western Australia, and other areas have 
all seen proposals for these projects. Some 
of these projects, such as Manjimup and 
Raymond Terrace, have failed due to a 
combination of community opposition, 
state government regulations, and the 
uncertain economics of such projects. 
Other projects, such as Southwood, in 
Tasmania’s Southern Forests, have been 
placed on the back burner as investors 
have lost confidence, despite constant 
industry promotion.

The forestry industry, however, is 
expending significant energy into 
stirring this forest-consuming phoenix 
from the proverbial ashes. South East 
Fibre Exports(SEFE), a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Japanese timber giant Harris 
Daishowa, has well advanced plans for the 
construction of a power plant at its Eden 
chipmill on the NSW south coast and is 
actively shopping for retailers to buy the 
electricity generated, while wood supply 
agreements have been signed for a plant 
in Collie, Western Australia. The plans for 
Gunns Limited’s pulp mill in Tasmania’s 
Tamar Valley contain a plant that will 
consume over 500,000 tonnes of native 
forest per year. 

The key thread that runs through all these 
proposals, past, present, and future, is that 
they are wildly unpopular. Communities, 
consumers, conservationists, electricity 
retailers and state governments in NSW 
and Victoria have either been vehemently 
opposed or reticent to legitimise a process 
which involves large scale extraction of 
timber from native forests. Nevertheless, 
companies such as SEFE, Gunns, Forestry 
Tasmania and others continue to solicit 
investors and retailers to support these 
projects.

The main impetus for the proliferation of 

project proposals has been the Renewable 
Energy (Electricity) Act 2000. Under this 
legislation, each energy retailer must 
purchase a specified number of Renewable 
Energy Certificates (RECs), with these 
generated by certified renewable energy 
producers. This piece of legislation counts 
native forest fired power as being eligible 
for these certificates. A main proponent 
of this industry, the National Association 
of Forest Industries,  freely admits that 
without this subsidisation by retailers and 
ultimately consumers, native forest power 
is not economically viable.

The Renewable Energy Act includes 
regulations which require that the wood 
which supplies feedstock for native 
forest biomass must come from coupes 
where there is more high value products 
extracted than low value products. In 
effect, this puts restrictions on how much 
wood can be supplied, particularly given 
that woodchip volumes in  NSW, Victoria 
and Tasmania are generally in the order 
of 60 -90% . The recent, ongoing review 
of the Act, designed to increase the size 
of the overall renewable energy target, 
saw significant representations from the 
forestry industry aimed at  removing 
regulations such as the ‘high value’ 
clause which inhibit native forest biomass 
projects.

Indications are that the existing regulations 
will not be changed, however the planned 
amendments to the Act are likely to 
overide bans on native forest power 
in the domestic NSW and Victorian 
renewables schemes, and native forests 
will retain eligibility for Renewable Energy 
Certificates.

This continued legislative support 
encourages the proliferation of native 
forest-fired  power,  with the potential 
problems resulting being both wide 
ranging and significant in scale.The 
establishment of  such an industry 
will almost inevitably result significant 
greenhouse gas emissions, damage to 
already fragmented and degraded natural 
ecosystems, and perverse disincentives 
for the development of truly renewable 
energy sources.

The persistence demonstrated by both 
the forestry industry in pursuing native 
forest power and local communities 
and conservationists in resisting its 
establishment make it appear likely that 
this will continue to be a key conservation 
issue in coming times. The added 
ingredient of climate change provides a 
high likelihood that the wider community 
will become increasingly aware of this 
issue.

Long time observers of this debate may 
well have noted the similarities between 
native forest fired power and the 
murderous protagonists in many a B-grade 

horror film – no matter how many near 
fatal injuries are inflicted, those wishing to 
ensure its demise are well advised to make 
sure it is actually dead before turning their 
backs. 

The newly formed Australian Forests 
and Climate Alliance (AFCA) is currently 
addressing the native forest biomass 
issue. For details about AFCA and biomass 
contact  forestsandclimate@gmail.com 
or see www.greenlivingpedia.com/ 
Australian_Forest_and_Climate_ Alliance.
For further details see www.huon.org or 
www.coolforests.org

Forestry industry claims •	
regarding the carbon neutral 
status of burning native forests are 
based on largely flawed accounting 
methodologies which ignore 
emissions from forests which 
existed prior to January 1, 1990, 
and also in future sequestration 
in regrowing forests which is both 
small in scale and occurring over 
timeframes of decades to centuries 
– that is too late to compensate for 
immediate emissions;
The recognition of native forests •	
as being a renewable generation 
resource creates perverse 
outcomes for emissions reductions 
as it provides additional assistance 
to an already heavily subsidised 
industry to create heavily emitting 
projects with unfair competitive 
advantages over truly renewable 
sources;
The forestry industry is seeking •	
new markets and subsidies 
in order to support a native 
forest woodchipping industry 
beleaguered by the withdrawal 
of social licence,changing 
consumer and market demands, 
particularly in Japan, and recent 
market downturns.Industry trends 
in the U.S. point to large scale 
promotion and conversion of the 
woodchip industry from pulp and 
paper production to bio-energy 
production;
Current industrial forestry •	
procedures have large scale 
adverse impacts on biodiversity, 
hydrology, and other ecosystem 
values and any additional 
extraction,  will have additional 
deleterious impacts;
Government and electricity •	
retailer support for native forest 
fired power has the potential to 
undermine public confidence in 
legitimate emissions reduction 
efforts at a time when the scientific 
consensus is moving rapidly 
towards a need for much greater 
emissions cuts than those being 
considered by governments and at 
international negotiations. 

Clearfelling at Brown Mountain, Nov 2008
logging coupe Tas, if pulp mill goes ahead there’ll be more of this
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It’s hard to describe the Oteshan 
experience to anyone who hasn’t done it 
before, but it’s much like building a large, 
like-minded family around yourself, only 
one that’s from all over Australia (and a 
few cousins from the US and Canada), 
then far too soon revealing to them 
those grumpy, manic, and delirious sides 
of yourself that were reserved for your 
Mum during year 12 exams. Then you 
put yourself into strenuous, often very 
beautiful surroundings, during which you 
spend hours making up songs to get past 
the 60 kilometre mark and your mood 
does 360-degree turns as you debate when 
and why it became appropriate to call 8am 
a sleep in. Then you go all roaming Von 
Trapp family style and start performing to 
kids, only we didn’t dig the hills so much, 
and the lycra was way spunkier than those 
dresses. Then you wake up and do it all 
again. Needless to say it was amazing, but 
success can be measured in many ways...

At the beginning of the tour I had rather 
humble aims, and success was whether 
I’d even make the 1300 kilometres. As a 
softcore commuter whose skills to offer 
the group were in consensus rather than 
bike maintenance or anything practical, 
my greatest anxiety on leaving Melbourne 
wasn’t about community living, running 
workshops with people I didn’t know, or 
even performing in front of school kids 
(with a grand total of two semesters’ 
drama tuition in year eight). I was more 
concerned about my ability to survive the 
first ride with panniers and of a distance 
greater than uni/work/city/parties. So, 
on that scale, I “succeeded” – including 
several 40 degree plus days, a 110 
kilometre ride, freeway riding, and riding 
with a trailer with a bent axle.
 
But the point of the tour was to deliver 
an “educational program” to students in 
years 7-10. To measure the “success” of 
the presentations could be difficult. The 
performance, called ‘Morning of Choices’ 
is focused on solutions that young people 
can use to “be the change you want to see 
in the world” (Otesha’s key philosophy – à 
la Ghandi). It goes through the lives of 
two average teenagers and the simple 
things they’d do every day; showering, 
packing lunch, buying clothes, watching 
TV and getting to school, and addresses 
the impacts of these habitual actions. We 
then look to them for solutions for how 
these impacts can be reduced, and suggest 
some of our own solutions while exploring 
the positive impacts we can have. In 
some schools we also fleshed these issues 
out with four follow up workshops on 
food, consumerism, climate change and 
biodiversity.
 

From the very first performances I 
could see that kids were listening and in 
particular were moved by the opening 
slideshow, which is essentially a series 
of photographs exposing the reality 
of the military-industrial complex and 
the impacts of the over-consumptive, 
hyper-sensationalist society in which 
[we] participate everyday...but we didn’t 
put it in as much words to the kids. In 
revealing the reality of the destruction 
we’re wreaking on the planet, the other 
15 million species we share it with and 
each other, the presentation performs a 
simple but rare function: a lot of people 
just need that connection between their 
own unsustainable practices and others’ 
suffering to be made to actually start 
paying attention. 
 
So how do you make sustainability 
appealing to that age group? How do you 
put yourself out there on something you’re 
passionate about to school kids still way 
too cool to be anything but apathetic (or 
so my increasingly hesitant scepticism 
told me)? Well, Otesha’s all about walking 
the talk, so we ate as sustainably as we 
could, we “mellow yellowed” our way 
across the countryside, and we created 
compost bins in each town (even when we 
had to perform 6am guerrilla composting 
in other peoples’ compost bins). And of 
course, we rode into each town, and then 
out to the schools we performed at. Kids, 
and everyone for that matter, get sick of 
rhetoric, and sick of the “blah blah blah” 
of climate change solutions. So I think 
most of them were responding to the 
commitment tour members had made in 
riding it as much as anything else. 
 
I think it was also really important that 
we talked to students as people. I first 
got involved in activism while I was still at 
school so part of my motivation for going 
on the tour was to catalyse younger people 
into action and give them the tools to get 
involved. Because of this I was anxious 
to not be patronising to the students and 
empower and inform them rather than 
“teach at” them. Radical concept I know, 
but just how refreshing some alternative 
schools felt and how open and responsive 
they were to us is an indication of how 
stifling traditional education can be. I think 
they also responded well as the solutions 
we offered were tangible, accessible and 
achievable. By riding our bikes the 1,300 
kilometre distance instead of driving 
we saved the equivalent of 2.4 average 
Australian homes’ annual carbon output. 

Similarly the kids could relate this to the 
possible positive impacts of their everyday 
choices such as riding to school every day 

instead of getting a lift in a 4WD.

One of the most memorable moments I 
had was when a kid called Lighty, a year six 
(from one of the primary schools we were 
able to visit), told us that the issue he is 
most passionate about is racism. When we 
asked him what he wanted to do about it 
he said he was going to get some friends 
together and put up “NO RACISM” posters 
around town. Other students were less 
outright inspiring than this twelve-year-
old kid, but in every workshop there were 
at least a few kids with genuine concerns 
and an eagerness to talk about what their 
families were already doing or what they 
personally wanted to do.

The tour also reminded me how important 
it is to work on campaigns on a number 
of levels. Consumer responsibility 
alone is not going to stop large scale 
corporate recklessness, but we also 
need to remember that locking on to 
coal fired power stations is not going to 
stop your average person from using the 
Australian average of 400 litres of water 
per day For me the tour was a reminder 
that some of the most radical concepts 
are in the smallest of actions – from our 
intimate relationships to introducing new 
educational concepts to people, and it is 
through a combination of methods that we 
are building a movement.

Having said that I still consider there to be 
limitations in the attitude towards climate 
change that focuses heavily on “youth 
education” and very little on the current 
state of affairs. The empowerment of the 
next generation to combat climate change 
“when they grow up” is a cop out which 
excuses the sort of pathetic emissions 
reductions targets Rudd announced in 
2008 and allows the continuation of status 
quo coal industry development. Climate 
change and unsustainable practices aren’t 
solely an issue for the next generation,, it 
is the responsibility of people right here 
and now to start responding! So while 
educating students is incredibly important, 
it is neglectful to focus on this area alone 
and expect climate change to be dealt 
with, as the longer we look to the next 
generation for solutions, the less of a 
future we’re giving them.
 
Although the tour was at times quite 
challenging, I never strayed far from an 
awareness of my own privilege in being 
both physically and financially able to be 
on tour, and through it have exposure to 
amazing sustainability projects going on 
and the amazing people behind 
them. From renewable energy coops to 
small sustainability groups producing 

incredible feats of community, to thriving 
permaculture education centres, to Social 
Justice and Democracy student groups 
working on fair trade, to fair trade cafes 
in the smallest country towns. Not to 
mention school initiatives such as bulk 
buying solar panels, bush regeneration 
projects, bike camps, and my favourites 
– one in Woodend with a compost bin in 
each classroom and no-package lunches 
prepared at school, and Ararat, where the 
science teacher had started up a guerrilla 
garden in the court yard with the year nine 
class! Each of these projects are the sort 
of thing that goes completely under the 
radar, yet points to a growing awareness 
about the mess we’re in and the stubborn 
resilience of grassroots solutions to offer 
real effective change in new and exciting 
ways.

Finally, the tour was a reminder of 
how important it is for activism to be 
fun and embody the world we want 
to live in. And it was most decisively a 
success to me because each of us were 
ourselves empowered and inspired by the 
experience, and will take our strengthened 
convictions and terrible jokes back to 
our homes towns to keep spreading the 
word...

for more on Otesha see
 www.otesha.org.au
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Otesha Performance

Guerrilla garden created by students at Ararat 
High School.

The Otesha Group.
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More than 30 Queensland citizens con-
cerned about a sustainable future for 
Queensland built a veggie garden on the 
lawns of Parliament House to urge the ma-
jor political parties to protect good quality 
agricultural land from mining. 

“Protecting our local food bowl from short-
term interests such as coal mining is vital if 
we are to move towards sustainability in 

                       Queensland. The coal industry  
                       in this state must be reigned 
                       in. We’re urging all political 
                       parties to ensure Queensland 
h                     as a sustainable future by        
                       legislating to protect good
g                     quality agricultural land,  
                       nature refuges and potential 
                       renewable energy sites from 
                       mining” said Six Degrees                
                       spokesperson Eleanor Smith. . 

                       “At present there are a 
                       number of coal mines in vari
                       ous stages of approvals on 
                      good quality agricultural land 
                      in southern Queensland. At 
a time when peak oil, climate change, 
decreased water security and global food 
shortages are plaguing society, the last 
thing we should be doing is expanding the 
coal industry” said Ms Smith
The event was supported by landholders 
from around Queensland who are being 
affected by the rampant expansion of the 
coal industry.

Landholder Wendy Buttsworth, is set to 
lose the property her husband’s family has 
owned for over 100 years to a planned coal 
mine at Kunioon.  Just 10 kilometres 
from Kingaroy this coal mine will jeopar-
dise the Peanut Capital of Australia and the 
Gateway to the Bunya Mountains National 
Park. 

“Irreplaceable superior quality food pro-
ducing land will be mined for poor quality 
dirty coal, destroying an abundance of 
groundwater, including sub artesian aqui-
fers and risking the water supply to the 
township of Nanango and Bjelke-Petersen 
Dam further downstream and potentially 
endangering an already delicate ecosys-
tem” said Mrs Buttsworth.

Rob McCreath, landholder, and president 
of community group Friends of Felton, 
which formed to oppose an open-cut coal 
mine and coal-to-liquid plant in the Felton 
Valley said, “Mining destroys farmland, 
drains aquifers, and pollutes rivers. Burn-
ing coal produces greenhouse gases which 
drive climate change, resulting in more 

frequent and severe droughts. Coal mining 
on prime farmland is a lose-lose situation”. 

“Queensland farmers are ensuring food 
and economic security for our future” said 
organic farmer Nevin Olm, from Haystack 
Plains, an area of prime agricultural land 
currently under threat from coal mining.

Yesterday 15 groups including climate 
change groups, landholders, faith groups, 
and conservation groups wrote a joint let-
ter to all the major political parties calling 
for:

1. a ban on mining on prime agricultural 
land, nature refuges and potential wind 
energy sites
2. a legislated moratorium on coal fired 
power stations in Queensland; and
3. a redirection of subsidies from the fossil 
fuel industry in Queensland into funding 
for renewable energy and green jobs in.

For the full text see http://www.brisbane.
foe.org.au/election_letter.html

GARDENERS REJECT COAL MINING ON FOOD PRODUCING LAND.

We should all be aware of the converging 
global crises of climate change, peak oil, 
economic depression, and the general 
decline of industrial civilisation. On top 
of this, governments and corporations 
are increasingly incapable of maintaining 
even their favourite activities (like growing 
the economy), let alone dealing with new 
problems. 

Faced with these stark realities, the 
question really is of what, if anything, we 
can do. Local autonomy and resilience are 
common themes, and many activists are 
rethinking the ways of organising and the 
strategies used to create real changes, 
especially around providing for real needs. 
This involves working on ways that food, 
health, education, conflict resolution, and 
other basic necessities can be provided 
locally, and in radically different ways 
to the current situation. It also involves 
fundamentally altering our relationships 
with local ecologies, and with each other. 

Over the last few years I’ve been exploring 
the possibilities of growing food in the city 
and ways of providing for peoples basic 
need to eat. A great tool for doing this 
is Permaculture, a design system based 
on ecological and egalitarian principles. 
It initially dealt mainly with methods of 
farming, but its scope now ranges from 
backyard food growing to whole city 
retrofits.

Cities and Resilience.
Despite the dreams of back-to-the-
land movements that inspired early 
permaculture, we increasingly find 
ourselves in massive, highly populated 
cities that draw vast amounts of energy 
and resources from the surrounding 
earth and ecosystems. As they consume 
resources they expel wastes into seas, 
rivers and the atmosphere, with fairly well 
known consequences.

But for more than half the world’s 
population, and the vast majority of 
Australians, the city is where we live. It’s 
where most of the housing and resources 
are, where most things are happening, 
and this late in the day, it’s a situation 
that could be difficult for us to change. 

So, the question is, how do we transform 
these environments from pollutive 
energy guzzling giants to networks of self 
supporting, resilient communities? And if 
possible, could it even be enjoyable?

The Zen of Greywater
Realising the global problems we are 
faced with, we come back dealing with the 
realities of our everyday lives. Attempting 
to live differently is not about gaining 
some moral high-ground, but inspiring 
movements of similar actions so that their 
effects might one day be tangible. Still, 
its quite a journey to discover what the 
changes might actually look like in practise, 
the simple pleasures and mundane tasks 
we would be engaging in. I had never 
imagined I would be doing so much 
plumbing, or shovelling so much horse 
poo.

Over the last few years backyard gardening 
has re-emerged, and movements like 
Permablitz have grown alongside more 
informal gatherings, where vegie gardens 
and irrigation systems are built, skills 
are learnt and people generally enjoy 
themselves. Recently I’ve worked with 
friends on greywater projects, playing 
with trenches, pipes and mulch basins to 
transform wasted water into a valuable 
resource that feeds fruit trees and gardens. 
Working with local soils and conditions 
builds knowledge that we can pass on from 
one project to the next, and watching the 
gardens grow through our most intense 
summer heat without extra watering has 
been truly amazing.

Commons in the City
Beyond the boundaries of backyards and 
their inherent instability for those of us 
who don’t own them, council property, 
marginal and forgotten spaces provide 
other opportunities. Though sometimes 
promoted as trendy, flower-planting 
beautification, for many of us guerilla 
gardening is about reclaiming these public 
spaces for local, productive purposes. 
We plant fruit trees and perennial forest 
gardens and divert stormwater to feed 
them, meeting locals and random passers 
and pick up spades and mattocks together. 

Its also about experimentation - interacting 
with and experiencing urban environments 
in fundamentally different ways, while 
revitalising old ideas of the commons and 
drawing on attitudes towards urban spaces 
from other parts of the world, where 
providing for at least some needs locally is 
a constant necessity.

In one of our favourite gardens, along 
a train line in the northern suburbs 
of Melbourne, thirteen fruit trees are 
growing well, surrounded by herbs and 
perennial vegetables and deep mulch. 
Neighbours and local railway workers 
helped to build the gardens, and also 
to look after them. New garden beds 
appear mysteriously - front-end loaders 
move faster than wheelbarrows! The 
unlikelihood of the situation only makes 
it more enjoyable. The neighbour blasts 
Blondie and fires up the barbeque while 
we dig holes for heritage apple trees. It’s 
sublime proof of the abundant possibilities 
awaiting almost anywhere in our cities.

Another offshoot of the guerrilla gardening 
project, working with people from 
Permablitz and the Loophole Community 
Centre, has been the Merristem 
greenhouse in Brunswick. The property 
of a generous friend, a few days work and 
an automatic watering system have built 
a greenhouse that can provide potted 
trees, herbs and vegetables for community 
projects at virtually no cost, and stock up 
for the next season of guerrilla planting. 
At the same time we collectively learn 

propagation skills and ways of organising, 
and build a viable local alternative to the 
industrial nurseries that supply most of the 
plants and trees available in the city. 

Mutual Aid
Most of the projects I’ve described are 
built around the idea of mutual aid, which 
simply means people helping each other 
to get things done. While some skills are 
needed for planning gardens or greywater 
systems, techniques are pretty simple 
and can be learned quickly. It’s generally 
quite a different process to traditional 
activist organising as well – definitely less 
meetings! 

Mailing lists and word of mouth let 
people know about events, and constantly 
shifting groups can be involved. People 
get whatever they need out of the days, 
learning from each other and learning 
to work with each other, with tangible, 
fulfilling results.

Getting Started
The positive side of the crises we face is 
that so much space is becoming available 
for creating real change in how we live. We 
can organise autonomously and provide 
real needs in radically new ways; we 
have the theory and practical examples, 
its just a matter of starting - of reaching 
out to people and creating communities 
that can work together and support each 
other. While some of the work may be 
hard the results are far more satisfying 
than anything offered to us by capitalist or 
government alternatives.

What I get most from working on 
these projects is the knowledge that 
beneath their apparent simplicity, 
taking responsibility for our basic needs 
has radical implications. Building local 
autonomy and resilience can create 
stronger communities and social 
movements, which don’t rely on the 
systems they want to change. 

Everyday Urban Revolutions: Guerrilla Gardens, Grey Water Systems

words and photos: Raf 

Guerrilla garden created by students at Ararat 
High School.

Merristem Greenhouse, East Brunswick



The following is a list of campaigns that are always 
in need of donations. You support however small is 
greatly appreciated.

SWST- Still Wild Still Threatened, since 2006 SWST 
have been campaigning for the protection of Tasma-
nia’s forests demanding an end to Gunns destruction 
of these pristine environments
Account name: Tasmanias Southern Forests
BSB #: 737001.
Account #: 704815.

IRAG- Intervention Rollback action Group is a group 
of indigenous and non-indigenous people based in 
Mpartnwe/Alice Springs demanding an end to  the 
NT intervention. Since incpetion they have been 
workround round the region recording stories and 
organsing meetings.
Account Name:      Intervention Rollback Action 
Group
BSB No:                  633 000
Account No:           134157049
advise by email (rollbacktheintervention@gmail.com) 
when you make a deposit so we can track (and thank) 
all donors

ANFA- Australia Nuclear Free Alliance, is an alliance 
of black and gren groups working to end the nuclear 
industry in australia. Formed in 97 during the Jabi-
luka campaign ANFA holds meetings yearly were TO’s 
from around the country come to share and learn 
about what the uranium industryis doing around the 
country. As you can imagine this costs a loi of money 
and any donation whatsoever helps in the running of 
this amazing event. Currently ANFA is re-structuring 
and all cheques or money orders of donation should 
be sent to:
Friends of the Earth (FOE)
PO Box 222, Fitzroy, Vic 3065.
please mak sure in the accompanying note you let 
FOE knows its for ANFA.

ASRC- ATsylum Seekers Resource Centre, is the larg-
est provider of aid, advocacy and health services for 
asylum seekers in Australia. They work directly with 
asylum seekers, both living in our community and de-
tention, to provide direct aid and support as they seek 
refugee status in Australia. From campaign support 
to food and housing aids ASRC are always looking for 
finacial and goods to ease the stress on aslyum seek-
ers. To donate get in touch with the ASRC at www.
asrc.org or call the ASRC at 03 9326 6066.

G20 arrestee Solidarity Network, is a network to 
support people who were arrested following the G20 
protests in November 2006. A number of people are 
still facing trial, set for the middle of this year. Others 
are currently undertaking community service orders 
and suspended sentences. All arrestees are facing 
or have been given excessive fines to the degree of 
thousands of dollars, as well as massive legal fees for 
those that do not qualify for legal aid. If you can make 
any contribution towards these costs, please donate 
to: G20 Arrestee Solidarity Network , cuscau2sxxx 
(only if transferring from overseas), BSB 803-143, 
A/C number: 13291 (all transfers).

Lex Wotton Support Fund, Lex Wotton is  Palm 
Island resident convicted for participation in the 2004 
uprising on the Island in response to police murder of 
Mulrinji Doomadgee in custody. While his murderer 
was subsequently acquitted of charges, promoted, 
and given $100,000 compensation, Lex Wotton was 
sentenced to six years jail, with a minimum of two 
years non-parole. Funds are needed to help his family 
with travel costs from Palm Island to Townsville for 
prison visits, and for phone cards for Lex to call home, 
as well as to help Lex meet everyday needs in jail 
Bbank account details: Melbourne University Credit 
Union Limited,  Account name: Free Lex Wotton
 A/C number: 13441, BSB 803-143.
To list campaigns and support funds in this 
column for the next issue, please email 
waiquarterly@gmail.com.

DONATIONS

rESOUrcES
Radio
3CR Melbourne community radio, 
855AM
3KND Koori radio Melbourne, 1503AM
2NLD Koori radio, Sydney, 93.7FM,
2SE, Sydney, FM, 
CAAMA Central Australian Aboriginal 
Media Association, 100.5FM
8CCC Alice Springs Community Radio, 
102.1FM
4ZZZ Brisbane community radio, 
102.1FM 
4AAA Indigenous radio Brisbane, 
98.9FM
4K1G Too Deadly, Indigenous radio 
North Queensland, 107.1FM
8KNB Radio Larrakia, Larrakia Nation 
NT, 94.5FM
Yolgnu Radio, Darwin/Gove NT
RTR Perth Indymedia Radical Radio, 
Wednesdays 7-8pm, 92.1FM

Books, Zines, Newspapers
Mutiny zine, http://www.jura.org.au/mutiny
As the World Burns: 50 Simple Things You 
Can Do to Stay in Denial, Derrick Jensen.
Koori Mail, http://www.koorimail.com/
National Indigenous Times, www.nit.com.au
Tasmanainatimes, www.tasmaniantimes.
com.au

Internet
General Resources
Activist Rights, 
http://www.activistrights.org.au/
Australian anarchist network and resource, 
www.anarchy.org.au
Anarchist resource, links, library, 

http://www.infoshop.org/
Beating Hearts Press, 
http://www.beatingheartspress.com
Friends of the Earth http://www.foe.org.au/
A World Without Sexual Assault, 
www.worldwithout.org
Desert Knowledge Centre 
www.desertknowledge.com.au
Global voices, www.globalvoices.org
Permaculture http://www.permaculture.org
Australian bush food and native medicine 
forum, http://www.bushfood.net/
New Community quarterly www.newcq.org

Media 
Indymedia, www.indymedia.org 
www.sydney.indymedia.org.au
www.perth.indymedia.org
www.tasmedia.org
Engage media, www.engagemedia.org

Climate Action
Rising Tide Grassroots Climate Action, 
www.risingtide.org.au
Step It Up Australia, Climate Action, 
http://stepitupaustralia.wordpress.com
Whosepower, 
http://whosepower.wordpress.com
Hepburn Renewable Energy Association, 
www.hrea.org

Climate Science
Climate Code Red, 
http://climatered.blogpsot.com
Beyond Zero Emissions, 
www.beyondzeroemissions.org
Zero Emissions Network, 
www.zeroemissionsnetwork.org
Energy Bulletin, www.energybulletin.net

Indigenous 
Kooriweb, Voices for Black Australia, 
http://www.kooriweb.org/

Intervention Rollback Action Group, 
http://rollbacktheintervention.wordpress.com
Songlines, http://www.songlines.org
Indigenous Community News Network, 
http:www.icnn.org
Kokatha Mula, 
http://www.kokathamula.auspics.org.au/

Nuclear
Anti-Nuclear Australia, http://antinuclear.net/
Beyond Nuclear Initiative, 
http://beyondnucleariniative.wordpress.com
Nuclear Free Australia, 
http://www.nukefreeaus.org
Beyond Nuclear, 
http://www.beyondnuclear.org
Nuclear Territory News, 
http://www.ntne.ws/breaking.php

Mining
Mineral Policy Institute www.mpi.org.au
Save Lake Cowal,
 http://www.savelakecowal.org/
Handsoffcountry, 
http://handsoffcountry.blogspot.com

Forests
Huon Valley Enivronment Centre, 
www.huon.org
Still Wild Still Threatened, 
www.myspace.com/stillwildstillthreatened
Gippsland Environment Centre, 
www.geco.org.au
Central Highland Alliance, www.tcha.org.au
Save our Red Gums, www.saveredgum.org.

Blogs
Uriohau anti-colonial and anti-capitalist blog, 
http://uriohau.blogspot.com/
Slack Bastard, 
www.slackbastard.wordpress.com
Eat the Suburbs, 
http://www.eatthesuburbs.org/

“We can create a thousand fires but 
it’s not going to happen if there isn’t 
any one taking notice. The issues of 
Aboriginal stuff are still here. Two 
hundred and nineteen years ago here, 
a hundred years ago, 10th of May 
2006, at 7.30, Aboriginal issues are 
still here. They’re [Aboriginals] still 
being put down, misrepresented, lied 
about. Chances are, there could be 
one dying in police custody or being 
belted up or going to prison, going to 
a hospital, [with] drug overdoses. Un-
employment disposession, language, 
culture… Aboriginal people are still 
here.”
Aboriginal elder, Camp Sovereignty 10 
May, 2006

On March 12, 2009, up to 60 people 
attended the 3rd anniversary of Camp 
Sovereignty. 

Camp Sovereignty was erected for 
60 days during the Stolenwealth 
(Commonwealth) Games in 2006 at 
Kings Domain. The site was a neutral 
meeting place of any tribes who came 
together for ceremonial business over 
hundreds of years. It is also the burial 
place for remains of 38 Indigenous 
tribes rescued from museum displays. 
The Sacred Fire of Truth, Harmony, 
Peace and Justice burned in honour 
of the ancestral spirits that lie in that 
sacred place, as well as the hundreds 
of thousands lost across this land. The 
Fire is the foundation of Indigenous 
law and culture. The camp was a 
representation that Indigenous people 
exist, that sovereignty has never been 
ceded, and a demand for the respect 
of Indigenous sovereign rights.

This year, people gathered around the 

Sacred Fire, for the first time permit-
ted by the Office of Parks and Wildlife, 
to hear speakers talk of the hardships, 
suffering and pain Victorian Indigenous 
peoples have survived; of the continu-
ing struggles that First Nations people 
face today; and of the need for people 
to come together around fire, to re-
member ancestors, and to heal. 

As Robbie addressed the crowd:  “We 
don’t have our law recognised here. 
What we are doing today is recognising 
the law of our people. We are the care-
takers and custodians of country. It’s 
so important that we are in touch with 
our land. Our own wellbeing it’s also 
the land itself. Inseparable our people 
from the land. It’s at peoples peril that 
the land changes...”

“The land is our mother. It’s the 
mother for all people no matter who 
you are, you skin colour, your religion. 
The land is your mother.... We are 
lucky we’ve only been colonised 200 
years there are still some connections 
to the land amongst our people.

“ We have been oppressed, depressed, 
repressed by colonialism but we have 
survived it and it is that is the link to 
sustainability on this earth. Corporati-
sation and colonialism doesn’t work. 
It’s a fanciful dream. The Amercian 
dream, the Australian dream what is it 
a quarter acre, a home and a holden. 
There’s more to it then that. There’s a 
dimension of knowledge, spirituality 
that aboriginal people have instinctive-
ly... we need to practice this if we are 
to heal. It’s all about healing. We have 
to change.”

20 guests from Numbulwar, a remote 

community in East Arnhem Land, were 
invited to attend the anniversary camp, 
and performed a ceremonial dance, 
which was followed by a traditional 
Smoking Ceremony that all gathered 
at the Domain participated in, remem-
bering and respecting the culture, law, 
and struggles of First Nations people in 
Victoria and across the country, hon-
ouring all those who have lived past 
and present. From here, the fire was 
carried across to Birrung Marr, a site 
that was once an Indigenous reserve, 
for food, musical performance, and 
traditional dance.

The Fire will be resurrected again next 
year, and annually on the anniversary 
of Camp Sovereignty, for healing, re-
membering, and gathering strength to 
continue the struggle for genocide to 
be stopped, sovereignty to be acknowl-
edged, and a treaty to be made.

For more information read: www.
campsovereignty.wordpress.com and 
to learn more about genocide, sovereignty 
and treaty listen to fire first 3cr 855am 
n Melbourne, stream live on the web at 

www.3cr.org.au

Healing the Spirit: Camp Sovereignty Anniversary 2009



The Florenftine Valley, Tasmania. World Heritage Value Old Growth Rainforest. Unique Diverse Eco-system. 
Don’t let them destroy it! For further information about these photos, fundraising postcards and 
how you can help email: jimwecanwin@hotmail.com. 



Upcoming Events

MARCh

March 30, a Day of Solidarity 
with the Palestinian People to 
promote boycott, disinvestment 
and sanctions against Israel on, 

APRIL

March 28th-april 4th World So-
cial Forum’s Global Week of ac-
tion against capitalism and War. 

april 4th, mobilisation for the 
60th anniversary of NaTO

10-13 Easter Weekend, Lake 
cowal corroborree

17th World Without Launch 
Night: launching 2nd edition 
World Without newspaper, pre-
miering World Without video, with 
live music and Food Not Bombs, 
7-11pm Barricade Books, 62 St 
Georges Rd, Nth Fitzroy, Melb

17th WaSEN not stirred! Wa 
Student Environment Network 
Fundraiser: Live music, direct 
action projection, raffles, artist 
performances. Cocktails and tapas 
dinner. St Catherine’s college, 
across road from UWA. Unwaged 
$20, waged $35 – book beforehand. 
Contact Ania 0431 864 781.

18th & 19th, 25th & 26th, May 
1st & 2nd: Strategies for Union 
and community Organising; 
three weekends of reflection. 
One weekend at Camp Eureka near 
Warburton, 2 weekends at the 
MUA. Coming together of union 
organisers, students, environmental 
campaigners and social movement 
activists with veterans of the labour 
movement and the Left to evaluate 
past and existing campaigns, strat-
egise and lay foundations for new, 
practical ways to work for social 
change and for practical solutions 
to economic and environmental 

crises. To get involved or find out 
more, call 0402 657 392 or email 
communityunionweekends@gmail.
com.

21-23 World Nuclear Fuel cycle 
conference Sydney, Sheraton on 
the park. 

mAy

1st May Day celebration: 
Disco 2000, barricade books 
fundraiser party, venue Tba. 
check barricade calendar for 
updates

1st-3rd Wide Open Spaces, a 
three day art and music festival 
in Mpartnwe/alice Springs

1st Shut down the Mills! Shut 
down all Gunns pulp mills in 
Tasmania

Saturday May 2nd - Meet The 
Ferals at the Welds biggest bbQ, 
North Weld vigil camp.
Join renowned environmental 
thinker Pete Hay, photographer 
Matt Newton and frontline for-
est activists for fine BBQ fare and 
an exploration of what compels 
people to defend ancient forests. 
Go ‘Behind the Dreadlocks’ and 
find average people motivated by 
a real concern for the future of our 
planet. contact Warrick Jordan on 
0418684383 for further details. 
Wanted - BBQ chefs. see huon.org 
for directions to the North Weld.

7th Woodside action, 240 St 
Georges Tce, Perth

15-27th Sa radioactive Exposure 
Tour (FoE),

JUNE

16th acE and aNFa (alliance for 
a Nuclear Free australia) art auc-
tion fundraiser Hogans Gallery 
Melbourne, FOE A clean Energy 
Collective and ANFA are orgnaising 
an artist auction as fundraiser for  
anti-nuclear campaigns. Every year 
ANFA holds a meeting for Tradi-
tional Owners and Green groups 
and funds raised from the night will 
go to this. Artists wishing to donate 
work of any medium can contact  
richilde at ashchilde@hotmail.
com or on 0403 965 977 .

30th June - 2nd July Defence and 
Industry Exhibition (D.I.E.) 
(ironic) adelaide convention 
centre
Just months after the threat of 
blockade shut down the APDSE 
war-fair, the Defence and Industry 
Expo (D.I.E) is another gathering 
of corporate arms dealers com-
ing to attract capital. The event is 
targeted primarily at investment 
gathering, and all the big names in 
death machines will be there. More 
than $110 billion will be invested 
in Defence capability over the next 
decade. Around 60% will be spent 
in Australia. There will no doubt be 
actions aimed at disrupting or shut-
ting down the event,. Smash the 
defence state!
See http://www.defenceandindus-
try.gov.au/ for more info.

“Understanding our 
strategies for procurement 
will be critical to your 
success in making Defence 
capability your investment 
into the future. Maximise 
your business opportunities 
in 2009 with the 
Department of Defence and 
its contractors at the 
Defence + Industry confer-
ence and Exhibition from 
Tuesday 30 June to Thurs-
day 2  July.
  ”

Food Not Bombs 
and Infoshops
Newcastle
Kumera Soupie – Meat, Veggie and 
Vegan meals
Currently moving to new venue, but 
available to cater events. To contact, 
visit office at the Octapod.

Melbourne
Irene Warehouse, 5 Pitt St, East 
Brunswick. Community arts space, 
recording studios, circus space.

Food Not Bombs
Monday lunch: 1pm, Brunswick St 
Monday dinner: 7:30pm, Western 
Bulldogs oval, Footscray.
Tuesday dinner: 7:30pm cnr 
Brunswick and Gertrude Sts, Fitzroy
Sunday dinner: 6pm, at Loophole 
Community Centre, 834a High St, 
Thornbury

Barricade Books and Infoshop, A-Space, 
62 St Georges Rd, Northcote. Open 
2-6pm, Friday, Saturday, Monday, 
www.barricade.org.au

Friends of the Earth shop, food co-
op, activist space, 312 Smith St, 
Collingwood, www.foe.org.au

Sydney
Black Rose Anarchist Bookshop, 
22 Enmore Rd, Newtown, 
blackrosebooks.org/

Jura Bookshop, Library and Food Co-op, 
440 Parramatta Rd, Petersham. http://
www.jura.org.au/

brisbane
Food Not Bombs
Friday, 7:30pm, People’s Park opposite 
the lizard, West End

Friends of the Earth, 294 Montague Rd, 
West End, www.brisbane.foe.org.au

Darwin
Environment Centre NT, 3/98 Woods 
St, Darwin, http://www.ecnt.org
Environment Hub, Rapid Creek 
Business Centre, Rapid Creek, 42 
Trower Rd

alice Springs
Arid Lands Environment Centre, Shop 
17, John Cumming Todd Plaza, Todd 
Mall, www.alec.org.au

Food Not Bombs, 6pm Sundays, 
Courthouse Lawns

Western australia
Fern- Fremantle Envirnoment Resource 
Network, 
Cityfarm, 1 Cityfarm place East Perth
Southwestern Envirnoment centre, 
Bunbury

canberra
Aboriginal Tent Embassy, Old 
Parliament House Lawns

adelaide
Food Not Bombs, Saturdays 6pm, 
Hindmarsh Square, cnr Pultney St and 
Currie St, CBD

Friends of the Earth Adelaide, c/- 
Conservation Council of SA, Level 1, 
157 Franklin St, CBD, www.adelaide.
foe.org.au

Tasmania
Upper Florentine Forest Blockade, 
Gordon River Rd, Upper Florentine 
Valley
Food Not Bombs Hobart, Tuesdays 
6pm, Franklin Square, CBD
Huon Environment Centre, 3/17 
Wilmot Road, Huonville, http://www.
huon.org/

Want to add an infoshop or soup 
kitchen in your area? Email 
waiquarterly@gmail.com.


