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The Student Housing Action Co-operative 
(SHAC) is four co-joined terrace houses 
and a courtyard. Inhabiting 272-8 
Faraday St. Carlton; it is nestled in the city 
centre of Melbourne.
More than this, SHAC is also a broader 
campaign spread across the city that 
is challenging our current models of 
housing.

The Faraday St. properties, owned by 
Melbourne University, were left empty 
for the last three and a half years; until 
on the 19th of August this year a number 
of people (mostly students) took direct 
action to address the housing crisis 
by occupying the empty buildings and 
making them their home. People are still 
living in the buildings while this article 
is being written, though the threat of 
eviction is constant. 

Since people claimed the space repairs 
have been made to the property, vegie 
patches have sprouted along with a 
library, regular community breakfasts 
and dinners have been held, skill-shares 
organized and much more.

SHAC operates anti-hierarchically, with 
decisions regarding how the space 
functions being made in residents’ 
meetings using consensus decision-
making processes, while there are 
separate meetings to discuss and decide 
on matters related to the broader 
campaign that SHAC is a part of.

SHAC is a home, but it is also a campaign. 
While it addresses direct needs, and has 
an immediate goal of becoming a student 
housing co-operative, from the beginning 
it has also been approached as a tactic to 
realise broader changes in our world. 

Where we are now.
These words are being conceived and written 
from the second story of a building. The 
building is many things to many people. To 
some it is home. It is a hub of social life. It is a 
“squat”. It is a challenge to people in positions 
of power. It is a base. It is a dance party. It is 
an inspiration. It is a different world.

These words are being written by two people 
who consider this building home 
for the moment. Written to share our story, 
and to continue a conversation about how we 
meet our needs in this society, who we rely 
on, who is best placed to make the decisions 
that affect our lives and what it would look 
like for us to be realising our power.
We want to continue this conversation by 
asking five simple questions, which open up 
space for a multitude of responses.

What are our needs? How do we meet these 
needs? Who do we rely on to meet these 
needs? How do those we rely on control us/
take our power? And finally, what would it 
take for us to reclaim this power and live lives 
that are our own, lives that are worth living?

Who’s life?
So, what are your needs…what about 
your desires? Is there a difference? When 
we think of our needs, does it stop at shelter, 
health, food, and water, or is there more? 
What about living an exciting and fulfilling 
life?

How do we meet our needs? Like food, how 
do you meet your needs for food? Do you go 
to the supermarket and
exchange money for their products? Do you 
share food with friends? Do you garden? 

Scavenge? And who do you rely on to meet 
these needs? If you shop at the supermarket, 
who do you rely on to allow you to do this? 
How do you acquire money? Do you rely on a 
boss? Or the government...

Finally, how do these people/institutions 
affect your life? 

If you rely on a job to get money to exchange 
for food, how much does this determine the 
way you live your life? How much control 
do people who occupy positions of power 
in your workplace exert over you? Who gets 
to tell you what to do with your time and 
energy, what to think about etc? How 
much do they determine the amount of time 
you are able to spend with people you love?
If you didn’t need money, would you be doing 
the same things with your time?
Are these questions important to you?

We ask these questions to explore who has 
power in our worlds and to assess how much 
we are actually in control of our lives.

Doing it differently, doing it now.
Back to the squatting students and the 
housing co-op; it’s impossible for these two 
authors to capture the constellation of needs 
and desires that are being met for different 
people who experience this space we call 
SHAC.

Obviously the need for safety, in the form of 
shelter, is being met for the twenty or 
so people who live, sleep, wake, dress 
etc in this building (not to mention the 
many more who have stayed in this space 
temporarily). Peoples’ health needs are 
being addressed through collective cooking  
and food gathering (including  dumpstering 
and other non-monetary food-acquisition 
methods, but that’s another story). Respectful 
human interaction, a refuge from city stress, a 
space to learn and study…

However, we must stress that what this 
space offers cannot be reflected in a list of 
needs that are checked off… the relationships 
that have formed and grown between 
people, the sense of purpose people have 
when contributing to something they feel 
is important, the networks of trust that 
are forming, the adventure of the whole 
experience, love that is found in nooks, 

behind windows that look out onto the 
bamboo courtyard, beyond the concrete 
blocks and to the few glimmering stars that 
survive above Melbourne city.

What we want to share with you is that, while 
these needs may be as diverse as the people 
who share this space, it is the way in which
they are met that is important to us. We are 
not deferring our power to other people or 
institutions in order to realise the things we 
want.

Our energy, our labour, is not being invested 
in things that we do not think are important, 
that we do not have ownership over (e.g. 
we are not working shit jobs, or at least are 
less reliant on them) in order to fulfill these 
aspects of our lives.

Going for it, even if it ‘aint perfect.
Though we are beginning to take steps, we 
are also stumbling. A number of people have 
been overwhelmed by the project and, for 
various reasons, have decided to step back 
their involvement. This is related to problems 
with a concentration of workload onto a 
small number of people.

Also, while people used their power directly 
to convert the space into a home, social 
centre etc, too much hope and energy is being 

“Long-term success could be 
many things; social housing 
for all who wanted it, or a 
radical reinterpretation 
of property rights, or the 
proliferation of direct 
action against poverty and 
homelessness, or any one of 
a number of things.
I’d love to see the sort of 
radical direct action against 
evictions that we had in the 
Depression .”
resurface.”

“This is an alternative to capitalism; the ability of the individual 
to realise their radical freedom through the collective; smashing 
the state, smashing the division of power; smashing the 
hierarchies and smashing people who don’t wash up.”

“A campaign for affordable 
student run housing; a home; 
an inclusive community; an 
oasis of autonomous social 
organisation in the desert of 
corporate control; a collective; 
an inspirational action...”

If SHAC were an animal it 
would be a slime-mould. Each 
member capable of independent 
actions but able, when needed, 
to act as a collective to achieve 
things impossible for fractured 
and squishy individuals. 
Together we stalk the forest for 
edible logs, slow moving prey 
and vacant houses.”

The Squatted Student Housing 
Action Collective - SHAC



About Wai

‘Wai’ was born from a conversation in the Todd St Mall, 
Mparntwe ~ Alice Springs, one June night. The idea was 
to produce a free independent quarterly newspaper on 
environmental, social justice, human rights and social 
change issues from an Australian and regional perspective. 
It was to make alternative, anti-capitalist and subversive 
ideas accessible to a wider audience, to start discussions 
and debates with a broad range of people. We wanted to 
make a paper about current issues and campaigns, for this 
issue, things ranging from the N.T. intervention, to clean 
coal, uranium exploration, Tasmanian forest destruction, the 
Adelaide arms fair, workers’ struggles, and more came up. 
Attempting to avoid the trap of critique, critique, critique, 
the call out was also made for articles about alternatives. 
Alternative technologies, systems, methods, ways of life… 
After a few weeks, we decided to name the paper ‘Wai’, 
a Pitjantjara word that means ‘hey’ – a name born of the 
centre, the desert, the land and it’s history, and most 
importantly, a name that is about shouting out. 

Now, five months after the original conversation, the first 
edition of ‘Wai’ is finished, on the streets, and online at 
waiquarterly.wordpress.com. Thanks to all the contributers 
for articles, edits, suggestions and ideas. Thanks to the 
design team for working collaboratively to lay everything 
out so it can be read and processed. Thanks to all the 
friends, collectives and universities for donating money for 
printing costs. Thanks to you for reading. Hopefully you take 
something out of this paper.

Please don’t hesitate with sending us your feedback and 
critique. This paper is an open dialogue of ideas and 
thoughts. Without a wave or a shout back the words fall 
silently to the ground. If you would like to contribute 
anything, articles, photos, events, ideas, design skills, 
distribution points, printing funds, editing skills, or anything 
else, please contact us at waiquarterly@gmail.com. 

The next issue should be out early March. If you would like 
to contribute send your articles and photos and poems into 
us no later 28th February. Also if you would like to donate to 
the printing and distribution costs of the paper (it has cost 
roughly $1800 to print and distro this issue) we have a bank 
account that you can donate to. The details are as follows:
Bendigo Bank
BSB: 633-00
Account Name: Wai Quarterly
Account Number: 135 225 514

Thanks again, 
the ‘Wai’ team
waiquarterly.wordpress.com, 
waiquarterly@gmail.com

This paper was produced in various countries across this continent, from Arrernte to Wurundjeri, Larrakia to Gadigal. We recognise 
the sovereignty of every Indigenous nation on this great land mass, acknowledge that sovereignty has never been ceded, and pay our 
respects to all Traditional Owners, past, present and future.. We will continue to support Indigenous peoples in their struggle for respect, 

compensation and self-determination. 
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invested into a bureaucratic solution (e.g. lobbying the 
university to allow the space to be run as a “legitimate” 
student co-operative). 

Here we’re seeing first-hand the dangers and limitations of 
lobbying bureaucracy (University, Council).

It seems the more we invest in a bureaucratic solution, 
the less we focus on building our power, on exercising 
our power, and on opening up space for other people to 
experience and use their power.

There is a feeling it may be necessary to make a genuine 
break from the comfortable options for meeting our needs 
that are offered to us as legitimate, if we are to begin 
constructing new worlds. 

We are asking ourselves what risks we will be willing to 
take…

A new story.
SHAC is a housing co-op for students on low incomes, but it 
is also a story of people experimenting with directly meeting 
their needs and desires in ways that are empowering. It is a 
story we hope people share and take inspiration from

To be told by many different authors in many different 
places, albeit with different characters and different 
plot twists... in all those moments we steal back for 
ourselves. 

SHAC is at 272-8 Faraday Street Carlton, Melbourne. 
SHACers love visitors, so why not pop over for a tour, a cup 
of tea and possibly a (housing) revolution? 

Anyone who wants to join the campaign for student housing 
co-ops is invited to come along to the Tuesday campaign 
meetings at 5.30 at SHAC.

Nation Rallies to Free Lex Wotton

On the 7th of November Palm Island resident Lex Wotton was 
sentenced to six years jail with a 2 year non-parole period for his al-
leged role as ring leader of the Palm Island riots in November 2004. 

Since being found guilty by a jury in jury on Friady 24th October 
there have been rallies around the nation in Brisbane, Sydney, mel-
bourne, Alice Springs as well as in London and in Aoteroa.

For those unfamiliar with Lex’s case, 300 people rioted on Palm Is-
land in November 2004 burning the police station and court house. 
The riot was a reaction to the release of a police investigation into 
the death of Mulrunji Doomage, who died in police custody the week 
before.

The police investigation found that Mulrunji death was an accident 
in spite of the fact that his spleen was raptured and his liver was 
virtually cleaved in two.

A coroners report later found the arresting officer Chris Hurley was 
responsible for Murundji death. On the coroners report Chris Hurley 
was charged with manslaughter and faced trial in 2006. The white 
jury found Hurley not guilty in a sham of a trial in which the witness 
who was in the police cells at the time of Mulrunji death not called 
to the stand.

As Lex has always stated he is a scapegoat for the Queensland judi-
cary system.

The colluding of the police and the pressure thay placed on residents 
on Palm Island backs up these claims. All police called out to the riot 
idnetified Lex perfect using the same phrasing to describe him even 
though many of them had never seen him before.

One of the investigating officers Decetive Sargent David Robinson 
was found to be guilty of perjury in that he lied to the coroners court 
to protect his mate Hurley.

The same coroner also described the investigtion into Mulrunji 
death as wilfully blind.

 One witnss stated on stand at the trial that her statement was given 
in diress as she was left in  a cell for nine hours without food and 
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forced to lie down on her stomach. She was four months pregnant at 
the time. 

The jury was also told before delibaration that there is doubt over 
what some of the witness have said and there motiviations behind it 
and that needs to be taken into account.

Lex is acurrently deciding whether or not he will appeali his 
sentence. In the meantime he needs financial support so his family 
can visit him in Townsvile and or letter writing. If you can spare 
anything the details are below. 

Free Lex Wotton bank account details:
 Melbourne University Credit Union Limited
 Account name: Free Lex Wotton
 A/C number: 13441
 BSB 803-143

There is also a blog with details at www.freelexwotton.blogspot.com 
that contains up to date news. NIT also covered the trial and have a 
series of articles that can be read online at www.nit.com.au. FREE 
LEX WOTTON! FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS!

“SHAC excites me because it challenges 
the status quo of property and 
autonomy. I am involved because it’s 
empowering  and exciting to take my 
welfare into my own hands and see 
students make decisions for ourselves 
about our needs”

“SHAC is a worm, because if you cut 
it in half it would be two worms, which 
means that power is not centralised, and 
they make good compost.”

shacistas hangout front phot: Rachel P



News and 
campaign updates 
October 08
Arms Fair cancelled!

The Asia Pacific Defence and Security Exhibition, a major 
defence and weapons expo due to start in Adelaide on 
Remembrance Day, was cancelled due to fears of protest. 
Fears of bad publicity, “violent protest” from “radical 
groups” and the cost of police operations to counter 
protest were cited as reasons for the cancellation. AIDEX 
was shut down in 1991 by a blockade, causing a defence 
expo planned in 1993 to be cancelled as well. Acting SA 
Premier Kevin Foley labeled potential protesters “feral 
anarchists” and “feral low-lifes”, and said the decision 
should not be seen as a “victory” for protest groups 
because contacts with manufacturers made so far would 
be followed up. 

While this is precisely how many of those who were 
planning to travel to Adelaide to shut down the arms 
fair in November are seeing the announcement, seeing 
as the arms fair was shut down without even having to 
go and blockade, many have also raised concerns about 
the rapidly billowing hype around “anarchism” and 
“violence” among protest groups themselves, influenced 
by the mainstream media, dividing anti-capitalist and 
anti-war movements. 

Maningrida court case

Maningrida, a remote community in the Top End, has 
launched a constitutional challenge to compulsory 
land acquisition, assigning to the Comonwealth of the 
power to acquire the assets of Aboriginal business 
conducting activities in communities, and abolition of 
the permit system by the government under the N.T. 
intervention. This is being challenged on the basis that 
acquisition of land and property is not on “just terms”, 
by failing to provide “just compensation”. Maningrida 
says the Intervention measures threaten the viability 
of their community, and other communities and 
outstations in Arnhem Land. They say the removal of the 
permit system will lead to an influx of people, tourists, 
salespeople, dodgy art dealers, others that will exploit 
the community. They say the community and Aboriginal 
corporations will lose greatly from the abolition of 
CDEP, threatening their future existence. The results of 
the case will have profound implications for all other 
communities being forced under intervention legislation. 
The court reserved its decision.

Welfare linked with school 
attendance…

Julia Gillard announced that parents whose children 
fail to attend school will have their welfare payments 
cut for 13 weeks. The program will be trialled in eight 
communities, six of which are predominantly Indigenous, 
in the north and west of Australia. This is despite the fact 
that a 2008 trial into linking welfare payments to school 
attendance in Halls Creek, undertaken by Professor 
Robyn Penman, found that school attendance of the 
children did not improve over the course of the trial. 

Teacher Mark Goudkamp stated in a Sydney Stop the 
Intervention collective media release that rather than 
cutting families’ welfare payments, for many their only 
source of income, and therefore food, housing, and so 
on, the government should invest the vast proportions 
of money being poured into bureaucracy into measures 
that have been shown to work in engaging Indigenous 
children in schooling – breakfast and lunch programs, 
elder-in-residence programs, and training and funding 
for Aboriginal teachers and school staff. Time and 
time again studies have shown that more funding for 
remote education, cultural relevance and awareness, 
and opportunities to learn and study in language, are 
important for improving education access and standards 
out bush. 

Julia Gillard disputed suggestions that this measure 
seemed to be simply another part of the N.T. 
intervention, targeting Indigenous communities with 
punitive measures that seem to have consequences 
that are much more detrimental to children’s health and 
wellbeing than about improving child welfare. She said 
that, if successful, the legislation will be rolled out across 
the country.

WA election

The Liberal Party won the WA election, raising fears of 
rapid uranium mining. The Labour Party held a promise 
of no new mines, whilst the new Liberal government has 
a pro-uranium stance. Deposits such as that at Kintyre in 
the state’s northeast, and many others, are now facing 
progression towards mining.

Walk Against Woodchips

Walk Against Woodchips was launched from Canberra 
on Monday, 1st September, starting the first leg of a long 
walk from Canberra to Hobart, to educate and inform 
communities across Australia of the very real threat our 
native forests face from the giant woodchip industry, 
and to highlight the climate change impacts of native 
forest logging. A recent report from researchers at the 
ANU has shown that native forest logging in Australia 
is responsible for a large amount of greenhouse gas 
emissions, which are not accounted for under the Kyoto 
Protocol. The walk will travel through native forest hot 
spots to highlight the continued logging of old growth 
forests in the South East of NSW and East Gippsland, and 
Tasmania’s southern forests. The walk will also take in 
the woodchip catchment area for Gunns Ltd’s proposed 
pulp mill.

For updates on the walk’s progress, contact 
walkagainstwoodchips@gmail.com, visit the blog 
woodchipwalk.com, or see Facebook for the Walk 
Against Woodchips event and the Canberra Forest 
Alliance group.

Forest Activist under attack in 
Tasmania

On Tuesday 21st October a forest defender was attacked 
by a logging contractor whilst defending a road in the 
Upper Florentine Valley. At the time of the attack the 
defender was in a dragon ensuring the coupe would 
not be decimated for woodchips that day. Footage 
of the logging contractor attacking the dragon with 
a sledgehammer can be seen on youtube. http://
au.youtube.com/watch?v=qzm1RBqCFWE *

Actions have also been happening in the Weld of late 
with more planned throughout the summer.

In other news studies from both Ross Garnaut and 
ANU professors have found that the old growth forests 
of South-Western Tasmania and Central Victorian are 
valuable carbon sinks that will help with reducing 
Climate change. These report, together with that of the 
World Heritage committee which found the old growth 
forests of Tasmania to be of World Heritage value, 
further highlight the destructive actions of  Gunns and 
both forms of Governments (State and Federal) in their 
promotion of the woodchip industry.

[adapted from stillwildstillthreatened www.myspace.
com/stillwildstillthreatened]

* both the loggers involved in the attack and the activists 
have been charged. the loggers with common assualt 
charges, the activists for trespass.

G20

Three more arrestees were sentenced on Friday 24th 
October to 50 hours of community service. There is 
further court action later in November with appeals 
for some of the first  sentences to be heard and pre-
sentencing taking place for those still challenging their 
charges. The trial of which is pencilled in for three 
months mid 2009.

If yopu would like to donate to the defence funds the 
details are as follows:

Account name: G20 Arrestee Solidarity Network 

cuscau2sxxx (only if transferring from overseas)

BSB 803-143 

A/C number: 13291 (all transfers)

Step-in to Step Up: climate 
activists occupy PM’s and 
Resource Ministers offices

On the 25th September activists in Melbourne occupied 
the office of Resources Minister Martin Ferguson 
demanding an end to the multi-million dollar subsidies 
of carbon, capture and storage and the coal industry 
saying the money should be spent on developing 
renewable energy instead.

Martin Ferguson and Kevin Rudd have plans to make 
Australia a world leader in promoting “clean coal”, and 
Rudd will be talking up these plans at the United Nations 
in New York. This is in spite of serious doubts about the 
viability of “clean coal” technology.

The occupation of Martins Ferguson office followed 
occupation of Kevin Rudd’s electoral office on Monday 
22nd September. Both occupations were part of a week 
of action timed to coincide with the release of latest 
figures on the extent of Arctic ice melt – on track to be 
completely gone in summer by 2013.

[adapted from step-in to stepup to climate change  
website http://stepitupaustralia.wordpress.com]

Inmates riot over conditions at 
Port Augusta prison 

On October 9, heavily armed police surrounded Port 
Augusta prison in SA after high security inmates rioted, 
taking control of at least two cell blocks. About 46 
inmates rioted in protest at conditions in the prison, 
many seen with banners, banging makeshift weapons 
and sticks. SA’s Public Service Association industrial 
spokesman Peter Christopher said that the riot seemed 
to have been triggered by overcrowded cells. Staff 
redirection due to the opening of the infirmary to house 
prisoners led to a lack of staff available to allow prisoners 
access to yards for exercise, resulting in prisoners being 
confined to cells for longer periods. There were no 
injuries.

Port Augusta prison has 360 prisoners, and about 40% 
are Indigenous.

Villawood Hunger Strike

More than 100 detainees from all sections of the 
Villawood immigration detention centre including the so-
called criminal deportees in stage 1, remain on hunger 
strike for the second day.*

The protest follows the over 30 hour tree-top protest of 
two Afghan asylum seekers inside the detention centre.

Detainees from inside the detention centre say that they 
are determined to maintain the protest strike until there 
is some action on the demands they have raised.

“We have waited and waited for Chris Evans to act,” one 
detainee told the Refugee Action Coalition, “People can 
only wait so long.”

Refugee groups are urging the Minister to urgently 
intervene to meet the detainees and call a round table 
of refugee advocacy groups to discuss the outstanding 
refugee and detention issues.

“The Minister says that detention is last resort, yet last 
week a Falun Gong practitioner married to a Chinese 
Australian was detained when she went to extend her 
bridging visa. How does the Minister explain that? The 
practices of the Howard years are alive and well. The 
cultural change the Minister so often talks about has to 
be driven from the top. ” said Ian Rintoul, spokesperson 
for the Refugee Action Coalition.

“Two weeks ago, a young Indian man, who arrived in 
Australia as a minor, was deported despite the fact that 
the Immigration department accepted that his parents 
were killed in a political assassination. Yet the Minister 
declines to intervene. The question of complementary 
protection has been put in the too hard basket.

“The injustice of the 501s in stage 1 has been hidden for 
too long. It is not even clear that they are included in the 
present Parliamentary review of detention. These people 
have done their time, but are punished for years more in 
Villawood,” said Ian Rintoul.

“Meanwhile it seems asylum seekers languish on 
Christmas Island out of the reach of community and 
legal support.

“People had hoped the bad old days of Immigration 
detention went with the Howard government.. Far more 
decisive action is needed from Chris Evans.”

*on Monday 10th the hunger strike was called off for seven 
days after negotiations between immigration officials and 

detainees

Alcoa Expansion in Victoria

Mining and aluminium production company Alcoa is 
attempting to expand its production capacity in Victoria 
from 360,000 tonnes to 500,000 tonnes per year. This 
will massively increase the state’s energy consumption 
and greenhouse emissions. Alcoa consumes around 
20% of Victoria’s electricity, and emits five times more 
greenhouse pollution than the industry world average 
for equivalent aluminium facilities. The expansion could 
necessitate at least one new power station in Victoria 
to meet Alcoa’s energy needs. If this is brown-coal fired, 
it will significantly increase greenhouse emissions. 
Alcoa energy use is heavily subsidised by the Victorian 
government, around $120 million per year. Its smelters 
pay around $17.50 per MWh below the competitive 
market price for energy. The expansion will also likely be 
heavily subsidised.

In the meantime, Alcoa is facing a class action by 
nearly 300 WA residents over emissions from its three 
aluminium refineries in WA, who say the refineries are 
causing health problems such as respiratory problems, 
skin problems, itchy eyes, burning eyes, nose bleeds, and 
leading to organ failures and cancers.

[Adapted from information put out by Corporate Watch 
Australia, www.corporatewatch.org.au]

 Activists rally against Kimberley 
gas hub
 
A group of 30 Aboriginal and environmental activists 
have blocked the entrance to the Beagle Bay 
community, north of Broome, to prevent Government 
representatives from entering.
 
Members of the Government’s Northern Development 
Taskforce had planned to enter the community to
discuss a proposal to build a natural gas hub in the area.
 
Locals say they’ve been sidelined during the 
Government’s consultation process and remain opposed 
to
the hub proposal.
 
They want the project put on hold until the community 
considers the impact of the proposal.
 
However the Premier Colin Barnett remains confident 
that locals will eventually come on board.
 
“The development of an LNG site on the Kimberley will 
not impact adversely on the environment,” he said.
 
“It will provide an economic opportunity, particularly for 
indigenous Australians living in that area.”
 
Mr Barnett has warned he will bypass the consultation 
process and acquire land for the processing hub if
an agreement with traditional owners can’t be reached.

for more info contact Josh (joshua.coates@wilderness.
org.au or 0894207255).

Logging at Brown Mountain: 
Vicforests dirty agenda.

Logging operations commenced at Brown Mountain in 
East Gippsland in  October and continue on. 
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It seems that many of the areas we are asking for have 
been hastily included on the logging schedule, and there 
are some massive trees being clearfelled as we speak, 
some may say the last of the Errinundra Plateau old 
growth.  Forestery have also released a statement buried 
on the vic forst website for a new 15 year plan.

Under the preferred proposal by forestry, all the 
FMA areas are to be abolished to form two mega 
management areas.  Tambo is combined with East 
Gippsland and the other FMA areas are all combine to 
make just two large mega areas.

From these two areas 500,000 D+ per year  would be 
logged for the next 15 years. About 100,000 of the 
D+ will come from low saw log yield forests, most of 
it in East Gippsland foothill forests. The argument put 
forward by forestry is there is a need to ‘obliterate’ all 
the foothill forest that is under 60 cubs per ha D+ and  
regenerate it into higher sawlog yielding forests for the 
future.

Forestry argue that a large area of mountain forest of 
low sawlog yield in EG  is also to be wiped out for the 
same reason.

This “wipe out the low sawlog yield forests to improve 
production” argument is not a new by foresters.

In 1981 a “Prelimina\ry Environment Report on 
Proposed Pulpwood Harvesting in the Otways State 
Forest” advocated that a woodchip industry needs to 
be established to make it viable to covert large areas 
of  “over mature -mountain forests” in the Otways into 
productive forests. 

This 1981 report put out under the Libs, caused an 
uproar in Geelong and the woodchip issue became 
a State election issue in 1982. The new Cain ALP 
government  put a moratorium on woodchipping in 1982 
but is was later overtured in 1990 by Steve Crabb when 
he handed out 15 year woochip licences (no controversy 
at the time) so this low sawlog yields forests could be 
economically removed.

Looks like that is about to occur again, however the 
latest iteration of the same arguments does not mention 
woodchips to avoid controversy...

For more information and photos check out http://www.
geco.org.au/2008/protests08.htm

You can also write to:

gavin.jennings@parliament.vic.gov.au

 john.brumby@parliament.vic.gov.au 

Operation 8:Indictment to 
criminalise Maori dissent issued

The Crown has issued an indictment today against 18 
people arrested in the police raids of October 15th 2007 
in Ruatoki, Auckland, Hamilton, Whakatane, Palmerston 
North, Wellington and elsewhere.

Five of the 18 people have been charged with 
participation in a criminal gang under section 98A of the 
Crimes Act.

These charges are a desperate attempt by the 
Government to save face after the Solicitor-General 
found ‘insufficient evidence’ to bring charges under 
the Terrorism Suppression Act. The Crown seeks 
to characterise political activists who support Tino 
Rangatiratanga and dissent from the Government as 
criminals.

All 18 face charges under the Arms Act for possession 
of weapons and restricted weapons (Molotov cocktails). 
Although charges relating to 3 of the alleged ‘camps’ 
had been dismissed outright by Judge Mark Perkins due 
to lack of evidence following a month long depositions 
hearing, the Crown has also chosen to re-instate these 
charges.

These raids and arrests continue a legacy of the brutal 
invasions of Parihaka, Maungapohatu, Takaparawha and 
Pakaitore. This is part of a systematic attack on Maori 
communities. The Government’s support of the ‘war on 
terrorism’ in the passage of a raft of anti-terrorism laws 
and expanded police and Security Intelligence Service 
budgets confirm their agenda to control the population 
through surveillence and brutal repression of any 
genuine dissent.

The Crown has made further application to move all of 
the proceedings to the High Court in Auckland. Pre-trial 
applications may take up to 6 months to resolve meaning 
a trial is unlikely before the end of 2009.

Support for the defendants and their families is greatly 
needed in this continuing struggle. For more information 
please visit www.October15thSolidarity.info

[www.indymedia.org.nz]

Climate and Anti-Racism Camps in 
Europe
Climate camps and similar started in the Europe, and 
have been steadily set up across the world. As this year 
we saw the first Camp for Climate Action, Climate and 
also Anti-Racist camps oversees can continue to provide 
us with inspiration and ideas. 

In August this year, Climate Camp in the UK took place in 
Kent, near Kingsnorth power station. Its German owners 
want to expand the plant, meaning the first new coal-
fired power station in the UK in over 30 years. A site near 
the plan was occupied, and despite huge police presence 
and repression, 2000 people took direct action against 
the development, taking part in blockades, banner 
drops and pickets. Both security fences at the plant were 
breached by tactics involving land, sea and air.

In Germany, Climate and Anti-Racist camps were held 
simultaneously for the first time in August. Around 
1500 people participated in workshops, and many 
actions including festivals, a theatrical blockade of a 
supermarket, anti-nuclear street theatre, a blockade of 
a grain refinery, demonstrations outside border patrol 
training centres, an attack on a deportation office, a boat 
demonstration against a dam project, radio “ballets”, a 
walk on to a power plant building site, a mass blockade 
of the Hamburg airport in protest against deportation, 
a Reclaim the Streets street occupation, spontaneous 
blockades, theatre, banner drops, and an attempt to 
blockade a power plant building site.

[Information from www.indymedia.org, and Mutiny zine 
September 2008]

West Papua Rallies

Over 5000 people rallied in Jayaparu, West Papua on 
Thursday 16th October demanding an end to the 39 
years of Indonesian occupation and a referendum on 
independence to be held.

As a speaker told the crowd “Our children weren’t born 
to be tortured and killed by Indonesia’s security forces. 
Our only wish is for Papuans to be treated well as human 
beings.”

This protest follows on from a series of other protests 
this year. Unlike the earlier protest this year, the most 
disturbing of which was in August when the Indonesia 
militia killed one of the protestors, there was no violence 
at this protest.

Barrick Gold destorying sacred 
lands

Barrick Gold is the world’s largest gold mining company 
with mines across the world from Tanzania to Chile to 
Canada to more closer to home Papua New Guinea and 
Australia. In all countries that barrick mine sacred land 
is being destroyed. In Australia this is Lake Cowal, the 
largest in land lake in NSW a sacred site to the Wiradjuri. 
Since 2002 Barrick Gold has been digging into this land 
eroding the water tainting the lake with cyanide laced 
tailings. Earlier this year Wiradjuri elder Uncle Neville 
‘Chappy’ Williams in a flight over the mine site exposed 
a collapse which saw 1/6 of the mine pit fall in covering 
blast holes filled.

In PNG the atrocities are worse. Less regulated then 
here and with a corrupt government (the Deputy Prime 
Minister brother is the Asia-Pacific manager of Barrick 
Gold) Barrick Gold operate Porgera gold mine in the 
Central Highland region of Engala Province. High up in 
the mountains the tailings dams of this slide down the 
side of the mountain creating streams of pink that flow 
into the rivers and eventually into the sea.

The mining process has also destroyed many of the 
gardens and farms of the local villages, some of which 
are only 50 metres away from the mine, forcing locals to 
fossicking in the tailings for any missed gold. This gold is 
then melted down in their homes with mercury.

Worse is the private security firm that Barrick Gold hire. 
Since 1989 when the mine begun their has been 59 
shootings of local villagers. One of the last shootings 
this year saw a young man shot near his house from the 
security guards in the pit. These human rights abuses 
have been documented and a case is bing made.

more can be read at www.mpi.org.au

“7-Eleven: Low pay 24 hours a day”

Unite is a Victorian union representing fast food and 
retail workers, committed to abolishing youth wages, 
casualisation and low pay. 

Unite has been targeting 7-Eleven in protest at the low 
wage of as little as $8 per hour and poor conditions of 
7-Eleven workers. Protests and blockades have been held 
at 7-Eleven stores to demand that 7-Eleven sign a 

‘Charter of Workplace Rights’ and to sit down with Unite 
to sort out issues. This has not yet happened, but 

Unite actions have led to more and more revelations of 
low pay and poor working conditions, and much public 
awareness and support. 

Many workers at 7-Eleven are international students, 
with restrictions on the work available to them, and 
little experience and knowledge of their work rights. 
People have experienced bullying and threats of visa 
cancellations if they complain about poor conditions. 

[see www.unite.org.au]

Barmah-Millewa, Saving the 
Murrays’ Red Gums

In October after three years work and over 9000 
assessments VEAC, Victorian Environment Assessment 
Committee, released a report recommending a corridor 
of National parks and reserves be created along the 
Murray river. These parks would save 300 timber and 
plants from cattle grazing and logging operations as well 
as save the wetlands and floodplains of the along the 
Murray.

The report was great news for campaigners, community 
members and traditional owners who have been fighting 
for years for the Barmah-Millewa state forest to be 
turned into a National Park and protected from clearing 
for agriculturalist and pastorialists.

Since the announcement over 4000 postcards have 
been sent to the premier demanding that he follow the 
recommendations in VECA report.

Given the record of Bracks/ Brumby government on 
forest promises the reccommendations may not be 
followed but the more pressure put on the Bracks 
Government the more likely it will happen.

more at www.saveredgums.org

WA Forest Protests

On October 7, University of WA students and community 
members participated in a tree-sit and silent protest at 
the University. This was a symbolic action in response 
to the Uni’s threat to sue the Nedlands Council for up to 
$500 million to silence the Council’s motion to rezone 
Underwood Avenue Bushland from ‘Urban’ to ‘Local 
Scheme Reserve – Public Pusposes’, preventing the 
residential development of the bushland. Underwood 
is also an area of Aboriginal significance, with five 
registered Aboriginal Heritage sites, including the site as 
a whole.
[See perth.indymedia.org]

Aboriginal schools shut down in 
Victoria

THE State Government has been accused of closing 
Victoria’s onlyAboriginal public school without properly 
notifying parents and staff. 

Leading welfare chiefs have warned that forcing the 
students into themainstream education system could 
result in more indigenous childrendropping out.

 The Government recently announced that the Victorian 
College of KoorieEducation — which has four campuses 
in Mildura, Swan Hill, Glenroyand Morwell — would 
shut next year and be replaced with four new”Koorie 
pathway schools”. 

Under the restructure, designed to boost flagging 
results, children fromprep to grade 6 will go into local 
mainstream schools. 

Those in years 7 to 10 will attend the pathway colleges, 
with intensivesupport to prepare them for an eventual 
shift into mainstream education. 

But in a letter to Education Minister Bronwyn Pike, 
parents on theschool council of the Mildura campus 
accuse her of not properlyinforming them about the 
change, and say the school was “gutted” by thedecision.

 “Our school was devastated when you announced 
through a media releasethat the school would be closed, 
students transferred out and a newschool set up,” said 
the letter, obtained by The Age. “We were appalled that 
the media release was sent out while our schoolcouncil 
was meeting in Melbourne, so that we could not 
even inform ourcommunities ourselves, nor support 
devastated students, parents andstaff,”

 it said. “The lack of respect shown to our school has 
gutted our community.” Ms Pike rejected suggestions 
the college had not been properly informed. She 
said the new structure would provide intensive and 
specialisedsupport for each child. “We have been 
working with these school communities for more than 
12months on improving educational outcomes for the 

students,” 

Ms Pikesaid. “The most important thing is improving the 
education for these students,who currently are lagging 
behind Koori students in general schools.

Bloodlines: Aboriginal Owned 
Space in Collingwood

Meetings have been happening all this year between 
the city of Yarra and bloodlines (formerly parkies vic) to 
get an ab original owned and controlled space on Smith 
Street Collingwood. Things have stalled in the beaucratic 
process but support is always welcome get in touch with 
the alliance for indigenous self-determination though 
FOE to find out more of what’s happening.

Climate Crime Exposed

Tokoroa, New Zealand — Greenpeace took action against 
New Zealand’s biggest contributor to climate change -- 
intensive corporate dairy farming.

Two teams of activists halted a major conversion of 
forest land to dairy farming in the central North Island, 
locking on to forest logging equipment and using rotary 
hoes to plough 5m-high letters reading CLIMATE CRIME 
into fresh pasture.

A truckload of Ready-Lawn was also unfurled around the 
outside of National Party leader John Key’s electorate 
office. A billboard went up saying: “Would John solve 
this climate crime?” The video and blog can be seen at: 
www.greenpeace.org/

The land being converted is part of the Kinleith Forest 
and is owned by Carter Holt Harvey. Twenty five 
thousand hectares is being cleared to make way for 
corporate mega farms.

Across New Zealand, tens of thousands of hectares 
of forests have already been felled; another half 
million hectares is at risk - over seven times the size of 
Lake Taupo and a quarter of the nation’s total forest 
plantation.

Coal power stations shut down

In the first week of November coal power stations were 
shut down across four states:

Saturday 1st 29 people, 4 locked on, shut down 
Bayswater power station, Hunter Valley for six hours.

 Tuesday 4th ten people stopped work at Collie power 
station in WA for six hours, two locking on in the process.

 Thursday 6th 12 people with 2 locked on shutting down 
Hazelwood power station Latrobe valley, for four hours.

 Friday  7th three people locked onto Tarong power 
station in QLD shutting it down for close to five hours.

As a spokesperson for Thursday action said: “The 
government has shown neither the will nor ability to 
make the necessary decisions to prevent climate disaster, 
and has passively succumbed to the will of corporations 
that need only short-term profits, not a living planet.

“With direct action against coal infrastructure we 
wish to break the illusion of corporate control of our 
environments, creating space for community solutions 
for change.”

More can be viewd, including videos and photos, at: 
whosepower.wordpress.com and at risingtide.org 

For news and campaign updates in the next 
issue of wai email them to waiquarterly@



Darwin Harbour is a precious 
asset that maintains a rich array 
of values and uses. But this living 
treasure is once again threatened 

by poorly considered plans for 
further industrialisation.

Last November, the NT Planning Scheme was 
changed to remove restrictions on heavy 
industry, in a bid to entice Japanese company 
Inpex to build a new gas plant. Then a 
proposal for a Dow Chemical plant emerged, 
and now Arafura Resources say they’d like 
to bring ore – including uranium – from the 
Nolans Bore deposit in Central Australia to a 
processing plant on Middle Arm.

Save Darwin Harbour is a broad 
strategic alliance of Traditional Owners, 
representative bodies, community groups 
and individuals who span a range of 
community perspectives. Many of us 
have been a part of previous efforts to 
protect Darwin Harbour from various 
inappropriate development proposals, 
over the past 20 years.

Some of us are keen for gas-based 
development, but just don’t want it on our 
doorstep. Others believe that no heavy 
industry should be allowed in coastal 
zones, while some say the NT should 
invest in an economic future that is not 
based on polluting fossil fuels.
But despite this range of opinions, we are 
united by one thing : our shared passion 
for preserving the rich natural values of 
our Harbour.

Long before Chief Minister Paul 
Henderson declared it a ‘working 
harbour’, ours was a living harbour : 
both a precious ecological hotspot, and 
a centrepoint for our treasured top 
end lifestyle. We recognise that these 
important long standing values are 
incompatible with the range of heavy 
industrial threats currently facing our 
Harbour, and we insist that our local 
heritage must not be sacrificed.

Darwin Harbour is one of Australia’s finest 
natural harbours. It is treasured by the local 

Darwin community and visitors: it is the 
centerpiece of Darwin’s lifestyle.

However, there are big proposals and 
management problems that could radically 
change the face of the Harbour forever.

Darwin is one of the few cities in the 
world with such a rich marine and coastal 
environment on its doorstep. Protection 
of the natural and cultural values of the 
Harbour has been a popular cause for 
decades. We have had many success stories 
- for example, stopping Elizabeth River dam. 
However, the current NT government’s 
“development at any cost” approach is 
beginning to seriously threaten the long-
term health of the Harbour.

What’s at stake :

The Larrakia Aboriginal people have 
presided as custodians over the land and sea 
of Darwin Harbour for tens of thousands of 
years. The resource rich Darwin Harbour 
is the centrepiece of the Larrakia people’s 
traditional estate and use of these resources 
is an essential part of Aboriginal culture. 
Mudflats, mangrove forests, floodplains, 
woodlands and the sea itself comprise a 
variety of plant, animal and marine resources 
which are managed, harvested, hunted and 
fished by Larrakia people.

The foreshores of Darwin Harbour are 
dominated by mangrove forests. These 
forests are some of the most diverse and 
abundant in the Northern Territory with 
36 of the 48 species occurring within the 
area. The mangroves are among the most 
productive natural systems in the world. 
Ecological services offered by the mangrove 
communities contribute greatly to the 
health of our harbour as a whole. Mangroves 
provide essential habitat for nurseries, 
feeding and breeding for many species 
of marine and terrestrial life. Mangroves 
improve water quality by acting as a sink for 
sediments and nutrients, and also represent 
a natural first line of defence against cyclone 
and storm surges.
The reefs of Darwin Harbour support both 
soft and hard corals. Coral reefs occur at 
depths of up to 10 metres and are inhabited 
by a large array of marine wildlife. One 
hundred and thirteen species of coral have 
been recorded in Darwin Harbour. The reefs 

are unusually rich and diverse in sponges, 
with 220 species recorded at East Point 
alone.

Darwin Harbour provides excellent 
opportunities for viewing waterbirds, with 
at least 48 species of waterbirds present. 
Notable species sighted are the Great-
billed Heron, the Beach Thick-knee and 
the Chestnut Rail. Rare birds include the 
Red necked Phalarope, Sabine’s Gull and 
the Black-tailed Gull. At least 15 migrant 
shorebird species use the Harbour.
340 species of fish have been recorded in 
Darwin Harbour. The harbour provides a 
home for vulnerable dugongs and threatened 
Snubfin (Irrawaddy) dolphins. Five species 
of marine turtle have been recorded in the 
Harbour, including significant populations 
of flat-back and green turtles. The area also 
provides habitat for saltwater crocodiles. 
The Channel Island Reefs and Darwin 
Foreshores are on the Register of the 
National Estate.

The threat of LNG industry

Back in 2002, Paul Henderson was Resource 
Minister when broad community opposition 
was dismissed to allow Connoco Phillips to 
build a gas plant at Wickham Point on Middle 
Arm. In the face of widespread community 
opposition to this deal, the NT Government 
promised that all remaining mangroves 
would be protected, and introduced 
legislation to ensure that no further gas-
based industry would be permitted on 
Middle Arm. 
Today, Paul Henderson is the Chief Minister, 
and those guarantees have been wiped from 
the Planning Act. Some mangrove areas 
have already been cleared to pave the way 
for another gas plant on Middle Arm, as the 
Chief Minister tries to convince Japanese 
company Inpex to pipe gas to Darwin from 
the Browse Basin, off the Kimberly coast. 

All the arguments which were presented 
so forcefully over six years ago are just 
as relevant today, only now the stakes 
are higher. Changes made to the Planning 
Scheme late last year have generated 
concerns that the government plans to bring 
a range of gas-based industries,
 including the proposed Dow Chemical 
plant, to a new industrial zone on Darwin 
Harbour’s Middle Arm.

Social:

Darwin Harbour is central to the much-
vaunted Territory lifestyle. If public amenity 
values of the harbour are to be sacrificed to 
industrialisation, just like every other 
capital city, Darwin is in jeopardy of losing 
the lifestyle advantage which the Harbour 
provides. Fishing and other recreational uses 
of the Harbour will be further impacted

 upon if more heavy industry is permited into 
our Harbour. 

The Larrakia Nation have consistently stated 
that heavy industrial development is not an 
appropriate future for Darwin Harbour. 

Political :

Not only has the Chief Minister shown 
contempt for the Planning Scheme in 
pursuing further industrial development on 
Middle Arm, he’s also failed to demonstrate 
any strategic industrial planning. A promised 
strategic environment 

assessment of Middle Arm lags behind, 
while it’s full steam ahead with non-strategic 
industrial development. 

Economic:

The international tourism image of Darwin 
Harbour as one of the most beautiful and 
healthy tropical harbours in the world is 
threatened by industrialisation.

DARWIN HARBOUR: A 
PRECIOUS ASSET UNDER 
THREAT

Factbox:

The Larrakia people are the •	
Traditional Owners of land and 
sea.

First European arrival in 1838 (by •	
HMS Beagle – Charles Darwin’s 
ship).

450 square kilometre (45,000ha) •	
catchment, including 23 sq km of 
mangrove forests.

8 m tides; 1 billion tonnes of water •	
flow past the harbour entrance 
during high tide!

482 species of terrestrial •	
vertebrates have been identified in 
the Darwin Harbour region.

An excess of 3000 marine •	
invertebrate species live in Darwin 
Harbour ecosystems.

36 of the world’s 48 mangrove tree •	
species found in the Harbour.

123 coral species found in the •	
harbour.

220 sponge species found at just •	
one sponge garden alone located 
in Darwin Harbour.

Over 300 fish species, including 4 •	
species of sea horses; 6 species 
of sea turtles; 20 species of 
marine snakes; one crocodilian; 
and dugongs.

12 species of whales and dolphins •	
visit the Harbour, including Great 
sperm whale; Pygmy sperm 
whale; and Humpback whale.

Darwin Harbour shelters other •	
threatened marine species such 
as the dwarf sawfish and its 
cousin the whipray.



Environmental:

While the rest of the world is clambering to 
halt carbon emissions, the NT is racing ahead 
with fossil fuel based development, while 
still far behind on developing a strategic 
response to managing the carbon 
profile of the NT economy. 

While the greatest pollution from the INPEX 
project will be when the gas product is 
actually burnt somewhere on the other side 
of the world, the plant itself will inevitably 
produce a range of local emissions. No 
atmospheric modelling has been conducted 
for this, or the previous LNG plant. The 
cumulative impact of emissions from 
industrialisation on human health has yet to 
be quantified. 

5 million cubic metres would be dredged to 
allow shipping, in addion to another million 
cubic metres of dredging for the pipeline. 
This activity will necessarily extinguish 
much benthic marine life, and produce large 
volumes of unwanted waste material. 

Downstream impacts:

The current proposal is just the thin edge of 
a huge industrial wedge. Other options on 
the table include a mill for processing rare 
earths (including uranium), and a range of 
gas-related industries previously intended 
for an industrial estate at Glyde Point. 

Nuclear Free Harbour

More recently, an even greater threat 
has emerged. In a climate described as 
‘development at all costs’, mining company 
Arafura Resources have proposed building 
a processing plant on Middle Arm for their 
Nolans Bore project. This could see the 
company transport ore, including uranium 
and thorium, from the mine in Central 
Australia to a large and complex processing 
plant on Middle Arm. The solid wastes and 
unwanted thorium would then be trucked 
back down the length of the Territory to the 
Central Australian mine site, while treated 
process water would be pumped into the 
harbour.

The Federal Environment Minister Peter 
Garrett recently determined that the mine 
will be subject to an Environmental Impact 
Assessment. Although Arafura Resources 
attempted to side-step federal environment 

protection laws relating to the mining of 
uranium, the minister’s decision recognised 
the mine as a nuclear action, likely to pose 
significant environmental impacts.

That decision recognises Nolans Bore as the 
first new uranium mine to come up for 

assessment since Labor turned their backs 
on the ‘no more uranium’ policy.  

As such, the project will be scrutinised by 
environment groups around the country, and 
opposed on the long standing grounds that 
remain valid for uranium mining anywhere :

The total failure of international efforts •	
towards nuclear disarmament;

The weakening of international non-•	
proliferation efforts, such as loosening 
controls on the trade of nuclear 
materials and technology with weapons 
states (China and India);

The unresolved threat of a nuclear •	
waste dump in the NT, that would 
see pressure grow for the Territory 
to become a dumping ground for the 
world’s unwanted nuclear waste;

The immediate environmental impacts •	
suffered at mine sites, as shown by the 
mounting water management crisis at 
the Ranger project in Kakadu National 
Park;

The long term environmental •	
hazard posed by the huge volumes 
of radioactive tailings which are left 
behind after minersabandon their 
spent projects, as demonstrated by the 
unresolved issues at the Rum Jungle 
province near Darwin River Dam.

However the EIS required by Minister 
Garrett will not include the likely impacts 
on Darwin Harbour. Despite identifying 
their preferred option of a processing 
plant on Middle Arm, the company have 
been successful in convincing the Federal 
Government that the mine should be 
approved separately from any consideration 
of the processing plant. In this way, a 
piecemeal assessment process will see the 
NT Government juggling the hot potato of a 
mine which may already have been approved 
by the time the company comes looking 
for the nod to build their uranium mill on 
Middle Arm.

Where to from here:

The long-standing public support for a clean 
and healthy Darwin Harbour will only face 
more challenges in the coming future.

some of the current and proposed 
activities for Darwin Harbour include

Raw sewage outfall •	

Ongoing waterfront development •	

(dredging, ocean infill, release of 
contaminants)

Greatly increased shipping activity•	

Pollution from urban stormwater and •	
chemical runoff from agriculture and 
horticulture

Possible new uranium mine at Rum •	
Jungle, just outside Darwin’s drinking 
water catchment

New urban residential subdivisions•	

A proposed Bio-diesel plant•	

Proposed trebling of Conocco Phillips •	
LNG Gas Plant

Proposed clearing of more mangroves•	

Rural land clearing and associated •	
impacts

Proposed new “township” of Weddell•	

Proposed Helium Plant•	

Proposed Condensate Processing Plant•	

Additional gas related industrial •	
projects

Further industrial development at •	
Middle Arm

Toxic Chemical storage and distribution •	
hub (Classified Goods Facility)

1500 new apartments in the city centre•	

Proposed 10-fold increase of East Arm •	
Port, mostly ocean infilling, with an 
additional 1700 hectares zoned for 
industrial development to establish 
port-accessible industries

With such an array of development threats
on the horizon, the challenge for the Darwin 
community will be to keep a firm eye on 
the long term goal of strategic planning for 
managing the precious environmental values 
of the large, rich harbour; while not losing 
too much ground to the immediate threats of 
inappropriate industrial development. 

Fig. Arafura Resources pro-
cessing plan for Nolans Bore

You don’t have to be a ‘greenie’ to know that 
paper comes from trees. We are all aware of 
the general origins of this resource-- paper 
comes from trees and trees grow in forests. 
There seems to be a growing if not always 
respected ecological awareness about the 
importance of this ecosystem. For a long 
time, it’s been well known that forests are 
the lungs of the planet and more recently, it’s 
become popular knowledge that forests also 
form carbon sinks.

What is less well known is the origin of other 
resources that our society consumes and 
which ecosystems they are sourced from 
and values they have. Ever heard of titanium 
dioxide? Well, that’s used in sunscreens and 
toothpastes. And 
zircon? That’s used in ceramics. Both are 
found in heavy mineral sands.

In the past, companies have tried, for 
example, to mine Fraser Island and Rainbow 
Beach in Queensland for these and other 

minerals. Obviously, these are coastal 
environments. Mineral sands can also be 
found away from the coast.

There is an area in South Australia, north 
of Ceduna, where mining company Iluka 
Resources Limited, have been exploring for 
several years. They include the Yellabinna 
Regional Reserve and the Yumbarra and 
Pureba Conservation Parks. Earlier this 
year, Iluka had one of their mining licenses 
granted, that is the Jacinth-Ambrosia deposit 
located in the Yellabinna Regional Reserve. 
Iluka are scheduled to start mining by 2010. 

The areas that Iluka and other companies 
hope to mine form the largest stretch of 
unbroken-stunted-mallee-woodland in the 
world (!) This means an expanse of dunes 
cloaked by gnarled trees that are only a 
couple of metres tall but are hundreds of 
years old. At any high point, watch this 
vegetation spread, unhindered in every 
direction, until a misty green haze happens 
at the surrounding horizon. Within this 
landscape can be found granite outcrops 
where ancient and sacred water filled 
rockholes are present to sustain life in the 

semi-arid environment. 

This is Kokatha Mula land. Kokatha Mula 
people have been caretakers of this land for 
generations and the work and commitment 
continues today. Every March/April and 
September/October, non Kokatha Mula 
people are taken by custodians into this land, 
to clean these rockholes and to learn about 
Kokatha Mula culture. These 4WD trips are 
called ‘Rockhole Recovery’.

The rockholes occur intermittently 
throughout the mallee woodland and can be 
septic after animals fall into them, rotting in 
the water for several months. People who 
go on these trips pump out the septic water 
after all the larger foreign 
are removed. The rockholes are then scraped 
clean and after each trip, rain comes.

Mining threatens the rockholes in several 
ways. Firstly, mining operations will use 
underground water. Many of the rockholes 
are fed by underground water and given the 
vast quantities of water that mining uses, the 
rockholes are bound to be adversely effected. 
Secondly, Iluka resources have ignored 

requests by Kokatha Mula people for a 2km 
buffer zone between mining activities and 
rockholes. Instead, they have already drilled 
within 200 metres of several rockholes. 
Kokatha Mula Elders are very concerned 
about the negative impacts this could have as 
the rockholes are believed 
to be interconnected. Mining also threatens 
the broader ecosystem, disrupts precious 
habitat of rare and threatened species 
of fauna and flora and poses the risk of 
introducing invasive weeds and predatory 
pest animall.

If you think about it, ‘activism’ can be 
very many different things. The Rockhole 
Recovery trips are a good example of positive 
activism where direct action is taken to 
contribute to the physical and spiritual 
health of the land, while at the same time 
learning about the Indigenous, ecological and 
political significance of the area. 

The easy to navigate, informative and nice to 
look at : http://kokathamula.auspics.org.au 
is where to go for information.

Mining the Mallee
            by Fina Po



This is still colonialisation: 
this is still invasion.

Government policy for N.T Aboriginal 
communities has been moving steadily 
towards a renewed assimilation and 
integration push, as has already occurred in 
Aboriginal populations in most other states 
of Australia. The Intervention, Shire Councils 
and NTER Taskforce suggestions that some 
communities are ‘unviable’ and should be 
closed down are another wave of invasion 
and colonization. These policies deny 
community self-determination in favour of 
increased government control of Aboriginal 
populations, “mainstreaming” Indigenous 

people, and expanding the Australian 
capitalist economy into new areas. 

These policies are based on racist colonial 
understandings of Aboriginal culture as 
the “problem” and “outdated”, placing the 
blame for social issues on Aboriginal people 
and cultures rather than on a history of 
invasion, oppression, control and genocide. 
The “solution”, according to these policies, 
is for Aboriginal people to assimilate into 
a “superior”, “modern” white Australian 
culture and economy, for their own benefit.

Dependence on welfare payments and 
government funding is a significant issue 
for Indigenous people and communities 
in the Territory. As long as people and 
communities are dependent on the 
government for funding and survival, they 
remain at the whim of that government and 
its policies of control. To some extent, this is 
difficult to avoid. Land theft, environmental 
destruction and cultural genocide, has led to 
a situation for remote and bush communities 
where the government controls all the 
resources communities need to survive. 
Unless these can be found through other 
means, such as directly from the source 
of those who actually possess, rather than 
just control, required skills and resources, 
communities must continue to demand that 
the government fulfill its responsibilities in 
ensuring the sustainability of communities.

The Intervention and Shire policies, with 
their focus on “jobs”, economic development 
and profitability of communities deny 
government responsibility to Indigenous 
communities for the ongoing colonisation 
of Aboriginal people. These policies place 
responsibility for the lack of resources 
in communities solely on communities 
themselves, refusing to provide funding 
and resources that have been taken and 
denied since invasion, instead forcing 
people to work for the white system or 
fulfill government obligations to meet their 
needs. These policies are a move away from 
the “self-determination” policies of the past 
two decades, where communities were 
given responsibility of all essential services 
and management, but without adequate 
funding or resources to meet their needs, 
and significant bureaucratic obligations that 
placed far too great a burden on community 
councils. The government’s current rhetoric 
blames “self-determination”, rather than 
government failures to adequately support 
communities, as the cause of service 
delivery shortfalls and social problems (see 
for example Tony Abbott’s Opinion piece, 
‘The “New” Paternalism’, June 28 2006, 
www.onlineopinion.com.au). Rather than 
develop community autonomy through 
providing the skills, training, funding and 
resources that communities need to meet 
their own needs, current government 
policies reinforce dependency on external 
economic and governance systems for 
essential services and resources, while at 
the same time refusing to provide services 
such as health and education that are the 
fundamental responsibilities of government 
to all populations within Australia. It is 
this dependency that forces Yapa people to 
assimilate into mainstream society through 
requirements and obligations attached to 
service provision agreements. 

Looking at the tasks, outlines and structures 
of Transitional Shire Councils it seems that 
the Shires’ main functions are to ensure that 
communities engage with the mainstream 
economy through opening up communities 
to business and industry expansion, for 
example by focusing on the creation of 
“Community Business Plans” and the like 

(check out the Local N.T. Government 
website, www.lgant.nt.gov.au). A top down, 
blanket bureaucratic approach to community 
governance makes this process easier, 
through the imposition of streamlined 
government managerial structures. 

The Howard, and now Rudd, governments 
have been progressively removing control 
from Indigenous institutions, federally with 
the abolition of ATSIC, and locally with 
the outsourcing of service provision and 
changes to local government. PM Rudd’s 
Yirrkala statement made clear that the Rudd 
Government’s commitment to “closing the 
gap” is focused on a three-way partnership 
model between communities, government, 
and business. The new Shire Councils 
are to be responsible for the delivery of 
essential services. Before the Intervention, 
many services were provided through the 
CDEP program, which funded local people 
to work necessary community jobs. This 
program had many faults, such as low wages, 
restriction on work hours, and so on, yet its 
focus was at least on engaging local people 
in local community roles. Under the Shires 
system, the Shire will have the contract to 
do all development and maintenance of 
community infrastructure and services. 

Despite rhetoric about “jobs for Aboriginal 
people”, the Intervention and Shire changes 
have so far created community jobs 
predominantly for non-Indigenous people 
with degrees in business, accounting and 
economics, rather than people from the 
local area, or with extensive knowledge of 
cultures, languages of the people they are 
working with, or community development 
in relation to Indigenous people. Each 
community has received a “Government 
Business Manager”, generally not from the 
community, the job specified ‘no requirement 
or experience with or understanding 
of Aboriginal culture or communities 
necessary’ (according to an ad in an NT 
newspaper), living in communities in brand 
new accommodation on $180,000 per year, 
with extraordinary powers to direct and 
control community residents and assets. 
This person is supposed to oversee service 
provision, infrastructure and community 
development, though from most reports 
GBMs are doing very little in communities 
and have little contact with community 
members. 

Each Shire has a government appointed 
CEO and Corporate and Community 
Director. Again, these positions, at least on 
the Transitional Committee, have mostly 
been filled by non-Indigenous people who 
are not from communities. Many people in 
communities speak local languages as their 
first language, and communication in English 
can be difficult and limited. People appointed 
to fill important roles in communities do 
not speak local languages, nor are their 
any requirements to learn them. The Local 
Government website does, however, inform 
us that one of the CEOs is proficient in Xhosa, 
one of South Africa’s major tribal languages. 
Useful. All talk of education for children 
and the difficulties of education in remote 
communities assumes that teachers will not 
be from communities – thus probably unable 
to speak language, and not necessarily with 
much cultural understanding. There have 
been no programs developed targeted at 
training community members in teaching in 
their communities nor any other mentor or 
training programs for community residents 
in any of the multitude of service provision 
roles filled by people from the cities. It is 
ridiculous that the government continuously 
talks about Aboriginal people needing to 
move to where there are “jobs”, 
while in the Northern Territory one of the 

major industries and employment sectors 
(perhaps other than tourism through 
Aboriginal lands) is Indigenous welfare. 

While the government keeps talking about 
how the Intervention is building houses on 
communities, part of a change in the focus 
of government rhetoric since Rudd came 
to power, from “saving children” to jobs, 
education and housing, its policies suggest 
that the promise of building houses on 
communities are about acquiring control 
over Indigenous land. After the initial 
compulsory acquisition of five year leases 
over “Prescribed Areas” – Aboriginal land 
– the Commonwealth and NT Governments 
are now attempting to extend these leases 
in various forms through blackmail. Town 
camps and communities have been told 
that if they want new houses, they will 
have to accept a lease over their land. Bush 
communities have been offered two options. 
If they lease all houses and new houses built 
to the Territory Government for 40 years, 
they will get about $20 million for new 
houses. This will create about 20 houses, not 
even enough to ease current overcrowding 
and homelessness in communities, let alone 
cope with expanding populations. The other 
option is to lease the entire community living 
area to the Commonwealth government for 
80 years, an extension of the current 5 year 
lease arrangements. In exchange they get 
$20 million in housing funding, $2 million 
for something of “community benefit”, and 
Traditional Owners get $2 million in rent, 
paid out of the Aboriginal Benefits Account, 
which mostly holds mining royalties for 
Traditional Owners – Tos are being offered 
their own money in “rent”. If the government 
makes profit from rent charged on leased 

The N.T. Intervention
“Emergency response” legislation introduced by the 
Howard government in June 21 2007 into Indigenous 
communities and town camps – known as “Prescribed 
Areas” in the Northern Territory. Measures involved in 
the intervention include:

Compulsory Acquisition of Land
Acquisition of 5 year leases of ‘Prescribed Areas’•	
Removal of the permit system for access to •	
Indigenous communities. The Labour government 
said it would reinstate this but so far has not.

Installation of Government Business 
Managers (GBM)

People from outside communities have been given •	
jobs as “Business Managers” in communities. New 
houses have been built for these people, whilst 
none have been built for Aboriginal people. Most 
communities are unsure of what the GBM does 
and have minimal contact with GBM since the GBM 
is often not present. GBM possess extraordinary 
powers to control and direct community residents 
and are on $180,000 per year. The ads for the GBM 
specified no requirement for experience working 
in Indigenous communities, as a result atrocious 
suggestions are made such as that of Yuendumu 
GBM who said children not attending school should 
be made to pick up rubbish, at night, until they are 
tired. 

Welfare quarantining & CDEP cut
Payment of 50% of welfare payments to people •	
living in “Prescribed Areas” in the form of “store 
cards”, to be spent only at government-approved 
stores. This requires continual travel to Centrelink, 
waits of up to 4 to 5 hours, and many people have 
to travel to major centres to shop, taking profits 
away from community stores
The government is moving towards a new system, •	
the ‘Basics Card’, meaning that people no longer 
have to specify which stores they want to spend 
what amount of money at, but can use the 
quarantined money at any stores accepting income 
management. This still restricts where people can 
shop, and what they can spend money on, and 
Basics Cards are being given out although some 
stores do not possess the capabilities to use the 
card yet.
CDEP was cut, a program which funded Aboriginal •	
people to work on communities, mostly in the 
provision of essential services. The Labour 
government said it has put this back in place, but 
has implemented a re-jigged system in only some 
of the communities.

Racism
The Racial Discrimination Act 1975 was suspended •	
so that these measures could be applied only to 
people living on Prescribed Areas – Aboriginal 
communities and camps – regardless of people’s 
particular circumstances. These are blanket 
measures, applied to elderly people, youth, parents, 
people without children… 
People have said racism has increased since the •	
Intervention particularly in relation to the vilification 
of all Aboriginal men as child abusers and all 
Aboriginal people as neglectful parents, unable to 
care for children nor for themselves.

Police powers
Police have been given ‘star chambers’ powers, •	
normally reserved for anti-terrorism operations, 
meaning they can enter houses without warrants, 
and so on.
Many Prescribed Area people have reported •	
increased police harassment since the intervention 
began, and problems with Federal Intervention 
police being stationed on camps and in 
communities without any training or understanding 
of what it is like to work in these areas. People say 
these police do not know what they are doing, nor 
how to act in a culturally appropriate manner.



land, TOs will get whatever is left after 
the cost of administration (wages for 
public servants, etc) is taken out. Shorter 
leases result in diminished benefits. Only 
16 communities have been offered new 
housing, and if communities do not accept 
one of these two options, they will get no 
funding for housing. Communal, inalienable 
nature of Indigenous land rights prevents 
individual sale and investment in portions of 
land, reducing the “economic development 
value” of land within non-Indigenous, 
capitalist value systems. Leasing enables 
the government to sell and lease individual 
portions of the land to businesses or service 
providers, develop areas of land without 
consultation or substantial community 
agreement, and encourage individual home 
ownership within the community. It can also 
formalize renting arrangements, evict people 
from homes, restrict the number of people 
allowed to live in the same house, place other 
restrictions on tenancy and so on.

The assimilation motives of the Intervention 
and relating policies become clear when 
looking at some of the publications that were 
consulted in the designing of the legislation, 
such as Helen Hughes’ book, ‘Lands of 
Shame: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island 
“Homelands” in Transition.’ She suggests that 
protection from “cultural contamination” 
and a traditional communitarian lifestyle is 
the cause of social problems in communities. 
She says Indigenous people must move into 
the “real economy” and get “real jobs”, and 
that to this end, remoteness, communal land 
rights, permits, subsidized employment (eg. 
CDEP) and Land Councils are barriers to 
economic development, preventing access 
to communities by business and industry. 
If cultural norms, including traditional law, 
inhibit movement into the “real economy”, 
they need to be overridden. People must 
be prepared to move into urban centres 
to integrate into the economy. All of these 
suggestions are incorporated into current 
government policy or ‘unviable community’ 
rhetoric in some form. 

The Bennelong Society has produced 
articles suggesting that land rights and self-
determination have sought to preserve a 
culture that is the cause of social problems 
within Aboriginal communities. In his 
article ‘Making Land Rights Work’, Gary 
Johns suggests that there are two ways to 
overcome this – the Noel Pearson strategy 
of “re-missionising”, and the economist’s 
strategy of integration and assimilation, 

which would require acknowledging that 
Aboriginal culture is inconsistent with 
the economy because it does not allow for 
impersonal contractual obligation, that land 
must be seen as a resource, not heritage, able 
to be bought and sold, and that migration is 
an important part of “structural adjustment” 
(see Bennelong Society , www.bennelong.
com.au/).  The government’s current 
approach to bush communities seems to be a 
combination of these two approaches.

In July this year the NTER Taskforce 
recommended that only communities 
deemed economically ‘viable’ receive 
funding for essential services. “Viable” 
communities should be provided with 
adequate housing, health services, education 
services, employment opportunities and 
stores. When asked if people deemed to be 
living in “unviable” communities should be 
forced to move from their homelands in a 
Parliamentary session on June 21, Jenny 
Macklin replied simply with “children must 
go to school. Every child in Australia has 
to go to school. There’s a responsibility…to 
make sure that’s enforced.”

On October 11, the NT Government 
foreshadowed activity on this 
recommendation, announcing the end to 
any future development of outstations, 
no more funding of houses where there 
are “no employment opportunities”, 
saying that despite the better physical 
and emotional health of children on 
outstations than in major centres and 
large communities, “cultural benefits” of 
living on homelands were coming at the 
expense of education as parents were 
ignoring their “legal responsibility” to send 
children to school. This seems to be the 
overwhelming statement of the Intervention 
and relating policies. The government 
is using Yapa people as a scapegoat for 
their own responsibility to provide for 
the education and welfare of children and 
communities, blaming them for all problems 
within communities. Yet again, “children’s 
welfare” is being used as an excuse to force 
Indigenous peoples from their homelands. 
Calls to move people from homelands to 
major centres or communities are based on 
ideas that Indigenous culture is “depl
eted and non-adaptive” and “incons
istent with success in a modern 
economy” (Gary Johns, Bennelong
Society website). Macklin has sugg-
ested that Indigenous people need 
to move to where  there are “jobs 

available. This means that  larger 
communities need to be developed
into small  mainstreamed towns, 
more able to engage in the capitalist 
economy, and people in remote 
areas must either move to the towns
or to major centres such as Alice 
Springs, Darwin, and Katherine, that 
are already overcrowded and facing 
their own housing shortages and 
lack of resources. That is, that Abori-
ginal people must integrate into main-stream 
society, and fully participate 
in the non-Indigenous economic sys-
tem, at the expense of Aboriginal cul-
ture, seen as an impediment to this 
main aim. 
                                                    
The Australian state needs to dem-
onise Aboriginal culture and present
it as the cause of social problems 
for its own legitimacy. The Intervent-        ion 
and relating policies continue
the same colonial story that has been    
operating since invasion – that colo-
nial Australia needs to destroy Indig-
enous culture for Indigenous peop-
le’s “own good”, replacing it with a “superior” 
culture and way of life. To
 destroy Indigenous culture to “save 
children”, to “improve welfare”. To justify 
the perpetual invasion of this country. 
At the beginning of this year, Kevin Rudd 
apologized to Indigenous peoples for the 
Stolen Generations policies. And yet at the 
same time, it is following through with 
approaches to Indigenous communities 
that are based on the same racist, white 
supremacist assumptions about Indigenous 
culture, and focused on the same aims – 
destruction of Aboriginal culture, and the 
complete integration and assimilation of 
Indigenous people into the “mainstream” 
Australian culture and economy.

‘The kernel of this disaster was the 
disingenuous conviction that took hold 

in 1966 which believed Indigenous 
Australians should have limited contact 

with Australia’s capitalist society.’
– Kevin Andrews, ‘The Business of Indigenous 
Affairs’, 25 August 2008, www.onlineopinion.

com

“We won’t be moving … please write 
that,” says Multhara Mununggurr, who 

is a custodian for Gurrumuru, population 
50, which was built in the early 1970s as 
part of what was called the homelands 

movement, when thousands of Aboriginal 
people moved back to their ancestral 

lands from mission towns.

“This is our home, our life,” Mununggurr 
says. “It’s where we sing the songs of 

the sea and the soil and the trees … it’s 
where our culture

is connected to the land.”
- Lindsay Murdoch, ‘The Homelands Ancient Ties’, 

the Age, 27 September 2008

Military-style Police Raid 
at Kunoth Town Camp, 
Alice Springs
On the night of Thursday October 9, a large 
number of police participated in a raid of the 
Kunoth town camp in Alice Springs. Residents say 
that the raid has terrified the local community. 
Police jumped over fences to enter the camp, 
displayed rifles, pushed and abused residents and 
trained a red laser light on the chest of one man – 
perhaps from a taser, or from a gun.

“This little girl was sleeping and the police just 
came in and shake the humpy (where little girl 
is sleeping), and we live in the humpy, the police 
come in with rifles, pointing them at my uncle, they 
was like a sniper with red light, laser come on his 
chest, pointed, just for no reason. Like soldiers, 
just like a soldier”, said Robbie Petrick, Kunoth 
resident.

Police claimed they were looking for weapons, 
following a tip off from the fire brigade that 
there were guns in a car that drove back to the 
camp. A miniature toy gun was later found on the 
dashboard of the car.

“Apparently there were guns stolen in Alice Springs 
earlier in the week. And they just assumed it was 
our Aboriginal kids. It’s so scary to see your kids 
get harassed like that. At gun-point. One of them 
could have been shot by accident. They even had 
bullet proof vests on,’ concluded Donald Kunoth.

The NT Intervention is being blamed for the 
incident. It has seen police given new powers to 
enter “prescribed areas” without warrant and 
seen many police brought into town who have no 
experience dealing with local communities.

“One copper that I took in to search the rooms was 
stationed in Alice and he said to me ‘we know you 
mob Kunoth family that live in this block, we know 
you mob sort your own problems out’. That’s why 
I think it’s the intervention cops who organised 
the raid, like Chris Burns said, they get chucked in 
there and they don’t have the training. We’re not 
living freely like we used to in our town camps, you 
know, we have to keep looking over our shoulders”, 
concluded Maxine Carlton.

This criticism comes following accusations that 
heavy-handed behaviour by Intervention police 
was responsible for the death of a young man in 
Arnhem Land last week. NT Justice Minister Chris 
Burns and the Australian Police Federation have 
also recently criticised Intervention police for 
culturally insensitive behaviour.

“We’ve got two [intervention police] out there also 
at Utopia from this intervention thing…they don’t 
know what they’re doing out there. They don’t 
know what they’re role is, they don’t know who to 
talk to, they don’t ask either, the intervention just 

put them there and that’s it. That’s how that one 
died up there in Arnhem Land. They don’t know 
who to talk to”, said Eva Kunoth from Utopia, who 
witnessed the raid.

A protest was held outside Alice Springs police 
station on Monday October 13. Kunoth residents 
were supported by local community members in 
making a complaint against the police force. 

“We need human rights you know. That’s why we 
feel sad. It’s just like we been chained up again, like 
our ancestors did in the past. They were chained 
up and dragged like animals. We don’t want that to 
happen again, for our children, and their children 
you know. We gotta stand for our rights”, said 
Josephine Thompson.

“The Intervention was supposed to protect 
children. But the children are more scared now 
because of these police. I have been calling the 
Intervention an invasion since the start. And now 
here it is – they invaded our community”, said 
Valerie Martin.

Eva Kunoth with toy gun

Map of Nt with new shire councils



I write the following with Respect to all  
Sovereign Aboriginal lands of this vast 
continent. 
Respect to all traditional owners, present and 
past, the history and misery that lasts. 
This article was written on Wangal country, 
Eora Nation.
Sovereignty never ceded, spirit never defeated.

The NT Intervention, an aggressive policy of 
assimilation and dispossession introduced by 
Howard in June last year, has fired up resistance 
in affected NT Aboriginal communities from the 
depths of the Heartland to the remote tropics of 
the Top End. Over the past 15 months this flame 
has spread south, east and west and across the 
continent thousands of Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal supporters are taking action. 

In February, over 2000 supporters were led by 
affected Aboriginal people in a convergence on 
parliament house on Ngunnawal and Walgalu 
Country (Canberra) calling for an immediate end 
to the NT Intervention, reinstatement of the Racial 
Discrimination Act 1975 (RDA) and for Indigenous 
policy development guided by the principles of 
self-determination. 

Anti-intervention collectives and working groups, 
actions and protests have erupted in every state 
and territory across the country. Organisations 

and service providers, unions and human rights 
commissions (including HREOC and NT anti-
discrimination commission) have condemned the 
Intervention yet governments fail to retreat. Rudd 
and Macklin continue to moralise and demonise 
offending all their hollow commitments to human 
rights, consultation and evidence-based policy 
design. 

The next powerful message of uncompromising 
resistance was to be launched from the heartland 
of Australia, Mparntwe (Alice Springs).

Traditional owners of Mparntwe invited 
supporters nation-wide onto the powerful lands 
of Central Australia for another mass Convergence 
to coincide with the hand-over of report findings 
of the NT Intervention Review Panel to the federal 
government on 30th September.

Hundreds flocked to the open arms of Mt Nancy 
‘town camp’.

For Top End mob, the epic journey began on 
Larrakia Country (Darwin) with a speak-out on 
Friday 26th September to launch the 2008 Freedom 
Rides convoy destined for Mparntwe. 43 years 
after the historic 1965 Freedom Rides, Indigenous 
people are still calling for an end to third world 
living conditions and institutional and societal 
racism. 

Top End community leaders spoke strongly 
against the Intervention as they have since 
its implementation. In July, 53 Yolngu elders 
representing 8000 Yolngu people of North-East 
Arnhem Land presented Rudd and the Labour 
cabinet with demands to immediately end the 
Intervention and enshrine Indigenous Rights in the 
constitution. 

Whilst it was difficult for a lot of Top End ‘prescribed 
area’ people to participate in the Freedom Rides 
and attend the Convergence, solidarity was strong 
and those community leaders unable to be there 
sent passionate statements of support. It was the 
climax of an accelerating campaign. The strength 
of people sharing their stories, their pain and the 
excitement of knowing that all colours were coming 
together from across the continent to walk side by 
side for Indigenous rights inspired and gave hope 
to many Top End communities.

The inspiration continued as the Freedom
Rides hosted a speak-out on Jawoyn Country 
(Katherine) drawing a crowd of over 50 people. 
This was a phenomenal turnout for the small town 
and local Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people 
channelled their outrage about the Intervention, 
particularly Income Management and the 
suspension of the RDA, through the microphone.  

Norman George, the chairman of the Northern 
Australian Aboriginal Justice Agency (NAAJA), 
spoke out strongly and emphasised the dangerous 
culture of racism developing in service delivery, 
particularly within police departments and the 
fact that to date not one criminal case related to 
child sexual abuse has been prosecuted. Instead 
teenagers in consensual relationships are being 
targeted for underage sex leading to higher suicide 
rates in that demographic.

The distance to Mparntwe grew shorter and the 
Freedom Rides arrived to the warm embrace of 
Barbara Shaw and her community at Mt Nancy 
‘town camp’ just in time for the Prescribed 
Area’s People’s Alliance (PAPA) meeting the next 
morning. 

PAPA brought over 100 affected Aboriginal people 
and elders from remote and urban communities 
across the NT together to share stories and support 
each other in their common struggle against the 
Intervention. After an information panel and open 
mic for story telling, the meeting spilt into men’s 

and women’s groups to discuss communications 
and strategy. The statement of the women’s group 
can be found at www.rollbacktheintervention.
wordpress.com 

As a non-Aboriginal person, honoured to be invited 
to the meeting, I was beautifully overwhelmed 
by the depth of wisdom of the old people. Their 
words were like thunderous waves of truth and 
perspective: one old man said “They are not the 
government. You old people are the government. 
This is your land”. Real truth speaks to your heart 
and the room trembled with the raw power of 
those words. 

Trembled also did the streets of Alice Springs the 
next day as 400 people led by ‘prescribed area’ mob 
marched 3km to literally close ‘the gap’ – a naturally 
occurring break in the Macdonnell’s Rangers where 
the Stuart Hwy pierces Alice Springs. 

Despite the government announcement on the 
day that the Review had been extended for a 
month, its recommendations to be released late 
October, people marched under a blazing sun, 
blazing themselves after an inspiring and strong 
speak-out in town. The delay of the review was 
suspected to be an attempt to divert attention 
away from the convergence and silence the voices 
of ‘prescribed area’ people. Nevertheless mob from 
Central Australia and the Top End exposed the 
aggressive, disempowering and devastating reality 
of the Intervention to hundreds of supporters and 
bystanders. Elders from country outside of the 
NT and working groups from each state/territory 
pledged their support and ongoing commitment to 
fight against the Intervention. 

continued on next page

Empowering the Heartland. 
Empowered by the Heartland. 

by Liv 
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BUSINESS AS USUAL 
– The Government 
response to the Review
Dr Alyssa Vass.

Just before going to print, Jenny Macklin’s office 
released a Media Release and Statement in 
response to the Review Board’s Report. In it, 
they claim to support the three “overarching 
recommendations” of the Review – in short, 
that the Government recognise the ongoing 
disadvantage in Aboriginal communities as a 
“matter of urgent national significance”, that 
the Government resets their relationship with 
Indigenous people based on genuine consultation 
and that Government actions conform with the 
Racial Discrimination Act (1975) (RDA).

Of glaring hypocrisy however, the government 
feels that continuing with compulsory Income 
Management is the best way to do this. Macklin 
has completely ignored the recommendation 
that reads: The current blanket application of 
compulsory income management in the Northern 
Territory cease.

With her claims of women “pleading” with her 
to keep the measure in place, she has offensively 
ignored the “significant segment of the Indigenous 
community” quoted in the Review which said 
the measure “has resulted in widespread 
disillusionment, resentment and anger”. The 
Review reported that those who felt some benefits 
had been shown, such as increased fresh food 
purchase, by and large actually wanted Income 
Management to become voluntary, or, in special 
cases, used as a last resort as part of a suite of 
measures involving financial literacy and parental 
education.

So immediately we see, that the governments new 
found commitment to genuine consultation has 
started with completely ignoring the consultation. 

Macklin also does some pretty acrobatics when 
it comes to the re-instatement of the RDA. They 
have committed to re-instating the act – but in 12 
months. Why the delay? The MR spins it up as a 
“transition period” to “long term development”. 
However, read more closely, it shows what the 
Government actually fears is legal action. 

Peter Yu, Chair of the Review Board, told media 
that he had commissioned legal advice into 
the suspension of the RDA and sent it to the 
Government, which they have declined to release. 
One can only assume that the legal advice was 
that NTER measures are discriminatory under the 
RDA – otherwise no need to fear legal action if its 
reinstated. So what Aboriginal people have been 
saying all along is true – the NTER is racist.

The Government’s new found commitment to 
conforming with its human rights obligations 
however, is to use the next 12 months to tweak the 
NTER measures in order to have them comply as 
“special measures”. In effect what they have said 
is “business as usual”. The RDA will be reinstated, 
but only when all the NTER measures can 
continue as a “special measure”. 

“Special measures” however, are built into the 
RDA in order to allow for positive discrimination. 
The Review’s quotes based on its consultation 
with Aboriginal communities reveal a definite 
feeling amongst Aboriginal people that the NTER 
is far from positive discrimination. Words such as 
“intense hurt”,  “anger”, “betrayal”, “humiliation”, 
“hostility” and “shame” are used in abundance 
when referring to the imposition of these 
measures on the basis of race.

The MR goes on to say that the government will 
respond to the remaining recommendations 
once it’s had time to consider them. As such, 
it has again ignored its own new commitment 
– to recognise the ongoing disadvantage of 
Aboriginal communities as an urgent priority. 
It has put to the back the recommendations 
relating to comprehensive education programs, 
comprehensive protection programs for women 
and children, comprehensive 
alcohol support programs.

Aboriginal people I have worked alongside in 
the previous year or more are devastated by the 
Governments response. 

They have placed a considerable amount of time, 
energy and trust into the Review process, only to 
be let down once again. 

The calls for the enshrinement of Indigenous 
Rights into the constitution, based on some kind 
of treaty, cannot come at a better time – after 200 
years of jumping through the hoops of a colonial 

, Aboriginal people are still considered unworthy 
of making decisions about their own lives. 
Australia should see the hypocrisy of this 
government’s moves in recent months as a glaring 
indicator that we are a far cry from a genuine 
“new partnership” between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous Australia, Apology or no. Its time 
we truly respected Aboriginal people and their 
culture, and came to the table with them as equals. 

Dr Alyssa Vass works in aborignal health in 
Arnhem Land and has been in the territory since 
the Intervention supporting those afected by the 
intervention.

the review can be read at www.nter.gov.au/report

katherine speak out photo territory regional weekly



Mpartnwe-Alice Springs Convergence 29th and 30th Sept 

“It’s really bad what the government is doing to us. Not even 
listening to us. Especially with our rights. We are the first citizens of 
Australia yet we are not being recognised... We’re just nothing at the 
moment. Nothing.” Valerie Martin 30-9-08, Mparntwe-Alice Springs

“Our rights as Aboriginal people and as Australians needs to be pro-
tected in all acts of the Commonwealth of Australia so we don’t get leg-
islated against and have an imposition put on our lives where we need to 
consult and negotiate with the Governments. Governments need to show a 
political will. This Intervention clearly shows that successive past govern-
ments and also the Rudd government are failing in systems of closing the 
gaps in aboriginal on a national bloody scale.”- Walter Shaw 30-9-08, Mparntwe-Alice 
Springs

“Human Rights 
are for all Aus-
tralians. We 
should have 
equal rights, learn 
to live together 
black and white. 
At the moment 
we are going 
backwards.”Ronnie 
Agnew statement 30-

Empowering the Heartland. Empowered by the Heartland.
continued from previous page

An Elder from Pembalong country (Newcastle) burned the Australian 
flag and constitution. Sovereignty has never been ceded!

While the heartland was pulsing with resistance, the rhythm of dissent 
was alive in Millingimbi, a remote island of NE Arnhem land. In solidarity 
with the convergence, senior Yolngu elders met at a cultural festival to 
develop resistance strategy to the Intervention in line with customary 
law. Recently, the island’s police and Centrelink workers were invited 
into Yolngu Ngarra (secret sacred law) ceremony to show them that 
their complex law is strong, its alive and its being sabotaged by the 
Intervention. There has been a persistent call from Yolngu to integrate 
this law into any balanda (white fella) policy. See youtube clip of Ngarra 
ceremony with comments on Intervention: http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ytfqf1LWdQI 

Following the rally, convergers split into different groups to embark 
upon listening tours of urban and remote communities including 
Yuendumu and Mutitjulu, to witness first hand the entrenched poverty 
and disadvantage that has been further exacerbated by the Intervention. 
For many people, this was the first time they had visited an Aboriginal 
community, let alone confronted the frontline reality of genocidal policies 
such as the Intervention. It was truly revelatory and life-changing for 
everyone involved. 

The Convergence on Mparntwe was not only an awesome demonstration 
of resistance to the aggressive colonial policy of dispossession and 
assimilation that is the Intervention but most importantly it brought 
hundreds of non-Aboriginal people to the hidden genocide sites of 
this continent and made blatant the absolute barbarity of Australian 
governments. Through the human contact and relationships with affected 
Aboriginal people, convergers have returned to their communities with a 
deeply honest understanding of what the Intervention is and will fight it 
hard in all corners of the continent. More importantly, the convergence has 
shown ‘prescribed area’ mob that there is far-reaching support and they 
are not alone in this struggle. Together we will stop this Intervention!

crowd at gap photo: territory regional weekly

rally heading towards gap photo: territory regional weekly

“This is not the first Intervention. The first 
Intervention was in 1770 by Captain Cook who 
placed a rag in the ground, called the Union 
Jack, and proclaimed all he seen on behalf of 
the British Crown What has happened since 
that day is terra nullius. They took our sov-
ereign rights of us, or so they say, we’ve still 
got it. It still exists.... The next Intervention 
was done in Melbourne in 1901 by a bunch 
of Melbourne Morons who created the con-
stitution which excluded Aboriginal men and 
women from participation. They did not say 
in the preamble to the constitution that this 
country belongs in law and still does to the 390 
indigenous nations of this country... who have 
never given up their sovereignty. The next ma-
jor intervention was in the Northern Territory in 
2007 when the miniature Prime Minister, John 
Howard, ‘little Johnny’ ... rolled back the Racial 
Discrimination Act 1975 to send in the army 
to carry out health checks.” Mauri Japarta Ryan, 
Mparntwe-Alice Springs 30-9-08



Statment from 
Women at the 
Papa Meeting

We Aboriginal women from 
the Prescribed Area People’s 
Alliance meeting yesterday, 
September 29 2008, met to 
talk on issues that affect us the 
most out of this intervention.  
We have made a statement.  
We don’t want the interven-
tion.  We want to manage our 
communities the proper way, 
the way we want it, this is our 
community, we are the ones 
that live there, listen to us and 
our cultural ways.

Racism

The intervention law is racist 
and we want protection under 
the Racial Discrimination Act 
1975.

Rights

Intervention has taken away 
our people’s rights.

Law

There is one law and that’s our 
law. Our laws don’t change.  
White people are changing 
their law all the time.

 Culture

We have been practicing our 
culture for thousands and 
thousands of generations. We 
want to strongly maintain and 

practice our culture.  We 

want to stay in our communi-
ties and pass on traditional 
knowledge to the future gen-
erations.

Governments

Governments don’t listen to 
us.  We want another govern-
ment who is good, honest and 
respectful, with good people 
working for us.  White men 
are trying to put us back, they 
like to be in the front. They’re 
always taking over. Stay with 
Aboriginal law. Government 
people bringing in new ways 
are destroying our way.

Consultation

We want more consultation 
and communication.  We want 
consultation in our languages.  
We want to work together.  
Intervention workers come in, 
they don’t know our commu-
nity and what we need, they 
don’t work with us.  Govern-
ment Business Managers are 
not working properly for our 
community needs.      Commu-
nity management belongs to 
us.  Government works 9 - 5, 
community is 24/7.

Police

Police can do what they like, 
get away with anything since 
the intervention started. We’d 
like them to ask us how we’d 
like to deal with community 
issues.  We’d like to work in 
partnership to deal with com-
munity problems.

Income Management

There’s no financial programs 
to support our people.  A 
blanket approach to Income 
Management is the wrong 
way.  Income management is 
bringing everyone into town.  
People don’t want to have to 
come into town.  They want to 
stay in their own communities.

Nothing has improved

There’s no new houses, 
schools or anything for 
communities. They’ve only 
built new houses for the new 
intervention staff.  We had 
programs created by the com-
munity for our community.  We 
wanted more support for them.  
Community programs have 
been taken away.  They’ve 
taken away our night patrol, 
community bus  and women’s 
centres. 

 Going backwards

For old people the intervention 
is bringing up bad memories 
of the past, the old days, the 
ration days, the dog tag days 
and the mission days.

Health

We want permanent doctors 
and nurses in our communities 
that we can trust, not the fly in 
fly out, one-day or one week 
intervention doctors.  Give our 
people the opportunity to be 
health workers in our com-

munities.

Education

We want to our young people 
to stay on land and learn 
culture.  We want to see kids 
going to school and getting a 
proper education in a school 
that’s on Aboriginal land, not 
to have to send them away.

Elders

Our old people are our gov-
ernment.  We listen to them.  
We want to employ our own 
people, young people, to care 
for families.

Elders want “Return to Coun-
try” programs and aged care 
facilities in their communities.  
We listen to our old people, 
government should listen to 
them.

Calls to action:

1. We call on Quentin Bryce, 
the Governor General, to 
come and meet with us 
women.

2. We call on Jenny Macklin to 
have proper consultation  with 
us women.

3. Stop the intervention.  We 
want to manage our communi-
ties the proper way, the way 
we want it, this is our com-
munity, we are the ones that 
live there, listen to us and our 
cultural ways.

“I believe that we must come to-
gether. Talk strong as one people 
because we don’t wanna see this 
happening you know. This Inter-
vention legislation big change it’s 
something they didn’t talk to our 
elders or indigenous leaders, you 
know. But we must stand together 
you know because we’ve gotta 
lot of children our future and we 
don’t wanna see these children 
see this happening you know. We 
must stand strong and fight to-
gether.” Christopher Poulson, Yuendumu 
resident, 30-9-08, Mparntwe-Alice Springs

“This dream we are living is turn-
ing into a nightmare as the Gov-
ernment stagnates this process 
with all the promises and all the 
consultations we know they are 
going to ignore.” Lyle Cooper, Bagot 
Town Camp President, 30-9-08 Court 
House Lawns Mparntwe-Alice Springs 

Macklin whitewashes 
Intervention opposition in 
Yuendumu

Ani T

On Monday October 27, Harry Nelson, former 
Yuendumu Community President, and a delegation 
of respected community members presented 
Minister for Indigenous Affairs Jenny Macklin with 
a statement calling for the intervention to end, 
income management to be abolished, handing 
back of community land, for the government to 
stop blackmailing the community into signing 
a lease over community lands, the immediate 
reinstatement of the Racial Discrimination Act and 
support for self-determination and community 
control. The statement was signed by 236 
community members. 

Ms Macklin would not allow Warlpiri Media 
– the community media association -  to film 
the meeting. Community members say that Ms 
Macklin responded by saying it was very difficult 
for the Government to pass anything through the 
Senate as they did not have control, but that she 
was hearing what the community was saying. 
Media reports, however, quote Macklin as having 
told “the men” – ignoring the presence of women 
in the meeting and the 140 women’s signatures 
on the statement – that the intervention would 

continue as “evidence” showed it was “working”.
Peggy Brown OAM began the pool opening 
ceremony with a strong message to the Federal 
and NT Governments:

‘This is our land! Government gotta support yapa. 
We want to keep control of our land!’

However, in a corporate media whitewash, 
headlines the following day mentioned nothing 
of the statement handed to the Minister, nor 
Peggy’s comments. Instead, Ms Brown was quoted 
as being in favour of income management in 
articles entitled “Warlpiri women tell Macklin 
the intervention is working”. An angry response 
by her was not printed by any of the newspapers 
that represented Ms Brown as supporting the 
intervention, with papers instead citing doubts 
as to the “authenticity” of the letter, and pressure 
from various outsiders. Yet the statement, written 
and signed by Peggy and translated by another 
Yuendumu resident, Valerie Martin, read:

“My name was used telling lies. I did not agree 
with the intervention…The intervention is rubbish 
and isn’t working in any way at all for us.”

Her letter was consistent with the countless filmed 
interviews that have been conducted with Peggy 
and other women in the community, in which they 
clearly state their opposition to the intervention 

and belief that it is actually making things harder 
for women, children and men in the community.

Jenny Macklin’s line, supported by the corporate 
media, about Warlpiri women supporting the 
intervention is a blatant misrepresentation of 
actual sentiment within the community. It ignores 
the 140 women who signed the statement handed 
personally to the Minister, misrepresents or 
misinterprets Peggy Brown’s position in regards 
to the intervention, disregards her role in the 
delegation that handed the statement to Macklin, 
and shows a refusal to engage with the women 
who on the day indicated they were available to 
speak to press about their support for the anti-
intervention statement.

I witnessed firsthand the meetings that were 
held in Yuendumu in the lead up to Macklin’s 
visit, attended by equal numbers of women and 
men, including Peggy Brown, during which the 
statement was created. Community members 
went around the community explaining to family 
and friends the substance of the statement, and 
asking people to sign it if they were in support of 
its demands. One woman specifically asked me 
what the statement was, to read it out to her, and 
then responded that the intervention was not 
working and had to stop, taking the statement 
inside to get all of her family to sign it. However, 
the media expressed doubts as to the credibility of 

the petition, suggesting that people were unaware 
of what they were signing – presenting Indigenous 
people as ignorant or naïve, signing anything they 
are given, and ignoring and discrediting accounts 
of the process that was used to ensure people did 
know and support the contents of the statement. 

It is part of a general strategy by the government 
to hand pick selected women in communities who 
support the intervention and use them to suggest 
the intervention is supported by all women, 
although many men are opposed. This perpetuates 
the racial vilification of Indigenous men that has 
surrounded the intervention, suggesting that men 
do not support the intervention because they are 
all alcoholics or child abusers, and a danger to 
women, whilst women support the intervention 
because it protects them from the evils of the 
men. Yet in attempting to create this farcical 
picture, Macklin is silencing the many women 
who are strongly opposed to the continuation 
of the intervention, income management and 
Government land grabs, who say that it is harmful 
to women, children, men and whole community 
structures, that it is undermining community 
autonomy, damaging health, and is part of a push 
for assimiliation, attacking Indigenous culture as 
the cause of social problems. At the same time, 
she is discrediting any opposition expressed by 
Indigenous men, further disempowering them and 
undermining their role in communities.



Firesticks
Scott Foyster

‘Our stories are a firestick. We light the fire, and 
we pass it to you. You take it to other people, 
and they pass it on again.’ Ned Hargraves, 
Yuendumu 1-10-08

The patrol pulls to stop next to the basketball court. 
The red dust has settled and now we are back 
amongst the land of bitumen, concrete and metal 
cladding. A barbie sits next to the basketball court 
awaiting us once we’ve returned with Frank Baarda 
from the inaugural ‘Intervention Tour’. A tour that 
with sun setting and Frank not yet here is going to 
be short (as it turns out we’ll have to wait until the 
morning to complete the tour.)

Eventually Frank arrives and the 20 of us climb back 
into our vehicles forming a convoy behind Frank has 
he takes us to the Nest, Yuendumu’s nickname for 
the Government Business Manager’s compound.
 
The compound, which was built in 5 days,1 consists of 
three demountables surrounded by a cyclone barbed 
wire fence. When it was built this fence resulted in 
the humpy home of a young couple knocked straight 
to the ground. The couple were living in this humpy 
with their newborn baby in order to live close to their 
extended family. When the contractors came this 
house of a few months was destroyed in a matter 
of minutes to ensure that Yuendumu got it’s first 
barbed wire fence and that the Government Business 
Manager would be protected from the ‘sacred 
children’.

 Unsurprisingly the Government Business Manager is 
not there. He rarely is. Paid 
$180 000 a year he spends most of his time back 
with his family in Perth. When he is in Yuendumu he 
engages with the community as little as possible.  A 
fortnight ago when Yuendumu won the footy flag in 
Alice, Noel did not even bother attending the match. 
 
After the Nest, Frank drives out to the $200 000 
cyclone fence that has been built around the new 
rubbish tip. The tip itself is 5 km from Yuendumu 
and, like the Nest, comes complete with three rows 
of barbed wire to keep the ‘dangerous children’ out 
as Frank jokes – apparently in one Central Australian 
language the word for ‘sacred’ can also be translated 
to mean ‘dangerous’.
 
Here with the lights of the cars shining in his eyes 
Frank informs us of how the GBM compound came 
to be known as the nest. A story that goes like this: 
Frank was chatting with someone in his store who 

called the GBM ..., which is Warlpiri for egg. An egg 
sits in a nest being well looked after for doing nothing 
at all.  

Part 2 of the Intervention tour over, we drive back 
to the basketball court for the BBQ and community 
speakout. Ned Hargraves welcomes us in Warlpiri to 
the community, telling the crowd of kids, community 
members and ourselves that we are friends of the 
community who have travelled from around the 
country to listen and learn.

The night proceeds with a succession of speakers 
from the community standing up and speaking 
strongly and loudly against the Intervention.

Christopher Poulson, a former teacher, tells us of 
“the racial discrimination.’ That ‘There’s one job for 
you cos you are black and living in the bush.”

1 Yuendumu itself has seen no new houses 
for the community in the 15 months of the Intervention 
this in spite of the fact that house in the community are 
overcrowded and housing is supposedly a bi-partisian 
programme to close the gap. In fact like with other 
communities in the NT, Yuendumu will only get new 
houses if they sign a lease with the Government. No 
lease, no new houses.

Kurt, a whitefella who lives in the community 
recording the community musicians, informs us that 
“what the Government is doing with this Intervention 
is telling Aboriginal people in the Northern Territory 
that they are useless.” And that “in all my days 
wandering around this country I have not found 
Aboriginal people that are useless.”

Francis Kelly tells us “that they should have a high 
school out in the bush where our people can go 
to instead of sending them to boarding schools 
in Melbourne, Sydney, Adelaide. That bi-lingual 
education 
is important and should not be touched [hinting 
at the diminishing numbers of bilingual education 
programs in N.T. 
schools].” He also tells us the difficulty in getting jobs 
in the community: “Our young people when they 
come back [from school], 
they have to start from scratch again. Some people 
got jobs in the mining others have got nothing.”

Sammy Watson told us that “Community is 
the main thing with us... other peopltrying to take 
that away... we’ve gotta be strong, 
yapa people, with our law, our culture... 
we got stand strongly for our rights... the intervention 
is hurting us, yapa people... my people in my 
community, Yuendumu. The intervention is killing us.”

The evening ends with a rousing speech from Ned 
Hargraves in which he tells us all that “Yuendumu 
don’t want the Invasion. It’s doing us no good. It 
should go.”

The next morning the third part of the Intervention 
Tour is completed. Our guide 
for is the Yuendumu’s former domestic violence 
worker2, the first community domestic violence 
worker in all of Central Australia. From the 
basketball court she points out the Men’s Shelter. 
It looks exactly as Frank described it: a miniature 
Guantanamo Bay. Two shipping containers with a 
padlocked barb wire fence. A prison built right next 
to the football oval in the centre of Yuendumu. Since 
it’s been built there has been one meeting in it and 
that is all. No workshops, no programs, no men 
staying the night. Little wonder its in public view, the 
door is locked and all it brings to mind is shame.

The frustrating thing is that the community has been 
asking for a men’s centre for years, and because of 
the Governments failure to consult this complex 
won’t be used, and the need for a men’s centre will 
remain. The police themselves commented upon 
seeing the ‘men’s shelter’ that if someone is staying 
in there they should be staying in the prison cells. 
The fact that the men in the community, including 
the man who runs the community night patrol, 

breaking up arguments before they escalate into 
anything else, were not consulted about the best 
location for the centre is reveals the Government’s 
attitude to community “development”. 

To top it all off, these same men’s shelters, have been 
built in 20 communities throughout the Territory. I’d 
hazard a guess but you can bet that they are probably 
not being used in any other communities either.

With the Intervention tour over we wander off to 
check out other parts of the community. Some of us 
visit the clinic, others take a visit to the Outback 

2  She went on maternity leave in March. 
Since then there has been no worker in spite of the 
fact that there is funding for the position until mid 2011. 
The first worker replaced was given a home with a 
leaky roof, a window that didn’t shut and was located 
in the CDEP compound, a compound that is locked 
each night. She did not feel safe and so left. Since then 
a house has been built (six months after the former 
worker told FACHSIA that she would be going on 
Maternity leave in March) and people interviewed but 
as of yet no one hired. Since then people have stopped 
reporting assaults having lost faith in the program and 
the Government commitments to it.

Store3, others visit Warlpiri media centre- the first 
community TV station in all of Australia. A group of 
us head up to Warlukurungu Arts and where some 
artists are at work and the office staff are filling 
out orders. With all the art there and all the stories 
of carpet bagging it’s good to hear that all the 
money from the sales of the art goes back into the 
community. 

Another group visit Mt Theo, a program set up 
by the community to deal with substance abuse 
problems amongst the kids. Part of their program 
involves a mechanics workshop where the youth of 
Yuendumu work on cars and buses learning how they 
work, as well as other youth development, training 
and mentoring programs. It’s a successful program 
reducing petrol sniffing 
in the community to next to nothing.  Visitors were 
shown a detailed plan for a bi-lingual culturally 
appropriate school program for high school kids, 
written in 1989 but not yet adopted. A town of 800, 
Yuendumu only has school classes to year 10 so those 
who want to continue on with higher education have 
to board in Alice, Darwin, Adelaide, Melbourne. 
There is apparently a plan by a NGO to build one 
Walpiri bi-lingual high school for Warlpiri students 
in Willowra, Lajamanu, Papunya, and Yuendumu, an 
area of some 2000 sq km,
servicing around 1500-2000 people.

After the arts centre we head back to the basketball 
court and vehicles, heading back to Mpartnwe - 
Alice Springs with the knowledge that Yuendumu 
is a strong community, resisting the Intervention 
every step of the way. A community that sees the 
Intervention as having brought nothing to it but 
frustration and anger. A community that knows what 
it’s capable of, and with some genuine collaboration 
and consultation could offer amazing opportunities 
for community growth.  It’s a shame the Government 
doesn’t see it that way. It’s a shame the only 
approach the Government has is paternalism. 

3  Outback Stores is an initiative set up 
in 2006 by the Indigenous Business Council. They 
state on their websites FAQ that Outback store is not 
compulsory for communities to sign up to however 
the only community stores that will receive funding in 
the future are Outback Stores. With the Intervention, 
the Outback Stores are the stores with the computer 
systems needed to implement the ‘basics card’ system.

the $200 000 fence photo: allan milnes
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YUENDUMU STATEMENT 

The following statement was handed with 
236 signatures to Jenny Macklin by former 
Yuendumu president Harry Nelson on 
Monday 27th October. 

‘We, the residents of Yuendumu, want you 
to listen to the following statement and take 
our message back to the Federal and NT 
Governments:

When John Howard and Mal Brough lost their 
seats, we were happy. But now you are doing 
the same thing to us, piggybacking Howard 
and Brough’s policies, and we feel upset, 
betrayed and disappointed.

We don’t want this intervention!

We talked to the Review board, and now 
the Government is not even listening to the 
report, and is keeping this intervention going 
almost unchanged. It is an insult to us.

This is our land. We want the Government to 
give it back to us. We want the Government 
to stop blackmailing us. We want houses, 
but we will not sign any leases over our land, 
because we want to keep control of our 
country, our houses, and our property.

We say NO to income management. We can 
look after our own money.

We want the Racial Discrimination Act 1975 
reinstated now, not in 12 months.

The Government Business Manager is 
useless, expensive, and we don’t need 
them. We want our community councils back 
instead. We want community control, not 
Shires. We don’t want more police, we don’t 
want more contractors, we don’t want more 
government people.

Everything is coming from the outside, from 
the top down. The government is abusing 
us with this intervention. We want to be 
re-empowered to make our own decisions 
and control our own affairs. We want self-
determination. We want support, funding 
and resources for things coming from our 
community, from the inside. 

Yuendumu has a lot of things to be proud of. 
Our community programs, like the Mt Theo 
program, the bilingual education program, 
Warlpiri media, the Old People’s program, 
Warlukurlunga arts centre, childcare, the 
youth program, should be supported, 
celebrated, and used as a model for other 
communities.

We want to keep our bilingual education 
program and use our own language to teach 
English, maths, and other things in schools.

We want you to give us respect and dignity, 
and stop telling lies about our people.

We want the Government to listen to us, talk 
with us, consult with us, and do things proper 
way.’



Mutiny Collective, Sydney

At war, in Iraq and elsewhere, we’ve seen 
the processes of capitalism brutally displace 
communities in a quest to open new 
markets and places for business to operate. 
Gentrification is a less brutal, more localised 
drive to similar ends. Mutiny is a collective 
that’s been around for about five years - as 
long as the occupation of Iraq. We began as 
an anti-war collective with a direct-action 
focus and an interest in exposing the agenda 
that corporations have in war. This link is 
important in how we view our progression 
from a purely anti-war collective. We also 
always said that we didn’t see the war as 
something that was happening to other 
people far away: we saw it as connected to 
our everyday lives and struggles here. 

Beginning late last year, we spent a long 
time reflecting on what it was that brought 
us together as a collective, what politics 
we shared, and what work would be most 
meaningful for our group to take on. ‘Mutiny’ 
had become something of a media and police 
scapegoat as ‘violent anarchists’, well beyond 
the real actions of our small collective. This 
reached a height during the APEC summit 
in Sydney, when most of us were put on the 
‘Excluded Persons List’ and banned from 
entering parts of the city.

This gave us a lot to think about, and it 
suggested that the small-scale direct-action 
stunts we’d done in the past weren’t a 
sustainable tactic for the future. We wanted 
to think about how to organise publicly in 
keeping with our politics, even when there 
was a strong possibility that we could be 
the target of unwanted attention. It also 
strengthened our commitment to one 
another and to organising on a long-term 
basis.

As we talked, a number of themes kept 
coming up. We wanted to move away from 
the cycles of activism, of hopping from 
protest to protest. We wanted to find work 
that was grounded in our neighbourhoods, 
and was relevant to our own lives: such as 
the issues around housing that many of us 
were facing along with much of Sydney. We 
wanted to find ways to work in meaningful 
solidarity with Indigenous people. We 
wanted to build relationships with other 
organisers, including people outside of our 
political traditions, by working together on 
something that affects us all.

The issues facing Redfern-Waterloo fitted 
with all of these concerns, and we decided 
to make a commitment to see what we could 
do for at least the next six months. The 
local watchdog group, REDwatch (Redfern 
Eveleigh Darlington Watch: http://www.
redwatch.org.au) has consistently put out 
up-to-date information about developments, 
and provides support and advice to people 
wanting to fight about particular issues. 

Squatter/artist collective Squatspace has 
run a number of ‘Tours of Beauty’ – speaking 
tours of the area, with local people giving 
information on the history of particular sites 
and the threats facing them. (Their website 
is http://www.squatspace.com/redfern/, 
& there’s a film made about the tours at 
http://www.engagemedia.org/Members/
SquatFest/videos/tourofbeauty.mp4/view.)

While it’s obvious that the ‘redevelopment’ 
is going to be bad news for most people, 
actually untangling the details and 
arguments from hundred-page ‘masterplans’ 
and puff-piece press releases is hard. 

Our first stage has been research: to give 
ourselves a better idea about what’s going 
on and who our enemies are and as part of 
preparing a pamphlet (which will be in the 
style of the ‘aren’t we just great’ brochures 
the Redfern Waterloo Authority delivers to 
our letterboxes every couple of months). 
This is some of what we’ve learnt.

The Redfern-Waterloo 
redevelopment

In late 2004, the NSW government formed 
the Redfern-Waterloo Authority (RWA). 
This body gave one minister, the Planning 
Minister- then Frank Sartor- the ability to 
pass any development in the area that was 
considered by him to be “state significant”. 
The minister can bypass Heritage guidelines 
and local councils. With recent changes 
to the NSW State Cabinet, Sartor has been 
replaced by Kristina Keneally. Under her lead 
so far there has been no sign of change to the 
basic functioning of the RWA.

The RWA’s existence was justified as part 
of a huge redevelopment plan that would 
‘revitalise the Redfern-Waterloo community’, 
fix social ills, and lift the area’s property 
prices. Leaked cabinet documents from 
November, 2004 revealed dreams of a 
business corridor from Chatwsood to the 
airport, and a proposal that Redfern should 
become a new North Sydney. (For those 
of you not from Sydney, North Sydney is a 
horrible transport hub of highrise office 
buildings and pricey apartments.)

Additionally, the government, represented 
by the RWA, claim that they have to 
sell publically owned land, housing & 
infrastructure to pay for parts of the 
redevelopment, such as for what Redfern 
station needs. That’s like saying that you 
have to sell Sydney Hospital to upgrade Town 
Hall station. They are refusing to pay for 
normal upgrades of public resources. Instead 
they are saying that an underprivileged area 
should pay for its own basic needs.

The RWA is about completely changing the 
economic and social character of Redfern-
Waterloo. Local history is Aboriginal and 
working class, of which many of us are 
proud. However, in order to become a key 
part of the CBD and a major commercial hub, 
common understandings of Redfern need 
to change-it needs to be more attractive to 
rich people. One way in which this is being 
done is through selling the area as a ‘newly 
discovered’ place for arts & culture-as if 
there was none here before a few swish 
venues were brought in.

The RWA’s plan also includes apartment and 
commercial buildings for the north Eveleigh 

railyards up to 16 stories high, destroying 
and overwhelming the existing buildings. 
The plan will bring in 2400 new residents. 
Between empty promises, it is hard to 
imagine that the proposed development 
will provide any affordable housing. 
The University of Sydney has a counter-
proposal for North Eveleigh, supported by 
the Mayor of Sydney, Clover Moore as the 
lesser evil. However, the university does 
not have a history of offering accessible 
student accommodation (Sydney University 
Village charges rent at market prices), 
while an influx of students into the area 
will contribute in general to rising rents 
and the overall displacement of existing 
communities and the enclosure of public 
space.

Public Housing

The cost of living, and housing in particular, 
has been a main factor in the gentrification 
of inner-Sydney, with working-class and 
less-privileged communities being forced to 
the suburbs. It is an issue that has not gone 
unnoticed. 

This makes public housing a touchy issue 
for governments who are increasingly 
ideologically opposed to the provision of 
any service, but who are worried about a 
community backlash should they be seen to 
be too willing to make cuts to public housing. 

The leaked NSW cabinet documents 
from 2004 showed that the government 
agenda for Redfern-Waterloo included the 
redevelopment of public housing. Sartor 
immediately denied any plans & said that 
all tenancies were safe. These assurances 
don’t mean much if we look at how the state 
has treated other public housing tenants 

around NSW. In Minto the government 
demolished 800 dwellings, affecting 4,000 
residents who were never allowed to return. 
After a two-year consultation process in 
Dubbo, public housing residents were told 
without any warning that their homes would 
be demolished. When the RWA talk about 
affordable housing they openly say that they 
mean middle income people, excluding the 
poor.

Possible changes to the availability of public 
housing also intersect with changes to how 
public housing is granted: people are now 
given only short-term contracts of 2 to 5 
years from the Department of Housing (10 
years for elderly). This situation will lead to 
greater turnover, a transient and unstable 
population. It will destroy the existing 
community & prevent new communities 
from forming.

The Block

The Block is the oldest continuous urban 
Aboriginal community in Australia. It is 
the first Aboriginal-owned housing project 
and remains one of only a few across the 
country. Legal ownership of the land was 
won back in the 1970s: the land is owned by 
the Aboriginal Housing Company. There is a 
clear strategy at play to isolate and wipe out 
the Block. 2004 cabinet papers say, “If the 
Block is not redeveloped, the commercial 
benefits flowing from the proposed 
infrastructure projects identified in the 
infrastructure plan will be undermined.” 

In March 2005, Ken Morrison, executive 
director of the Property Council of Australia 
said openly that ‘There is no way that 
Redfern is going to be that commercial mini-
centre with Aboriginal housing & the Block 
still in place. We need to sort that out before 
any private investors will be interested. 
Development proposals for the Block have 
been repeatedly rejected because the RWA, 
the Property Council of Australia and other 
private interests want to see Aboriginal 
people removed from the Block. While 
the Government is looking to dramatically 
increase housing density elsewhere & 
increase the overall population of the area, 
they don’t want to see more Aboriginal 
people living on Aboriginal land. 

In 2005 Sartor rejected a proposal, known as 
the Pemulway Project, from the Aboriginal 
Housing Company (AHC) which would 
build 62 new houses on the Block of which 
2/3 would be owner-occupied. The plan 
also includes a commercial component, 
with an indigenous business college, a 
market, a Block museum, a new gym and a 
redeveloped ‘Red Square’ across from the 
station. Due to Labor Party negotiations in 
the lead up to the 2008 Sydney City Council 
elections the RWA has now paid the $60,000 
development application fee for this project: 
no one seems to know what this means.

one of redferns redevelopment plans.

WAR & GENTRIFICATION:
MUTINY EVOLVES



(with lots of thanks to Brett Nielson, Ange 

Mitropoulos, Benjamin Rosenzweig)

“Considering borders only as systems of 
control facing the outside, oriented towards 
the international sphere, immigration 
and global flows, is to run the risk of not 
understanding the importance of borders in 
the governance and biopolitical composition 
of the nation’s interior.” 
http://www.migreurop.org/article913.html 

In August 2006, Masters of Accounting 
student Rajneesh Joga was murdered in his 
workplace, in his cab. Taxi drivers staged a 
sit-in at Flinders Street station and marched 
to Parliament. They secured a mass meeting 
held at Flemington Racecourse with the then 
Victorian transport Minister, Peter Batchelor, 
promising safety improvements including the 
introduction of safety screens. These promises 
came to nothing, and in the early hours of 
29th April 2008, Jalwinder Singh, a 23 year 
old international student was stabbed in his 
cab. The police, though they came to the scene 
to investigate his abandoned cab, which had 
slammed into a pole, did not find Jalwinder, 
who lay bleeding a hundred metres away. He 
was found by a passer-by hours later. 

In an immediate response to the attack on 
Jalwinder, on the 29th and 30th April 2008, 
hundreds of taxi drivers, mostly students, 
staged a protest outside Flinders Street 
station. Their numbers swelled to over 1000, 
though unlike the previous action, drivers 
were not allowed to use the radio dispatch 
system to organise the protest. The drivers 

were predominantly informed of the action 
via text message, passed amongst the 
night-time driver student networks. As with 
the previous action, drivers complained not 
only of violence from passengers, but racial 
harassment, and of police indifference to the 
complaints of migrants. 

In the months since the strike, there have 
been at least 21 incidents of hospitalisation 
of Indian international student cabbies. 8 of 
these have been stabbings. At least 15 of the 
student cabbies involved lost their jobs, no 
doubt more. There have been two separate 
multi-departmental raids on cabbies – the 
government calls them “safety blitzes”, and 
they involve the Department of Immigration 
and Citizenship, Centrelink and the Vic police, 
led by the Victorian Taxi Directorate. The 
retribution of the state government against 
driver activists has been swift.

The concentration of Indian international 
students in this dangerous and precarious 
employment should of itself cause people 
to question the common stereotype of the 
cashed up international student. 

Sergio Fiedler, project officer with the UNSW 
Student Guild, put it this way in a submission 
to a Senate Inquiry into Higher Education in 
1999. 

The status of international students within 
Australian society has been a polemical issue. 
The common stereotype is that they are from 
extremely wealthy backgrounds and therefore 
able to afford full fees in Australia. Coming 
from places that some consider part of the 

Third World, these students are certainly 
part of the elite or middle classes in their 
own countries. However, the international 
students’ experience in Australia is often one 
of discrimination and disadvantage in relation 
to their local counterparts. In this respect, 
the process of coming to Australia and 
becoming a student in a local University 
such as UNSW involves –as it mostly 
happens through immigration- a drastic 
and downward change in social position 
within society.(my emphasis) 

In other words, it is arguable that regardless 
of the class status of international students 
in their home country, their relationship 
to Australian border control mechanisms, 
namely, their lack of labour market mobility 
and effectively restricted political rights, 
means that their class position shifts 
significantly once they are subject to these 
controls: i.e from the moment they enter the 
country. 

The cabbies whose homes I have visited 
whilst helping out with the Victorian Taxi 
Drivers Association (VTDA) sleep, study, 
work in shifts. There might be one computer 
in the house, with many more students than 
beds, with drivers splitting cab shifts, and 
studying and eating around their work hours, 
whatever they may be. Taxi drivers who are 
not owners are not paid an hourly wage: they 
get a percentage off the meter – this used to 
be on average 50%. The VTDA is now seeing 
percentages as low as 42%, with the rest 
going to the owner. So when someone does 
a runner on a cabbie, they are taking money 
directly from the cabbie – this is why so many 
take the dangerous step of chasing runners, 
and risking serious injury. Its also why night 
time cabbies undertake their own forms of 
social and even racial profiling that are likely 
to discriminate against people who don’t fit 
the social profile of a cashed up person. 

“We do not just work in your 7-11s, we do 
not just work in your petrol stations, we 
do not just drive your cabs – we drive your 
economy” – from a protest speech at the 
cabbie strike 

The working reality of taxi drivers is only 
the most obvious example of the exploitative 
and dangerous labour markets in which 
international students are concentrated. 
International students are restricted by the 
conditions of their visa to working 20 hours 
per week during semester – this forces 
them into cash-in-hand work and gives their 
bosses the ultimate power of the threat of a 
report to the Department of Immigration to 
keep a lid on potential workplace militancy. 

It is a measure of the desperation felt by 
cabbies that they took the strike action they 
did regardless. The patrolling of the labour 
market by the Department of Immigration 
acts as a massive barrier to self-organisation 
within the industries international students 
find themselves in. One way to remove this 
barrier is to fight for the abolition of the 20 
hour work restriction for the more than 
400,000 international students currently 
studying in Australia.

Over recent weeks, the UNITE union has 
been running a campaign against 7-Eleven, 
after complaints from international student 
workers of systematic underpayment and 
cooking of the books to cover it up. In this 
campaign, UNITE has distinguished itself by 
being the first and only union organisation in 
the country to call for the abolition of the 20 
hour work restriction, and to campaign openly 
for full workplace rights for international 
students.

The left claims to support those incarcerated 
or abused by border protection schemes – 
yet we have historically said very little about 
the conditions under which students come 
into Australia. International student issues 
in regards to housing, racial violence, and 
worker exploitation are increasingly in the 
media. Yet our student welfare and education 
campaigns are often confined to whingeing 
about youth allowance, just months after a 
group of students (the cabbies) took to the 
streets asking their passengers to stop killing 
them at work. 

The taxi drivers and the 7-Eleven workers are 
only the beginning of a student movement 
that has nothing to do with an appeal to 
the “civilising” influence of a liberal arts 
education, or begging for a bigger slice of the 
welfare state pie, with all the mechanisms of 
social control that entails. They are the face 
of a an emergent movement organising in 
the spaces local student groups find too hard, 
and they often organise in languages that the 
student bureaucracy literally doesn’t speak. 
To quote Ange Mitropoulos:
“The Australian student movement is dead! 
Long live the global undercommons, may its 
defiances proliferate!”

For more on the taxi strike check out:
h t t p : / / a r c h i v e . b l o g s o m e .
com/2008/04/30/melbourne-taxi-
strike/  

To get involved in the 7-Eleven campaign, 
check out www.unite.org.au

Resisting Gentrification

The process of gentrification is something 
most of us have seen before, even if the 
pattern varies greatly. Yet, despite (or 
probably because of) the history, it is always 
seen as somehow inevitable. Redfern is 
certainly unique and that means there is no 
script to be followed in how gentrification 
here is resisted. One of the clearest aspects 
of what’s happening here is how open and 
pro-active the state government is being 
about forcing the issue. They have a clear 
strategy to make Redfern-Waterloo a haven 
of commerce for businesses and the rich that 
is close to the CBD. 

Researching the details of this plan and 
naming the enemy’ (although an entire 
article on Redfern without mentioning the 
problems of policing! - elephant in the room 
anyone?) has been a crucial first part of 
how we see our ability to contribute to this 
struggle in our local community. There are 
so many histories of struggle in our area and 
active community  groups  and organizers. 

For us, it’s a   priority to build bridges 
between us to fight the RWA, for genuinely 
affordable housing and for control of where 
we live. Having said that we do not want to 
(and could not) even attempt to come up 

with cover-all ‘answers’ to gentrification. 
That is also what is exciting for us. At this 
local level, gentrification so directly affects 
our lives that we are just one of a number of 
groups interested in confronting it. For all 

the problems that Redfern may have, there 
is clearly potential for a passionate and 
empowered community resistance. 

Beyond researching and distributing 
information, Mutiny really wants to meet up 
with people and groups that are interested in 
fighting against what’s going on in Redfern. 
We aren’t opposed to all change, just change 
that is forced upon people from above. We 
think those living in and with a real stake 
in the area should be the ones deciding 
what’s best. From both experience and 
what we believe politically (and we are still 
an anarchist collective), we see no use in 
turning to the State for solutions. 

The revoluTion will noT be 
Anglicised - inTernATionAl 
sTudenTs fighTing for 
workplAce righTs.

by Liz Thompson



Kathy Whitta
Friends of the Earth,
 Adelaide

The September sun has begun to bite 
as we stand looking out over the Frome 
embayment, an area stark and stunning 
in the mid afternoon light.  Just over 
the horizon lies the Beverley uranium 
mine operated by Heathgate Resources, 
a subsidiary of US nuclear giant General 
Atomics.  Shading his eyes, Uncle Ronnie 
Coulthard tells an assembled group of 
activists the story of a hunter who ate bad 
kangaroo meat and vomited it down into 
a deep hole.  This is the Adnyamathana 
story of the origin of the Beverley uranium 
deposit.  Over the years the Adnyamathana 
community has born the brunt as this bad 
meat has been brought to the surface; 
they have been intimidated, divided and 
exploited by powerful offshore business 
interests.   And with the recent approval 
of an over six fold expansion of the area of 
the Beverley mine lease, and the possibility 
that the Beverley Four Mile deposit may 
also be mined, this story of cultural and 
environmental exploitation is set to 
continue.   

On August 28 this year former anti-
nuclear campaigner, and current Federal 
Environment Minister, Peter Garrett 

approved the expansion of the Beverley 
uranium mine with no changes to the 
lax environmental standards of the past.  
Heathgate Resources will be able to 
continue using the polluting acid in-situ 
leach (ISL) mining method, dumping acid, 
radioactive particles and heavy metals 
in to groundwater with no requirement 
for remediation.  Minister Garrett 
could have stipulated that Heathgate 
Resources remediate the groundwater at 
the completion of mining, as is standard 
practice in North America and most of 
Europe.  This is an inexcusable decision in 
light of record industry profits.

Acid ISL mining involves pumping acid 
down into an aquifer to dissolve the 
uranium ore and then pumping the 
solution back to the surface.  The uranium 
is separated at the surface and then the 
liquid waste is dumped into groundwater.  
The acid ISL method is not used in the 

US, the less polluting but more expensive 
alkaline ISL method is used.  However the 

Australian government seems to think it is 
perfectly acceptable for a US company to 
use the acid method here.  Australia thus 
continues to be a victim ofcolonialism, 
local people are exploited and local 
environments are sacrificed for the profit 
of offshore companies.  The US may not 
bean occupying power but we are certainly 
economically colonised by our powerful 
‘ally”  

Acid and alkaline ISL mining have a track 
record of groundwater contamination 
across the world and attempts to 
rehabilitate this water have been largely 
unsuccessful.  And despite claims by 
Minister Garrett of ‘world’s best practice’ at 
Beverley in terms of liquid waste disposal1, 
the SA Department of Primary Industries 
and Resources has recorded 59 spills at 
the mine from 1998 to 20072.  A Senate 
committee in 2002 found that operations 
at Beverley displayed “a pattern 

of underperformance and non-compliance” 
with “many gaps in knowledge 

and an absence of reliable data on which 
to measure the extent of contamination 
or its impact on the environment’3.  Is this 
really the kind of outfit we want expanding 
operations in this country?

For the small group of activists and 
Adnyamathana elders gathered on a warm 
afternoon in September 2008 memories 
of the events of May 2000 are still very 
vivid.   On this occasion STAR force officers 
unleashed extreme violence on protestors 
at the gates of Beverley.  An 11 year old 
Adnyamathana girl was sprayed with 
capsicum spray, protestors were beaten 
and held in a shipping container in 40 
degree heat, and a Channel 7 news camera 
man was arrested in an attempt by police 
to confiscate his footage.  Such are the 
methods used in this country to protect 
foreign business interests.  Friends of 
the Earth Adelaide thus calls for respect 
for culture and country, and an end to 
the exploitation and environmental 
degradation inflicted by the uranium 
industry in Australia, and all over the 
world.  

Media Release, ‘Beverley Uranium Mine Expansion’, 28 1.	
August 2008, the Hon Peter Garrett MP, http://www.
environment.gov.au/minister/garrett/2008/pubs/
mr20080828.pdf, viewed 29 September 2008.

Department of Primary Industries and Resources, 2.	
http://www.pir.sa.gov.au/minerals/mining_
regulation/mineral_resource_development_in_south_
australia/beverley, viewed 29 September 2008-09-29

Senate Committee, ;Regulating the Ranger, Jabiluka, 3.	
Beverley and Honeymoon uranium mines’, 2003, 
www.aph.gov.au/senate/committee/ecita_
ctte/completed_inquiries/2002-04/uranium/
report/index.htm, viewed 29 September 

Expansion and Exploitation: 
the Beverley Uranium Mine 
Grows

Nuclear Territory
Exploration and Mining

Australia has three currently operating uranium 
mines, Beverly and Olympic Dam in S.A., and 
Ranger in the N.T. However with the overturning 
of the ALP’s no new mines policy comes a push 
for new uranium projects all over the country, and 
especially in the Territory. 

Between January 2007 and April 2008, 386 
exploration licenses were granted by the Northern 
Territory Government. 193 of these were to 
companies with a specifically cited interest in 
mining uranium. The NT Government committed 
$14.4 million over 4 years (2007-2011) to assist 
explorers to make the next major mineral and 
petroleum discovery. Exploration companies 
are entitled to apply for 50%, or up to $100,000 
of costs for drilling and geographical surveys 
to boost activity in under explored regions. The 
2008 Budget listed $700,000 for implementing 
new strategies to increase access for mineral and 
energy exploration on Aboriginal land. It also 
put aside $560,000 to promote exploration and 
mining investment opportunities in the Territory, 
including $310,000 for an ‘Orestruck’ marketing 
campaign (see www.orestruck.nt.gov.au). 

The Government has also made changes to Native 
Title Act to streamline grants for exploration 
licenses, and amended the Land Rights Act to 
streamline access to freehold land for uranium 
exploration and allow greater government 
involvement in the process.

Upcoming uranium projects…

Angela Pamela

The NT Government granted an exploration 
license to Cameco/Paladin on October 3 to look for 
uranium at the Angela and Pamela deposits, 25km 
from Alice Springs. The proposed site is within 
the Alice Springs water catchment boundary, 
10km from the proposed new Rocky Hill borefield, 
and 15km from the existing borefield. The area 
is prone to dust storms. There is strong public 
opposition to this project, which has been ignored 
by the NT Government. 

Nolan’s Bore

Arafura Resources has applied for a mining license 
for Nolan’s Bore, 135km NW of Alice Springs near 
Alyuen community, making it the most advanced 
uranium project in the NT. A rare earth mine with 
uranium and thorium elements is proposed. The 
mine proposes to use 1/3 of the rainfall of the 
Western Ti Tree catchment district. It will produce 
significant amounts of radioactive thorium and 
other waste, and proposes to build a plant for 
processing this either in at Middle Am, Darwin 
Harbour, or in South Australia with thorium to 
then be transported back to the mine site. The 
Minister has allowed Arafura to proceed with an 
assessment of the mine before seeking approvals 
for the mill, and without providing details of the 
transport requirements or precise volumes of 
radioactive waste to be dumped back on the site.

Napperby, NT 

Napperby is located 150km NW of Alice Springs, 
near Tilmouth. Toro Energy has taken over 
the project from Deep Yellow and is currently 
undertaking exploration to assess the viability of 
mining.

Bigrlyi

Energy Metals is currently exploring this site near 
Yuendumu, 390km NW of Alice Springs, despite 
strong opposition from Traditional Owners. 
The site lies beneath the Pikilyi Springs area, a 
collection of 13 springs that are a rare permanent 
water source of particular cultural significance to 
Warlpiri people.

Transport Plans

As part of the expansion of the Olympic Dam 
uranium mine, BHP Billiton plans to vastly 

increase  transport of uranium oxide and 
uranium bearing copper concentrate via the 
Adelaide to Darwin rail line to Darwin Harbour. 
An Environmental Impact Statement is being 
prepared by BHP, and a separate study of the 
NT transport option has been opened for public 
comment. NT Environment Minister Alison 
Anderson listed the transport of radioactive 
materials close to residential areas and the 
possibility of radioactive dust particles in the air as 
“issues of concern”.

Rum Jungle

The site of the NT’s first uranium mine. Compass 
have been granted interim approval for a small 
oxide mine at Browns Cut, allowing them to build a 
processing plant which will be suitable to process 
uranium ore from nearby uranium deposits. They 
are also seeking approval for a tailings dump for 
the project, which they have previously admitted 
they could use to store radioactive tailings from 
uranium mining.

Nuclear Waste Dump Update

The Rudd Government made a clear election 
promise to repeal the Commonwealth Radioactive 
Wast Management Act, which overrides NT laws 
prohibiting the transport and storage of nuclear 
waste, and Land Rights Act procedures requiring 
informed consent from all affected people and 
groups. Under the amended process, Muckaty, 
120km north of Tennant Creek, was nominated 
by the Northern Land Council in 2006 for a dump 
despite strong public opposition from numerous 
Traditional Owners, environment and health 
groups. Other nominated sites include Mt Everard, 
40km NW of Alice Springs, Harts Range 165km NE, 

and Fishers Ridge 42km SE Katherine.

Greens Senator Scott Ludlam has proposed a 
repeal bill of the Act, after almost a year of Labor 
inaction on the issue. This has led to a Senate 
inquiry, with submissions due by October 31. 
Public hearings with the Senate Committee will 
be held in mid-November, with the final report 
due in early December. Minister Ferguson’s 
comments indicate the ALP may follow through 
with the repeal- but are likely to have replacement 
legislation ready to go when this eventually 
happens.

Meanwhile, the Australian Nuclear Science and 
Technology Organisation (ANSTO) has applied to 
the government for permission to build a nuclear 
waste facility on its site near Lucas Heights in 
Sydney. It said the facility would be used to store 
waste which is already on site in many different 
locations, and is needed to allow the removal of a 
security fence to prepare for the decommissioning 
of an old reactor. However, there are media reports 
that ANSTO blamed the need for a site on the delay 
in building a Federal nuclear dump. Environment 
groups say that these plans mean there is no need 
to rush ahead with the proposal for a dump in the 
NT. 

ANSTO’s application states the planned new 
facility will ‘enable appropriate storage, 
monitoring and inspection’.

“It seems logical that these ongoing operations 
should occur close to the site of production, where 
most of Australia’s nuclear trained scientists are 
located”, said Nat Wasley, Beyond Nuclear Iniative 
campaigner in Alice Springs.

“Why truck waste thousands of kilometres when 
the majority of the waste earmarked for the NT 
dump is produced by ANSTO at Lucas Heights?”
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  TENDER RANTINGS 
OF AN INVETERATE 
RATBAG – MUSINGS 
FROM TASMANIA’S 
REMNANT 
WILDLANDS
     In a world where commodification extends 
even to the heart of wilderness, that most 
intangible of concepts, the ability to connect 
with nature appears ever more distant. 
Armed with delusion, we feebly grasp 
towards nature, hoping, like a dominating 
partner who has realised his mistake, that 
our spurned lover will once again take us by 
the hand.

   I could never argue that the selling of 
Peter Dombrovskis Rock Island Bend to 
the Australian public was in any way 
a negative act.1 The work done by that 
one image demonstrated the power of 
projecting nature’s power and tenderness 
into the wider world. Likewise, the work 
of contemporary Tasmanian wilderness 
photographers such as Geoffrey Lea, Grant 
Rock and Rob Blakers has revealed to many 
the two sides of the Tasmanian coin, and, 
indeed, the subtle and complex shades which 
exist between – that is, if people care to look 
for them.

   I often pity, though, those busloads of 
tourists treading the well-worn and taxpayer 
funded road to Forestry Tasmania’s latter day 
version of the Berlin Olympics; the Tahune 
Airwalk.  From the bus windows people can 
view the clearfells and their pyres of burnt 
life peaking through and over the ‘landscape 
managed’ visual buffer; not quite as visible 
as a triumphant Jesse Owens, but powerful 
nonetheless. 

The Airwalk is a monument to the packaging 
of the wild, accompanied by a broken 
record with only three words – ‘world’s best 
practice.’ A token raise of the chin to the 
Melukerdee people, in the form of a plaque 
and an Indigenous flag, is the ultimate in 
disingenuity; only kilometres away, Forestry 
Tasmania refuses to protect the forest 
adjacent to caves containing some of the 
world’s most ancient art, or to

1 Peter Dombrovskis Rock Island Bend was the 
postcard photo image of the successful Save the 
Franklin campaign.

encourage their protection in the 
neighbouring World Heritage Area.  

What kind of society requires the 
construction of an elevated metal cage 
as a pre-requisite to experience nature? 
I’d venture that all the Huon pine fittings 
and pioneering folklore in the world can’t 
compensate for the fact that, at $18 an 
adult, I would feel at best slightly fleeced 
in being sold a sanitised wild. I’m sure that 
if I realised that my $18 was being used to 
build roads into the pristine rainforests of 
the Lower Weld,  hidden behind locked gates 
a couple of kilometres down the road, I’d be 
calling Today Tonight with an expose about 
the tourism experience from hell.

How many of us search in vain for that 
moment when nature is something we are, 
not something we pretend to be a part of? 
Walking through wild, wild places, I am 
acutely aware of how real it is, and how much 
of an intruder I am. I can’t pretend that I have 
broken this curse, but a few moments of late 
have been as close as I’ve ever come.

Occasionally, a person has that rarest of 
experiences - an interaction with the natural 
world that feels like it was designed just for 
you. This can occur in the most mundane 
of places; a couple of straggly native shrubs 
blooming in an abandoned urban block, for 
example, or the first time witnessing the 
snap of a trigger plant. 

Fifty metres up in the crown of an ancient 
and stately ash, with the snow capped 
dolerite crags that ring the Upper Florentine 
valley providing significant atmosphere, I 
was privy to a sight that amazed me, though 
I was certain that it was mundane to the 
strong-billed honeyeaters that were busy 
showering me with bark chips. 

   In the join of a branch that had the form of 
its trunk partner – solid, ailing, yet destined 
to stand for many more years, was a micro 
scale ecosystem. Situated among some 
nutrient providing detritus, with a bed of 
sphagnum moss and a couple of minaturised 
tree-like lichens for company, stood a 30 
centimetre high tea-tree. The tea tree, a 
common Leptospermum lanigerum, looked 
perfectly content with its role in life. 

   Would I be equally happy with a community 
that provides everything I need in the fashion 
of this tea tree and its companions? The 
somewhat cramped, lonely, wet and cold 

conditions notwithstanding, I imagined that 
a food source, a spectacular view, sufficient 
water, a few permanent companions and 
a varied stream of interesting visitors 
should be enough (if these conditions sound 
like something you could get used to I’d 
recommend spending some time at a forest 
blockade).  

 A few weeks subsequent to this, I spent 
a mist-shrouded day in the place that has 
been alternately and concurrently my home, 
church, workplace, and playground for the 
last half decade. Often-times my trips to the 
Weld Valley involve an imagined 
funereal shroud that complement the mists 
that blow across its dramatic and breathing 
landscape. This day, however, was different. 

Staring across the valley, I sat transfixed for 
hours as the sun broke through the clouds 
and swathes of mist responded to its touch. 
As sunlight warmed the mist and the air 
above it, small asymmetrical spheres broke 
off and floated skyward, 
dispersing in thin strings and creating 
symbols in the sky unreadable to the 
civilised. Mist streamed off of a ridge in 
seemingly endless volumes, resembling the 
rolling movements of a volcano’s plume 
caught in time lapse. 

As the clouds again covered the sun and 
dark clouds loomed to the north east, I left, 
making it a few hundred paces before being 
halted again by the spectacle of a snow 
covered Snowy South – the mountain plateau 
that dominates and delineates the northern 
side of the Lower Weld.

For this day, the carnage of civilisation’s 
encroachment on this ancient place, and 
the pain I and many others have borne 
from being witness to it, was obscured by 
emotions much more powerful. Instead of 
tears, anger, and impotency, there is only 
hope, determination, love, and above all, 
gratitude. Gratitude most of all to this place 
for providing me with real feeling, real 
emotion; running the gamut from true hate 
to perfected love; and real purpose, real life. 
So often our privilege as a society destroys 
us with false choice, built expectation, and 
removal of the tools to build communities 
and relationships. For me, a landscape, a 
place, has restored those tools, and provided 
people and nature to share them with.

It would be simplistic and misleading of me 
to pretend that one beautiful, unique day, or 

a connection to one, beautiful, unique place 
can easily provide all answers to lost souls or 
lost lives – the petrol burned to get there and 
the broken people that litter the unwritten 
histories of valleys like the Weld, or anyone 
of a thousand places like it, evince this. But 
to feel 
connected and free for a few seconds, 
minutes, or hours is a rare thing, and should 
be treasured, remembered, and carried 
throughout our existence.

These experiences, as well as providing 
connection and purpose, can be used 
as weapons and shields in moments of 
necessity. The 
destruction of a place that means much is 
never easy to bear, but it 
must be remembered when the next 
is threatened. This summer of 2008-2009 is 
a time when these sources of strength will be 
much needed. 

Destruction of Tasmania’s ancient Southern 
Forests is continuing apace. The final refuges 
of wild tall forest, in valleys such as the 
Weld and Upper Florentine, are threatened 
now. A bridge over the Weld River and a 
scar into the heart of the Upper Florentine 
are planned. If these projects succeed, the 
values of the last extant, unprotected tall 
eucalypt forests of Southern Tasmania will be 
degraded and destroyed. 

The Camp Florentine blockade, fast closing 
on the Weld Ark record as Tasmania’s longest 
running forest blockade, needs you. So does 
the North Weld. And the Picton. The Arve. 
The Styx. and the Counsel. Come and find 
yourself a forest; they’ll definitely give you 
something back.

I hope to see you there soon. 

www.huon.org
www.stillwildstillthreatened.org

Warrick Jordan

Warrick is a student, activist, aspiring 
yeoman, and Convenor of Environment 
Tasmania, Tasmania’s conservation council.
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The Dirt on Clean Coal

a photo of the la trobe valley. 

Read about ‘clean coal’ in the papers but don’t 
quite believe it? Excellent. That means you still 
have a mind of your own. Christ knows how you 
kept it from being confiscated during high school, 
but I’m glad you did. I’m trying to get to the bottom 
of this ‘clean coal’ business, and I could use the 
help of someone who still has a healthy distrust 
of what she hears in the media. So sit back, roll up 
your sleuth’s sleeves and read on. 

Let’s begin with the Federal and Victorian 
governments’ pledge of $150 million toward a 
‘clean coal’ plant in the Latrobe Valley. According 
to a July 2008 media release from Victorian Energy 
and Resources Minister Peter Bachelor, the plant, a 
joint venture between HRL and Chinese company 
Harbin, will feature technology that can ‘reduce 
emissions of CO2 from brown coal-fired power 
generation by 30 percent’ compared to current 
Latrobe Valley power plants.

But it turns out that current Latrobe Valley plants 
burn brown coal, which has a high moisture 
content and produces more greenhouse gases. 
Reducing emissions of a brown coal power plant 
by 30 percent means it will emit the same as a 
black coal power plant in NSW or Queensland. The 
proposed HRL plant will spew out an estimated 
2.5 millions tonnes of carbon dioxide annually. Not 
exactly the ‘clean coal’ Mr Bachelor spruiked in his 
soundbites.

Dig a little deeper and we discover that the 
government has known all along 
that the proposed HRL plant will be no better for 
the environment. A 2004 report to the Victorian 
Department of Sustainability and Environment, 
titled The Greenhouse Challenge for Energy, states 
that the emissions intensity of any plant using 
Integrated Drying Gasification Combined Cycle 
technology, the same as in the proposed HRL plant, 
would be ‘not materially lower than that of current 
technology black coal generation’. 

Not only is the proposed HRL plant no better than 
its black coal brethren, it doesn’t even fit within 
the definition of ‘clean coal’. When scientists use 
the phrase ‘clean coal’, they’re usually talking 
about achieving near-zero emissions, which is only 
possible through carbon 

capture and storage (sometimes referred to as 
carbon sequestration, and always abbreviated 
CCS). According to the International Energy 
Agency, CCS involves three distinct processes: 
capturing carbon dioxide from gas streams emitted 
during electricity production; transporting the 
carbon dioxide by pipeline or in tankers; and 
storing the carbon dioxide underground in deep 
saline aquifers, depleted oil and gas reserves or 
unmineable coal seams.

When it’s built, the proposed HRL plant will 
perform none of those processes. In fact, no plants 
in Australia currently perform those processes, 
and none will do so for several decades, because 
the science is still at the hypothetical stage. CCS 
technology won’t be introduced on a commercial 
scale until at least 2020, and even then the costs 
will be prohibitive. Mr Bachelor might have 
the funds to construct a ‘clean coal’ plant, but 
he doesn’t have the facts to build a ‘clean coal’ 
argument. 

In fact, less than a handful of engineering projects 
on the planet can hazard a ‘clean coal’ claim. Of 
these, only one has a proven record of capturing 
carbon dioxide at the source and storing it 
underground on site for more than a decade. As a 
result, this plant has become a paragon for every 
paper written on carbon 

by Greg Foyster



dioxide storage and a pinup for coal lobbyists 
worldwide. Strangely enough, the poster boy of 
‘clean coal’ burns gas.

The Sleipner gas platform is a lattice of 
interconnected pipes located off the Norwegian 
coast. Operated by Norway’s largest company, 
Statoil Hydro, the plant has been sweeping its 
emissions under the seabed since 1996. Every 
year it injects one million tonnes of carbon dioxide 
1,000 metres below the ocean floor into a massive 
saline aquifer, where the company says the gases 
will stay safely locked away for more than 10,000 
years. 

But one million tonnes is a tiny speck compared to 
the 2.5 gigatonnes (Gt) of carbon that coal plants 
pump into the atmosphere each year. We’d need 
9,000 Sleipners to sequester our global annual 
emissions from coal. And that’s working on the 
naïve assumption that those 9,000 plants are 
as scrupulous as Sleipner. One other commonly 
cited CCS project actually contributes to global 
warming.

The Weyburn-Midale CO2 Project in 
Saskatchewan, Canada, is probably the world’s 
largest, and definitely the world’s most damaging, 
carbon dioxide storage undertaking. Greenhouse 
gases are captured at a power plant in North 
Dakota, pumped 200 miles by pipeline, and then 
injected into the partially depleted Weyburn and 
Midale oil fields. In a statement to an April 2007 
US senate hearing on clean coal technology, Jeffery 
Phillips, a program manager for the Electric Power 
Research Institute in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
claimed that over its lifetime the Weyburn-Midale 
project will store an estimated 20 million metric 
tonnes of carbon dioxide. But he also let slip that 
the carbon dioxide is being used for something 
called enhanced oil recovery, or EOR.

EOR involves injecting carbon dioxide into a 
dried up oil reservoir. The gas swells the oil, 
making it less viscous. This fluid substance 
rises to nearby wells, prolonging the oil field’s 
productive life. Mr Phillips boasted that thanks 
to EOR, the Weyburn-Midale CO2 Project would 
produce an additional 130 million barrels of oil. 

The US Environmental Protection Agency’s online 
calculator equates that to almost 56 million metric 
tonnes of carbon dioxide – more than double the 
amount saved through sequestration.

And that’s just the beginning. ‘Next generation’ 
processes could ‘boost US technically recoverable 
oil resources by 160 billion barrels’ suggested 
Mr Phillips in his statement. That would result 
in a cataclysmic quantity of carbon released 
into the atmosphere. Yet even more terrifying 
is Mr Phillips’ inability to see a conflict in this 
approach to emissions abatement. The inherent 
contradiction in sequestering carbon to produce 
oil has not even occurred to him. Worse, CCS 
will be modelled on EOR operations, so all the 
technical know-how to capture and store carbon 
dioxide is in the hands of oil companies, and Mr 
Phillips’ self-defeating proposal could conceivably 
come to pass. 

Fortunately, Australia does not have a history of 
EOR. Most of the carbon dioxide from our plants 
will be stored in saline aquifers. But we do have 
a history of opportunists like Mr Phillips – men 
who’ll judge an environmental policy by its 
potential to generate profit rather than its capacity 
to reduce emissions. Since being set up in 2004, 
the Federal Government’s $500 million Low 
Emissions Demonstration Fund has been divvied 
up into six projects. Four of these have involved 
‘clean coal’ research. The proposed HRL plant, for 
example, has been promised $100 million from 
this fund, as well as $50 million from a similar 
Victorian Government scheme.

Our parliamentarians will stop at nothing to 
prove CCS works because they’re signatories to a 
subterranean slush fund. Most Australian states 
straddle bank-vaults of black coal, known as 
bituminous or anthracite coal, and Victoria has 
enough brown coal, or lignite, to 
power Melburnians’ big-screen lifestyles for 
the next 500 years. As Louise Morris, a climate 

campaigner with Friends of the Earth explains, our 
politicians ‘have vested interest in propping up the 
coal industry because we’ve got an export market.’ 
The advent of CCS technology 
will increase global demand for coal, benefiting 
countries that have abundant reserves, such as 
Australia and the US. 

Although CCS might make us billions in the future, 
right now we can’t afford it. In his speech to the US 
senate, Mr Phillips complained that capturing the 
majority of emissions from the average coal-fired 
plant would ‘increase the cost of power by up to 
80 percent’. This could be cut to only 10 percent 
through substantial investment in research and 
development, but Mr Phillips felt this wouldn’t 
happen until well beyond 2025. In the meantime, 
the coal industry is erecting the same old dirty 
plants, wagering that they can be made clean later.

To make CCS viable in the short term, a high price 
must be set on greenhouse emissions. Capturing 
and storing carbon dioxide has to be made 
cheaper than dumping it into the atmosphere. 
The MIT Future of Coal Report pegs this price at 
US$30 per tonne of carbon dioxide sent skyward. 
The Australian Government green paper proposes 
AU$20 a tonne, a figure probably too low to 
stimulate investment in the technology.

So far, we’ve learnt that the science behind ‘clean 
coal’ is based on a handful of projects, that these 
projects are hopelessly inadequate to address 
the scale of the climate crisis, that the technology 
has dubious links to the oil industry, and that 
commercial viability is decades away and too 
expensive. With all these deterrents, why have 
governments, and even noted environmentalists 
such as 2007 Australian of the Year, Tim Flannery, 
found ‘clean coal’ so appealing?

One reason is that ‘clean coal’ ticks all the 
bureaucrats’ boxes. The Victorian Government 
2004 Greenhouse Challenge for Energy Position 
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Paper states that ‘To achieve its objectives [of 
reducing emissions], the Government will pursue 
policies which…ensure the Latrobe Valley’s long-
term future.’ In other words, any green energy 
solution must integrate coal. The proposed HRL 
plant is being backed not because it’s the cheapest 
or best option, but 
because it capitalises on the state’s copious coal 
reserves.

Another reason is that many environmentalists 
see ‘clean coal’ as a necessary evil. They believe 
coal-fired power is so prevalent, and China and 
India so reliant on it for economic growth, that we 
can never abandon it completely – our only hope 
is to minimise its bad effects. Tim Flannery is one 
such environmentalist. In his essay Now or Never: 
A Sustainable Future for Australia, Flannery writes 
‘the world, and China in particular, has gone so far 
down the road of using coal as an energy source 
that we have little choice but to pursue a solution 
that involves it’.

Flannery advocates transferring CCS technology 
to Third World countries through a ‘Global 
Development Mechanism’, where polluters 
in industrialised nations ‘pay for emissions 
abatement in places such as China if that is more 
cost-effective than reducing pollution themselves’. 
Other commentators have suggested sharing the 
technology through global intellectual property 
agreements. Both proposals are chimeras 
completely at odds with the self-serving nature of 
international negotiations. No country will invest 
billions in ‘clean coal’ research only to hand its 
hard-won breakthrough to the competition.

The reality is that CCS is at best a transitional 
technology, at worst a dangerous diversion of 
precious time and money. CCS won’t change the 
amount of carbon we release, only where we store 
it. Instead of pumping carbon dioxide into the sky, 
we’ll be burying it underground. To neutralise 
global warming, we need to stop burning 
fossil fuels in the first place, and that entails a 
worldwide shift toward renewable energy. ‘Clean 
coal’ is nothing more than a polluting industry’s 
attempt to remain relevant in an eco-conscious 
age. Unfortunately, because the term is parroted 
daily in the papers, people are starting to believe 
it.

This artilcle appears as the Environment column 
in Voiceworks issue #75.
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Indigenous Solidarity 
Gathering
From the 23rd-26th of October an Indigenous sol-
idarity gathering took place at Ceres and Trades 
Hall in Melbourne. The conference was organised 
by Latin America Solidarity Network (LASNET) 
and saw Indigenous Activists from Boliva, Chile, 
Cuba, West Papua, PNG, Colombia, Aoteroa (New 
Zealand) and Australia, as well as support gather 
and share stories and experiences. All up there 
was over 30 speakers and close to 400 people 
who attended over the course of the weekend. 

The conference begun on the Thursday night with 
an official opening and lighting of the sacred fire 
at the Namalat William centre in Ceres. Surround-
ed by gum trees the crowd of the hundred were 
welcomed onto the country by traditional Wu-
rundjeri  owner Dootcha before Robbie Thorpe lit 
the fire. 

After the fire lighting and the smoking there were 
introductions from the International guests from 
South America and Papua New Guinea and from 
Barbara Shaw, an Aboriginal Woman from Mount 
Nancy Proscribed Area Alice Springs who had 

travelled down to talk about the NT Intervention. 
Barbara’s introduction was a  particularly heart 
breaking one given the news that earlier Jenny 
Macklin had announced that the Intervention 
would stay as it is and the Racial Discrimination 
Act 1975 in 12 months time when the Interven-
tion would comply with it. For the reinstatement 
of the RDA was a major demand and campaign 
focus since the Intervention was announced.

The rounds of introductions finished Shiralee 
Hood then gave a talk illustrating with a stick in 
the sand the time of colonialisation versus the 
time that Aboriginals having been living in this 
continent. The line of colonialisation was but a 
dot to the 60 000+ line that this land has been 
occupied. It was a perfect illustration and fitting 
touch to the evening.

The next day a bus of people from the NT drove 
out to Jenny Macklin’s office to hand her a state-
ment about her response to the review. After the 
statement was handed to Macklin’s office staff 
the buses drove back to the Victorian Trades Hall 
where the nights public forum was taking place. 
Here a crowd of hundred heard many tearful 
stories.

Jethro from Engala provience in Papua New 
Guinea spoke of the 59 deaths that had happened 
since 1989 when the P gold mine was constructed 
in his provience. These deaths were at the hand of 
the security firm hired by Barrick Gold. Jethro also 
spoke of his recent trip with Uncle Chappy to New 
York to talk at the UN’s permanent forum on In-
digenous people. The trip also involved the pair of 
them, along with supporters, travelling to Canada 
to talk at Barrick Golds AGM. Jethro also talked 
of a recent attack that left him with a broken arm 
and meant a lengthy stay in Australia whilst it gets 
fixed. An attack that he believed was ordered by 
someone involved with Barrick Gold.

Donny  spoke of life back in West Papua. One of 
the 43 refugees that arrived in Australia in early 
2006 Donny talked of the pressure and threats 
he faced at school as an Indigenous West Papuan, 
pressures which meant he could never complete 
his study. This pressure led Donny to join the stu-
dent movement and as result saw him travel over 
to Australia. Illustrating the point of the pressure 
the Indonesian authorities place on West Papuans 
Donny told the crowd about a free West Papua 
march that took place in august in which a young 
man was shot by Indonesian authorities. It was a 
recollection that had many in tears.

On Saturday the forum moved back to CERES 
and begun with the news that Lex Wotton had 
been found guilty the previous night. The 150 
people gathered heard of plans for appealing the 
decision, a date for sentencing being Friday 7th 
November in Townsville and talk of monetary 
support for Lex so he’s family can come and visit 
him and he can continue on with the fight.

After lunch the group splits into workshops. Some 
attend a workshop on Miltarism and Repression 
where they learn of Australia’s support for the 
Indonesian occupation of West Papua through aid 



SURVEILLANCE, 
IDENTITY 

AND SOCIAL 
CONTROL.

On the 7th of September Acting Premier 
of South Australia Kevin Foley released 
a statement to the press declaring that 
the Asia Pacific Defence and Security 
Exhibition, scheduled to be held in 
Adelaide over Remembrance Day this 
November, was being cancelled1. His 
reasons for this were not the gross 
insensitivity of the Expo being held at 
the very time when we customarily 
remember the horrors of warfare, nor 
were they from shame at the motives 
of those who see violence as a means 
of profit making. Instead, engaging in 
near hyperbolic hypocrisy, Mr. Foley 
proclaimed that the Arms Fair was being 
cancelled because of the ‘feral anarchists 
that would be descending on Adelaide’ if it 
went ahead. In consultations between the 
event organisers, the state government 
and the South Australian Police, it was 
determined that the likelihood of violent 
protests at the event would strain the 
resources of the state too greatly. In 
this same statement Mr. Foley childishly 
struck out at those ‘feral, low-life people’ 
who had indicated their willingness to 
travel interstate to stop APSDE from 
happening.

One group which has merited special 
mention whenever violent protests are 
being declaimed, is Mutiny - a collective 
of Sydney anarchists and autonomists 
who have been especially vocal on anti-
war issues over the past few years. 
Interesting then that in the same week 
as the organisers of the arms fair were 
biting their fingernails about their 
precious war-baby, the Sydney Morning 
Herald was able to obtain the list of 
Excluded Persons compiled by the NSW 
Police in the lead up to APEC last year, 
which documented 61 activists and 
protestors who were to be arrested if 
they were found within proscribed public 
areas during the summit. The document, 
available in PDF form from http://www.
smh.com.au/articles/2008/09/05/122
0121526743.html, covers an extensive 
rollcall of who’s who in Direct Action 
these days, giving specific detail on 61 
unnamed figures, including their history 
of political action, allegiances to organised 
groups, past convictions and even their 
ideologies. As a result of this each person 
receives a Police Assessment on their 
liability for public safety and willingness 
to engage in Direct Action forms of 
protest. Many groups were covered in 
this list, including all those involved in 
the G20 court case here in Melbourne, 
members of Greenpeace (hardly the most 
dangerous group around), Newcastle 
group Rising Tide, and of course the 
“ultra-militant” Anarchist sect of baby-
snatchers, Mutiny.

And by the time that this column goes to 
print, Aboriginal community leader Lex 
Wotton will have appeared in the Brisbane 
District Court facing charges of Riot 
with Destruction that carry maximum 
penalties of Life Imprisonment. On the 
26th November 2004, the Aboriginal 
community of Palm Island exploded into 
violence after 
1  http://www.news.com.au/adelaidenow/
story/0,22606,24306242-5006301,00.html

the death in Police custody of Mulrunji 
Domadgee a week earlier. During this 
violence several buildings representative 
of Police authority were burnt down 
amidst chaotic circumstances. On Lex’s 
account, throughout the disturbances, 
he acted as point of contact between the 
newly arrived Police reinforcements and 
the angered and erratic Palm Island 
community. However his traumatic 
arrest several days after the violence had 
been subdued, under near martial law 
conditions, and the subsequent quality 
of the evidence presented against him 
indicates that as in the other incidents 
reported above, there was a need for the 
Police force to identify a scapegoat to 
answer for the embarrassment caused 
them by community action. When I saw 
Lex speak in Melbourne some months 
ago now, he carefully detailed the process 
by which the police had fabricated his 
behaviour during those days and nights 
of fire, so as to cancel out the threat he 
presents to the established authority 
on Palm Island. Not surprisingly Lex 
has been an outspoken opponent of 
several damaging facets of life on Palms, 
including the fact that all local stores are 
owned by the state government rather 
than by locals, creating an estimated 
profit of 6 million dollars per year and 
often forcing locals to shop for cheaper 
groceries off the island in Townsville.

Although these three disparate events, 
spanning as many states and several 
years, may at first seem only trivially 
connected, I feel that they tie together 
in a far more interesting and frightening 
discourse of surveillance, identity and 
social control. Each incident provides us 
with some information about how our 
public identities as politically intelligent 
agents can be manipulated for both 
positive and negative purposes. On the 
one hand, the cancellation of the Arms 
fair, is a massive success for the anti-
war movement as it stands currently. I 
have no doubt that even if the organisers 
had chosen to go ahead, the weight of 
the moral argument as represented by 
hundreds (if not thousands) of concerned 
citizens mobilising against it would 
have been sufficient not only to close it 
down, but also to provide a clear picture 
of social attitudes towards the Military 
industry. The background to this event 
is that it has been held in Australia twice 
previously, (Canberra, 1991, 1993) and 
been shut down by the concerted efforts 
of community organisers both times. 
However there are two negative sides 
to this year’s pre-emptive cancellation. 
My feeling is that the organisers and 
particularly the State Government 
understood all too well the impact 
that a large scale, open and committed 
mobilisation against the Arms Fair would 

have had upon South Australia’s new 
drive to become the “Defence State”. Thus 
their actions seems to be deliberately 
designed to deny us the opportunity to 
demonstrate the levels of public support 
for anti-war causes. Its like a bad kung-
fu movie – ‘your sluggish and backward 
economic rationalism is no match for my 
triumphant and glorious high minded 
public morality! High Ya!’ However the 
second and more pressing negative, is 
the manner in which State Security spin 
is directed towards individuals within 
the larger social body.

Hopefully most people can read between 
the lines of mainstream reportage on 
protests and those who advocate Direct 
Action. Even the fact that you are reading 
a paper such as this indicates that the 
mainstream media does not reflect the 
world back to you as you wish to see it. 
However the circumstances of the arms 
fair cancellation and the release of the 
exclusion list troubles me greatly, and not 
only because I am one of many activists 
who have found themselves on the list as 
a result of their participation in protest. 
Here a ready-made identity of protestors 
as anti-social thugs is being meticulously 
prepared and subtly reinforced – being 
stored in the minds of the public ready 
for deployment the next time that there 
is a mass demonstration which threatens 
the conventional structure of authority. 
Should we regard the cancellation of 
the arms fair as a blessing? Or should 
we rather see it as a very dangerous 
step towards extreme personal 
recriminations, the likes of which have 
recently befallen the Barwon 12. By 
making defamatory public statements 
concerning the intentions of so called 
‘feral anarchists’ the Acting Premier is 
assisting to create a template 

identity which can be imposed over the 
existing shapes and forms of a person’s 
actual beliefs, reasons for protesting and 
so on. In connection with the Balwon 13 
and Lex Wotton, this takes on an even 
more sinister facet. Both cases involved 
members of marginalised groups in 
society, easier to falsely persecute without 
repercussion. As I understand it, the 
12 men on trial under new ‘anti-terror’ 
laws were held in high security prisons 
for 4 years, for allegedly being members 
of an ‘unnamed’ terrorist organisation 
and planning to commit ‘unspecified’ 
terrorist acts. Essentially the evidence 
against them was little more than phone 
conversations and tough talking bravado, 
indicating a dissatisfaction with the 
current state of society.
 Isn’t locking someone up because they 
have expressed dissent the purest form 
of fascistic thought control?

And on the other hand we have the 
case against Lex Wotton, which upon 
close inspection, is based upon a gross 

miscarriage of justice and collaboration 
between Police witnesses to strike out 
against a rebellious community by making 
an example of a foremost figure in that 
community. Some of the more audacious 
Police claims against Wotton include him 
being seen at the forefront of the riots, 
waving two enormous plumber’s Stillson 
wrenches above his head. Interesting, 
seeing as Lex has the medical records 
to prove his history of two shoulder 
reconstructions – a procedure leaving 
him unable to even lift his children above 
waist height. Other claims include his 
incitement of the community at certain 
points of the day, directly contradicting the 
time-stamped photos of the community 
speak-out which immediately preceded 
the violence, where Lex stands listening 
to other speakers. However by far the 
most direct evidence of the preparation 
of Police evidence against Lex Wotton 
is this – following the death in Police 
custody of Mulrunji Domadgee, 20 Police 
reinforcements were sent to the Island in 
anticipation. Eyewitness reports suggest 
that these outside forces were shown 
images of Lex when they arrived, and 
implicitly told that this was the target of 
any punitive action in the aftermath of 
violence. This story is backed up by the 
astonishing (indeed unreal) amount of 
collaboration amongst the Police in their 
Witness Statements of the events. In over 
120 Police statements, Lex is identified 
without error in each one, in detail which 
gives not only his features, clothing, and 
his tattoos but even his exact height. Not 
one statement fails to record this without 
mistake or error.

The point that I am laboriously trying to 

extricate from these phenomena is this – 
we must all be made aware that in this 
climate of post-terror fear, our identities 
are not our own – they are tightly 
woven into a fabric of social control and 
surveillance, where they can be altered 
out of recognition, and then forcibly 
reimposed. The only way to prevent the 
scapegoating of vocal minorities is to 
actively challenge the official version of 
events – by being there, recording them 
for oneself, and aggressively challenging 
the force used by the state to delegitimize 
community leaders, activists and protest 
in general. Otherwise, a Orwellian 
dystopia may not be as far away you 
think.

MICKIE SKELTON
29.09.08

M.F. Shootings

M.F. Shootings



RESOURCES
Radio
3CR Melbourne community radio, 855AM
3KND Koori radio Melbourne, 1503AM
2NLD Koori radio, Sydney, 93.7FM,
2SE, Sydney, FM, 
CAAMA Central Australian Aboriginal 
Media Association, 100.5FM
8CCC Alice Springs Community Radio, 
102.1FM
4ZZZ Brisbane community radio, 102.1FM 
4AAA Indigenous radio Brisbane, 98.9FM
4K1G Too Deadly, Indigenous radio North 
Queensland, 107.1FM
8KNB Radio Larrakia, Larrakia Nation NT, 
94.5FM
Yolgnu Radio, Darwin/Gove NT
RTR Perth Indymedia Radical Radio, 
Wednesdays 7-8pm, 92.1FM

Books, Zines, Newspapers
Mutiny zine, http://www.jura.org.au/mutiny
As the World Burns: 50 Simple Things You Can 
Do to Stay in Denial, Derrick Jensen.
Koori Mail, http://www.koorimail.com/
National Indigenous Times, www.nit.com.au

Internet
General Resources
Activist Rights, http://www.activistrights.org.au/
Australian anarchist network and resource, www.
anarchy.org.au
Anarchist resource, links, library, http://www.
infoshop.org/
Beating Hearts Press, http://www.
beatingheartspress.com
Friends of the Earth http://www.foe.org.au/
A World Without Sexual Assault, www.
worldwithout.org
Desert Knowledge Centre www.
desertknowledge.com.au
Permaculture http://www.permaculture.org

Media 
Indymedia, www.indymedia.org 
www.sydney.indymedia.org.au
www.perth.indymedia.org
www.tasmedia.org
Engage media, www.engagemedia.org

Climate Action
Rising Tide Grassroots Climate Action, www.
risingtide.org.au
Step It Up Australia, Climate Action, http://
stepitupaustralia.wordpress.com
Whosepower, http://whosepower.wordpress.com

Hepburn Renewable Energy Association, www.
hrea.org

Climate Science
Climate Code Red, http://climatered.blogpsot.
com
Beyond Zero Emissions, www.
beyondzeroemissions.org
Zero Emissions Network, www.
zeroemissionsnetwork.org
Energy Bulletin, www.energybulletin.net

Indigenous 
Australian bush food and native medicine forum, 
http://www.bushfood.net/
Kooriweb, Voices for Black Australia, http://www.
kooriweb.org/
Intervention Rollback Action Group, http://
rollbacktheintervention.wordpress.com
Kokatha Mula, http://www.kokathamula.auspics.
org.au/

Nuclear
Still Wild, Still Threatened, http://www.myspace.
com/stillwildstillthreatened
Anti-Nuclear Australia, http://antinuclear.net/
Beyond Nuclear Initiative, http://
beyondnucleariniative.wordpress.com
Nuclear Free Australia, http://www.nukefreeaus.
org

Nuclear Territory News, http://www.ntne.ws/
breaking.php

Mining
Mineral Policy Institute www.mpi.org.au
Save Lake Cowal, http://www.savelakecowal.
org/

Forests
Huon Valley Enivronment Centre www.huon.org
Still Wild Still Threatened www.myspace.com/
stillwildstillthreatened
Gippsland Environment Centre, www.geco.org.
au
Central Highland Alliance, www.tcha.org.au
Save our Red Gums, www.saveredgum.org.

Blogs
Uriohau anti-colonial and anti-capitalist blog, 
http://uriohau.blogspot.com/
Slack Bastard, www.slackbastard.wordpress.
com
Eat the suburbs, http://www.eatthesuburbs.org/

if you have more resources that you would 
like added email us at 
waiquarterly@gmail.com.

Police state 
  
Nowhere to gravitate 
  
Politician’s soldiers 
  
Pushing people ‘gainst the 
wall 
  
Can’t escape 
  
From the realities 
  
Up to which 
  
We have to face 
  
This world is getting smaller 
  
As skyscrapers getting taller 
  
Digging holes and paying 
bribes 
  
Structurally adjusting all our 
lives 
  
To fit a mould 
  
One size fits all 
  
You’re sold 
  
Buying a commodity 
  
This affects both you and me 
  
Resources dwindling 
  
Corporate greed extending 
  
Onto the streets 
  
We be defending 
  
Our right to disagree

ONLINE MEDIA Focus: ENGAGE 
MEDIA www.engagemedia.org

Engage Media is an online video sharing website with 
a focus on social justice and environmental issues 
in the South-east Asia, Pacific and Australia region. 
With digital distribution becoming increasingly easier 
(witness the rise of youtube these past two years) 
Engage Media offers a chance for activists and video 
makers from these areas to post their videos online.

 As well as hosting videos Engage Media is also 
active in share video skills having participated in the 
OK.video film festival in Jakarta as well as hosting 
this years Transmission Asia-Pacific camp in West 
Java. A report of this conference can be found at the 
Engage Media site under the provocative headline 
“Pixelate or perish: Networkers and video-activists at 
Transmission Asia-Pacific.” 

Reading this article gives a great idea of where 
Engage Media are coming from: in an age of You tube 
saturation and of ‘the online social networking gold 
rush’ how does one remain free from corporations 
with their ability to buy, sell and create new 
hyperspaces? As the article concludes free open 
software spaces like Engage Media, Transmissions, 
Plugin Tv offer alternatives to the capital driven social 
networks of your you tube, facebooks, miki .

 The recent content on the Engage Media 
demonstrates this philosophy. Next to a youths’ 
recollection of the 2006 uprising in East Timor there 
is footage from a recent rally in Tennant Creek against 
the potential nuclear waste dump at Muckaty station 

just north of Tennant Creek.

 There is also a half an hour documentary with an 
Indonesia villager , What rainforest?, that looks at the 
impact the palm oil industry is having on village life 
in Indonesia as company come in and buy the land 
of the government to provided palm oil and bio-fuel 
for the rest of the world. An outcome of the ‘green 
capitalism we are moving towards.’

Besides these films theres footage of Lex Wotton 
speaking about what happened on Palm Island 
in November 2004 and plenty of films from the 
Ok.Video 2007 event, a mini showcase on video 
workshops that happened around Indonesia. There’s 
also a film called Prey Lang, a 12 minute doco 
about the last primordial forest in Cambodia that is 
currently being threatened by mining and logging 
companies. This forest is the source of survival for 
an estimated 600 000 people in Cambodia,  including 
those in the Rice Bowl region who supply Cambodia 
with a large proportion of its food.

There is also a section dedicated to the Australian 
film maker Pip Starr, who took his own life earlier 

this year. Here you can see footage from his film 
on Jabiluka, Our Country, the Woomera breakouts 
of 2003, Through the Wire, as well as watch some 
footage from the last film he was working on about 
the Catateret Island which documents the first 
climate change evacuees as they prepare to leave 
their atoll.

The most recent films include footage from people 
shutting down Hazelwood power station and stories 
on femiism in Malaysia and workshops in Cape Town.

If you’ are a film maker and want to upload your 
films to the web engage media is one of the places 
you should go and do it. If you are just interested in it 
then check it also at  www.engagemedia.org. 

Finally for any in the terriotry who has films engage 
media is currently looking at producing a dvd of 
films from the territory to post online and send 
out to communities. Send emails through to verb@
undergrowth for more information.

and training for the Indonesian Military. Others attend-
ed a workshop on autonomus organising where Uncle 
Kevin Buzzacott spoke of the need for everyone to get 
together and fight for peace. There was also a brief talk 
from Jacinta Haseldine a teenager from Kokatha Mula 
Nation speaking of going out on the rockhole trips 
with her Grandma and the desire to be able to take her 
grandchildren out on those very same trips.

The workshops of everyone convened back on the 
grass to listen to listen to speeches from proscribed 
area people bout the Intervention in the NT.

That night people danced and talked to the sounds of 
little G, Elf Transporter and Pataphysics.

Sunday saw a smaller crowd of around 100 gather back 
at Ceres. After a plenary on how Indigenous and non-
Indigenous can work together the people made their 
way up to the education centre at Ceres where a video 
link up was held with .... from Colombia.  With news 
that the Indigenous tribes of Colombia had marched 
othe second largest city in Colombia everyone was ex-
icted to find out the plans o what was going to happen 
and how it happened. He answeried the questions and 
explaining to the audience about how the movement 
arise and the demands and upcoming meeting with 
the Government. He also explained the difficulties 
that they had in  getting other social organisations on 
board, the other social groups in the country see it as 
an indigenous issue and not a working class or larger 

movement.

The phone link up over people head back for lunch and 
then off to other workshops. Some attend a workshop 
on the nuclear issues in the territory including both 
Angela Pamela mine and the waste dump at Muckaty 
station. Others attended a workshop run by mem-
bers of the Kokatha Mula Nation. A workshop that 
saw stories told about living in the missions around 
Ceduna, stories about the rockhole trips that Aunty 
Sue Coleman-Haseldine and family have been doing 
for the last few years before ending in the tour of the 
exhibiton which has some amazing photos from the 
rockhole trips. Attendees of the workshop also learnt 
about the threat to the rockholes with proposed zircon 
and uranium mining.

With the workshops over people then headed back to 
the lawn where the conference ended with everyone 
writing a statement.  After the statement the West Pap-
uans played, half the crowd dancing arm in arm for the 
last song they played. A fitting end to a long weekend 
of heart nbreaking and inspiring stories.

more can be read at www.latinlasnet.org including a 
video of the west papuans playing.



Food Not Bombs 
and Infoshops
Newcastle
Kumera Soupie – Meat, Veggie and Vegan 
meals
Tuesday nights, 6pm, at the Croatian Club, 
Albert St, Wickham. By donation. 

Melbourne
Irene Warehouse, 5 Pitt St, East Brunswick. 
Community arts space, recording studios, 
circus space.

Food Not Bombs
Monday lunch: 1pm, Brunswick St 
Monday dinner: 7:30pm, Western Bulldogs 
oval, Footscray.
Tuesday dinner: 7:30pm cnr Brunswick 
and Gertrude Sts, Fitzroy
Sunday dinner: 6pm, at Loophole 
Community Centre, 834a High St, 
Thornbury

Barricade Books and Infoshop, A-Space, 62 
St Georges Rd, Northcote. Open 2-6pm, 
Friday, Saturday, Monday, barricade.org.au

Friends of the Earth shop, food co-op, 
activist space, 312 Smith St, Collingwood, 
www.melbourne.foe.org.au

Sydney
Black Rose Anarchist Bookshop, 22 Enmore 
Rd, Newtown, blackrosebooks.org/
Jura Bookshop, Library and Food Co-op, 440 
Parramatta Rd, Petersham. http://www.
jura.org.au/

FNB

Brisbane
Friends of the Earth, 294 Montague Rd, 
West End, www.brisbane.foe.org.au

Darwin
Environment Centre NT, 3/98 Woods St, 
Darwin, http://www.ecnt.org
Environment Hub, Rapid Creek Business 
Centre, Rapid Creek, 42 Trower Rd

Alice Springs
Arid Lands Environment Centre, Shop 17, 
John Cumming Todd Plaza, Todd Mall, 
www.alec.org.au
Food Not Bombs, 6pm Sundays, Courthouse 
Lawns

Western Australia
Fern- Fremantle Envirnoment Resource 
Network, 
Cityfarm, 1 Cityfarm place East Perth
Southwestern Envirnoment centre, 
Bunbury

Canberra
Aboriginal Tent Embassy, Old Parliament 
House Lawns

Adelaide
Food Not Bombs, Saturdays 6pm, 
Hindmarsh Square, cnr Pultney St and 
Currie St, CBD
Friends of the Earth Adelaide, c/- 
Conservation Council of SA, Level 1, 157 
Franklin St, CBD, www.adelaide.foe.org.au

Tasmania
Upper Florentine Forest Blockade, Gordon 
River Rd, Upper Florentine Valley
Food Not Bombs Hobart, Tuesdays 6pm, 
Franklin Square, CBD
Huon Environment Centre, 3/17 Wilmot 
Road, Huonville, http://www.huon.org/

Want to add an infoshop or soup kitchen in 
your area? Email waiquarterly@gmail.com.

November

“Jerusalem: East Side Story” - 2pm, Saturday 29 
November, Mitchell Theatre, Mechanics’ Institute, 
Level 1, 280 Pitt Street, Sydney, CJPP  premiere 
Mohammed Alatar’s new film”Jerusalem: East 
Side Story” in recognition of the United Nations 
International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian 
People.

Our Forests, Our Water, Our Future
Sunday 23rd November
11.45am Story Reserve, at the rotunda next to Swing 
Bridge (near the Tennis Courts)
Warburton Hwy, Warburton
Rally in Warburton to protect our Water Cathcments 
from Woodchipping

Line in the sand community gathering
Hobart
Start: 23 Nov 2008 - 12:00pm

Tasmanian Premier David Bartlett has drawn a line in 
the sand and set November 30th as the deadline for 
ending State Government support for the pulp mill.

We need to act urgently to ensure Premier Bartlett 
honours his word.

Bring your family and friends to a community 
gathering at Kingston Beach. We will symbolise the 
line in the sand and demonstrate the community’s 
desire for government support for this pulp mill to 
end.

Rally and Vigil @ Eraring Power Station
Newcastle & Central Coast
Start: 22 Nov 2008 - 11:00am

People’s Power for the Climate
Bus Shuttle or bike from Dora Creek Station

For info and details go to...

http://www.risingtide..org.au/Eraring+Vigil

Roxstop Public Meeting- Friends of the Earth- 
Smith Street Collingwood 26th November 6pm to 9pm
Come and hear from some of those affected by 
BHP mines, as well as campaigners and experts on 
uranium mining in Australia.
Speakers include
Uncle Kevin Buzzacot- Arabunna
Eileen Wingfield- Kokatha
Rod- Sibuya Philippines
David Noonan- ACF anti uranium campaigner
Michaela Stubbs- Friends of the Earth Anti Uranium 
and Clean Energy Coordinator

Roxstop - Stop Roxby Downs uranium mine!
Protest outside BHP Billiton Annual General Meeting
Thursday 27th November from 9am
Melbourne Park Function Centre, Entrance D off 
Olympic Boulevard.
Walk down Exhibition St then Batman St.
Contact: Mia 0415 380808 or Jim 0417 318368

December

Protest: Defend Noel Washington — Abolish the 
ABCC!
2 Dec 2008 - 9:00am,cnr Toorak & St. Kilda Rds 
(tram Stop 22, adjacent 409 St Kilda Rd),
then march on the ABCC headquarters (553 St. Kilda 
Rd).

Muster & Rally: For Fresh water thinking & 
sustainable water solutions for Victoria.
Melbourne
Start: 4 Dec 2008 - 11:00am

Stop the Brumby Government riding roughshod over 
our rights! parliament, spring st, city.
For more info ph Stephen Cannon 0407 811 778.

I Will Not Fall - Stop Violence Against Women  
7:00 PM, December 6th, Ginger’s Garage, 267 
William Street, Northbridge
A benefit gig to raise awareness of the issue of 
Domestic Violence Against Women. All proceeds go to 
Zonta House Women’s Refuge.

Stop the Intervention Rally 
December 13th, Alice Springs

Stop the Intervention Rally
December 13th, Sydney 10am The Block
Human Rights Rally
Mebourne, GPO, !2pm

Step In to Step It Up on Climate Change
December is the beginning of a twelve month 
countdown to the Copenhagen climate talks at the 
end of next year. The Government also plans to 
publically release the draft of their Carbon Pollution 
Reduction Scheme, which has been widely criticsed 
as too generous to polluting industries, and the 
Garnaut report, criticized for weak emissions 
reduction targets. Step in to every MP’s office this 
December to 
step up community action on climate change, 
following on from Step Ins at Kevin Rudd’s and 
Martin Ferguson’s offices in September, 2008. See 
http://stepitupaustralia.wordpress.com/ for details.

January

Parihaka peace festival
Parihaka, Aotearoa(NZ)
Parihaka peace festival is an artistic celebration of the 
non-violent resistance the maorimmunity 
of parihaka put up to the English colonisers since 
1860. Songs, dance, camping, stories all take place in 
the landscapes of this struggle. Come and learn the 
stories of Aotearoa resistance. more info at: www.
parihaka.com.

Walk for Aboriginal Sovereignty and a Nuclear 
Free Future
January 9 to 26, 2009
From Kurnell, Botany Bay to the Aboriginal Tent 
Embassy, Canberra.through Campbelltown, Bowral, 
Goulbourn, Bungendore then Canberra.
for more details contact Inge 0418 345 686

ASEN Training Camp
21-26 Jan Canberra
Come meet students from around the country skill up 
on enviro collective skills.
for more info:

Soverignty/Invasion Day
January 26th, around the continent.

February

Climate Action Summit, 
31st Jan-3rd Feb, Canberra
*web: www.climatemovement.org.au/summit/
**email: info@climatesummit.org.au*
*phone: 0417 682 541*

Converge on Canberra, February 3rd
The first day of parliament 2009 will be a year 
since Rudd made his apology. With the NTER set to 
continue as it is fothroughout 2009 this is a time 

to hold RUdd accountable to his promise that they 
would learn from past mistakes and not carry out the 
same actions. Converge on Canberra and demand an 
end to the Intervention  and real consultation to take 
place.

Be My Florentine Forest Cabaret
13-15 February, Camp Florentine forest blockade, 
Gordon River Road, Upper Florentine 
Valley, Tasmania.

Tasmania’s ancient forests are calling out to all 
artists, dancers, musos, freaks, circus mob, gypsies, 
burlesque beauties and performers of 
all persuasions to take part in the outrageously and 
spectacularly fantabulous Be My Florentine 
Cabaret. Join Tassie forest activists in a 3 day 
festival extravaganza held at a long-term blockade 
in the outstanding old growth forests of the Upper 
Florentine Valley, which is under immediate threat 
from industrial scale woodchipping interests.
www.myspace.com/stillwildstillthreatened
stillwildstillthreatened@gmail.com

March

People’s Blockade of the World’s Biggest Coal Port
Saturday March 14, 2009, 12pm, Newcastle Harbour.
See http://risingtide.org.au/node/794 for details.

If you have an evant you want in the next issue email us at 
waiquarterly@gmail.com by 28th February 2009.

UPCOMING EVENTS

“I’ve been all the way through this desert from Basra to here and I ain’t seen one shop-
ping mall or fast food restaurant. These people got nothing. Even in a little town like ours 
of twenty-five hundred you got a McDonald’s on one end and a Hardee’s at the other.”
- Marine Corps Sergeant Sprague of Sulphur Springs, West Virginia, part of US Force 
invading Iraq, Anderson Valley Advertiser, April 2, 2003, p9.
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